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Great Britain and her Colonies 
REVIEW E D; 


THE SEVERAL, PLEAS OF THE COLONIES, 

In Support of their Right to all the Liberties 
and Privileges of Bz1T1sn Subjects, and to 
Exemption from HW.” 7.20 Authority of 


| Parliament, _— — — — * 


STATED πD Nö 

VOID / L110 

The Nature of thei 5 ith, and 
Dependence on, GREAT BRITAIN, 


UPON THE EVIDENCE OF 


HISTORICAL FACTS 


AND 


AUTHENTIC RECORDS, 


Printed for J. ALMON, oppaſite Burlington-Houſe, in 
Piccadilly. MDCCLXIX, 


Review of the Controverſy 
BETWEEN 


Great Britain and her Colonies. 


ec HF that goeth about to perſuade a 
ce 


multitude, that they are not ſo 


cc well governed as they ought to 
« be (fays the learned and judicious Hooker) 
« ſhall never want attentive and favourable 
ce hearers; becauſe ſuch as openly reprove 
ic ſuppoſed diſorders of ſtate, are taken for 
e principal friends to the common benefit 
ce of all, and for men that carry ſingular 
* freedom of mind. Under this fair and 


< plauſible colour, whatſoever they utter 


« paſſeth for good and current, That which 
Fa 
3 wanteth 
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te wanteth in the weight of their ſpeech is 
© ſupplied by the aptneſs of mens minds to 
te accept and believe it. Whereas, on the 
« other ſide, if we maintain things that 
te are eſtabliſhed, we have to ſtrive with 
%u number of heavy prejudices, deeply 
© rooted in the hearts of men, who think 
c that herein we ſerve the time, and ſpeak 
<« in favour of the preſent ſtate, becauſe 
© thereby we either hold or ſeek prefer- 
« ment.” Hence it is that the groſſeſt ab- 
ſurdities paſs for irrefragable arguments in 
the mouth of a popular declaimer, whilſt 
the cleareſt deductions of reaſon, on the fide 
of authority, are termed delufive ſophiſtry, 
and the artful chicane of a courtier. Hence 
it is alſo that ſo few men of talents are 
willing to hazard their reputation on the 
ſucceſs of their arguments in defence of go- 
vernment, or to become volunteers in the 
cauſe of truth, whilſt calumny and falſhood 
are propagated amongſt the people againſt 


their rulers without contradiction, and even 
ſometimes with the indotent acquieſcence of 
men of enlightened underſtandings and can- 
did hearts. Yet ſurely the taſk of afferting 
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the rights of government, maintaining the 
authority of the ſupreme power over the 
whole community, of calling back the miſ- 
guided multitude from factious combinations, 
and perſuading them to' unite in promoting 
the public happineſs, by yielding a chearful 
obedience to the laws, and cheriſhing a 
zealous attachment to our excellent conſtitu- 
tion, ought not to be left to the panegyriſts 
of miniſters, to thoſe only who * hold or 
« ſeek preferment.” Is it the duty of the 
hirelings of an adminiſtration only, to inform 
the people of the extent of their rights, 
and to exhort them to their duty? To ex- 
poſe the malevolent deſigns, and detect the 
artifices of their ſeducers? To point out to 
them the dangers which beſet them, and the 
ſatal conſequences which hang over them? 
To ſhew to them the hazard they run of 
loſing their ſubſtantial liberty, by purſuing 
the ignus fatuus which they have been de- 
luded to follow ? Shall we ſee our fellow- 
ſubjects in the Colonies intoxicated with a 
fond conceit of their own importance, and 
charmed by the flattering whiſpers of in- 
dependency, forſaking the guide of their 
| B 3 youth, 
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yoluth, the ſure ſtay of all their liberties, and 
the protector of all their rights and poſſeſ- 
ſions, the parliament of Great Britain; and 
throwing themſelves into the arms of pre- 
rogative, and putting all their confidence in 
the good pleaſure of the crown? Is the 
Britiſh empire to be ſuffered to be rent in 
pieces, and each member of it expoſed to 
become a prey to its powerful neighbour, 
from a vain imagination that there is no ſu- 
preme power in the ſtate, which has au- 
thority to command the ſtrength, the riches, 
and the ſwords of all the ſubjects of 
the realm, to defend every part of its 
dominions, and to protect the rights and 
poſſeſſions of every individual who lives un- 
der it? Are we to fold our hands, and ſub- 
mit ourſelves to the preſſure of theſe cala- 
mities, becauſe the followers of a miniſter 
do not think the cauſe of their patron con- 


cerned, or his ſtability endangered, or be- 


cauſe the ſhafts of calumny and detraction 
are ready to be launched againſt whoever is 


hardy enough to endeavour to "we the mad- 


neſs of the People: ? 


Far 


E313 
Far be it from me to wiſh to be thought 
inſenſible to the good or ill opinion of my 
countrymen ; but as I. conſider it to be 
my duty to promote their welfare to the ut- 
moſt of my poor ability, I will ſew them 
my opinion, whether they may reward or 
cenſure me for my endeavours. On 
this principle, and actuated by theſe mo- 
tives, it is, that, unawed by the terrors 
which riſe before me, I adventure upon my 
preſent undertaking ; and I ſet down to 
review the American controverſy, with the 
ſingle, and I hope honeſt, purpoſe of bring- _ 
ing back my fellow- ſubjects in the Colonies 
to a juſt ſenſe of their duty to the ſupreme 
legiſlative power, by expoſing to them the 
fallacies by which they have been deluded, 
and exploring the dangers which the paths 
wherein they are now bewildered muſt un- 
avoidably lead them into. 


The ſeveral pleas which have been urged 

by thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 

in this controverſy, on behalf of the Colo- 
> #3 ws 3 


El 
nies, may be comprehended under — two 
general heads: 


The title of the inhabitants in the Colo. 
nics to all the rights, liberties, and privi- 
leges of Engliſhmen ; — and their claim to 
exemption from the juriſdiction of * 
ment. 


It ſhould ſeem to be of the utmoſt im- 
portance to the Colonies, that the former 
plea was eſtabliſhed before they adduced any 
proofs in ſupport of the latter; for, ſhould 
they fail in the one, nothing could be more 
fatal to their freedom, and conſequently ta 
their proſperity, than their ſucceeding in the 


other. 


If they ſhould unhappily be able to de- 
monſtrate, that the Colonies are no part of 
the Britiſh ſtate; that they are the king's 
domain, and not annexed to the realm; 
that the inhabitants are not Britiſh ſubjects, 
nor within the juriſdiction of parliament ; 
they can have no title to ſuch privileges and 
immunities as the people of England derive 


under 


(7 
under afts of parliament, nor to any other 
of thoſe rights which are peculiar to Britiſh 
ſubjects within the realm. What would 
then be their fituation it behoves them well 
to confider; and before they reje& the au- 
thority of parliament, they ought ſeriouſly 
and diſpaſſionately to weigh the conſe- 
quences, and be very well aſſured, that whilſt 
they are labouring to free themſelyes from 
the preſent inconveniencies, which the juriſ- 
diQtion of parliament ſubjects them to, they 
do not, by avoiding them, run into difficul- 
ties much more embarraſſing, and expoſe 
themſelves to hardſhips much more into- 
terable. They ought to reflect, that what- 
ever may be their condition, they cannot ap- 
ply to parliament to better it. If they reject 
the juriſdiction of parliament, they muſt not 
in any caſe ſue for its interpoſition in their 
behalf. Whatever grievances they may have 
to complain of, they muſt ſeek redreſs from 
the grace of the crown alone; for, ſhould 
they petition parliament to do them right, 
they themſelves have authorized the crown 
to tell parliament, as the ſecretary of ſtate 
to ** the Firſt did the houſe of commons, 

B 4 60 Ame 


x ——ͤ — 
* 
* 


A 


e 
« America 1s not annexed to the realm, nor 
« within the juriſdiction of parliament, you 
< have therefore no right to interfere.” 


Such being the caſe, we are therefore to 
expect to find the ſtrongeſt efforts of the 
colony advocates directed to this point. 
We may indeed look for the cleareſt evi- 
dence, the moſt convincing arguments, 


and even demonſtrative proofs of their right 


to theſe privileges, independent of acts of 
parliament, ſince we ſee them ſo eager to 
preclude parliament from the power of. con-- 
veying to them any privilege whatever. 
Let us then fee on what ads found their 
title *. 


In May 1765, the houſe of burgeſſes in 
Virginia reſolved, © That the firſt adventurers 
« and 
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* To free the text from the embarraſſment of Jong 
| quotations, and to prevent the reader's attention from 
being carried off to other objects, I have here inſerted - 
only ſuch of the ſeveral aſſemblies reſolutions as have 
relation to the ſubje& of the preſent enquiry. But in 
juſtice to the aſſemblies, I have given entire copies of 
their reſolutions in the appendix, 
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ec at ſettlers of this his majeſty's colony 
« and dominion of Virginia, brought with 
« themand tranſmitted to their poſterity, and 
« all other his majeſty's ſubjects ſince inha- 


« biting in this his majeſty's ſaid colony, 


« all the liberties, privileges, franchiſes, 
cc and immunities, that have at any time 
e been held and enjoyed, and poſſeſſed by 
* the people of Great-Britain.” 


This bench is adopted by the aſſembly 
of Maryland, and repeated in the very ſame 
words: and as the aſſembly of Virginia 
has been ſaid to have hung out the ſtandard 
for American liberty, and the other Colonies 
have little more merit than that of following 
their leader, I muſt confefs I expected to 
have found a much clearer proof of the truth 
of the propoſition contained in their reſolu- | 
tion than I am able to collect from the 
terms in which it is expreſſed. - They tell 
us indeed * That the firſt adventurers in 
e the reign of James the Firſt, brought 
ce with them, and tranſmitted to their 
te poſterity, &c. all the liberties, privileges, 
5 franchiſes, and immunities, that the people 
4e of 
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& of Great-Britain have at any time ſince 
« as well as before) enjoyed and poſſeſſed.” 
But in what ſort of menſtruum, nucleons, 
or embryo, it was that they carried with 
them to Virginia, in the reign of James the 
Firſt, the habeas corpus act, which the people 
of England did not enjoy or poſſeſs till the 
reign of Charles the Second ; or the bill of 
rights, which they did not enjoy till the 
reign of William and Mary; the acts for 
_ altering the ſucceſſion and the limitation of 
the crown, and many others paſſed in that 
and the ſubſequent reigns; as they have not 
condeſcended to inform their friends in 
England, fo they can only expect us to ad- 
mire their profound logical ſkill, and muſt 
content themſelves with the more rational 
applauſe of their countrymen, who they may 
have more fully inſtructed, 


The aſſembly of Pennſylvania, by their 
reſolutions in the ſame year, declare, That 
* the inhabitants of this province are intitled 
te to all the liberties, rights, and privileges 
* of his majeſty's ſubjects in Great-Britain, 
tor eſſewhere ; and that the conſtitution of 
© govern» 
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10 government in this province is founded on 
« the natural rights of mankind, and the 
« noble: principles of Engliſh liberty, and 
ge therefore is or ought to be per fectiy free. 


This reſolution aſſerts in like manner, as 
do the reſolutions of Virginia and Maryland, 
that the people of that colony are intitied ta 
all the rights of Britiſh ſubjects; but it does 
not pretend that the fir /? ſettlers carried them 
there: neither does it found their claim to 
them upon the royalcharter to the proprietor, 
or upon the laws of Great- Britain, but upon 
the „ natural rights of mankind, and the 
** noble principles of * liberty,” 


That the natural rights of mankind Gould 
give any people a right to ali the liberties and 
privileges of Engliſhmen, is, I believe, a 
doctrine unknown to all civilians, except the 
aſſembly of Pennſylvania. It is indeed a moſt 
benevolent doctrine; for if it be eſtabliſhed, 
it will render the bleſſings which Britiſh fub- 
jects enjoy under their excellent conſtitution 
univerſal to all people; at leaſt to all thoſe 
who liye under any conſtitution of govern- 

ment 
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ment which is founded upon the natural rights 
of mankind, in whatever part of the world 
they may inhabit, or whoever may be their 
ſovereign. The native Indians in North 
America, the Hottentots at the Cape of Good 
Hope, the Tartars, Arabs, Cafres, and Groen- 
landers, will all have an equal title to the 
liberties and rights of Engliſhmen, with the 
people of Pennſylvania ; for all their conſti- 
tutions of government are founded on the 
natural rights of mankind. | 


The noble principle of Engliſh liberty is, 
however, another and more peculiar founda- 
tion for the conſtitution of the government 
in Pennſylvania; but where to find theſe 
noble principles of Engliſh liberty, except it 
be in the laws of the land, I confeſs I am 
ignorant: and if the aſſembly of Pennſyl- 
vania got them elſewhere, it would have been 
kind in them to have informed the world 
whence they had them, that other nations 
might have drawn from the ſame precious 
fountain. But, not to preſs too hard upon 
ſuch tender ground, the conſequence of 
their diſcovering theſe nobles principles, and 
| of 
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of having founded their conſtitution of 
government upon them, it ſeems is, that 


« the conſtitution of government in Penn- 
« ſylvania 7s or ought to be perfettly free.” 


To be perfect free is, T apprehend, to 


be in a ſtate of nature abſolutely independent 
of, and uncontrolable by, any other, in all 
caſes whatever : and when applied to ſtates, 
is the moſt complete definition of equality 
and independency that can be given. It 
excludes all poſſibility of a ſuperior or para- 
mount, and furniſhes us with a full idea of 
fupreme and unlimited juriſdiction. No 
law of another ſtate can have force within 
that territory, nor can ,the inhabitants be 
amenable to any foreign judicature. No 
act whatever of the Britiſh parliament is 
or ought to be therefore of force in Penn- 
ſylvania, otherways the government of that 
country (I muſt not henceforth call it pro- 
vince, for that term implies dependence) 
cannot be, as it is or ought to be, perfectly 


free. The act of the 7th and 8th of king 


William, which declares, that “ all laws, 
i bye-laws, uſages, and cuſtoms, which ſhall 
debe in practice | in any of the Plantations, 


«© repugnant 
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them is or cug to be of force within that 
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« repugnant to any law made or to be made 
te in this kingdom relative to the faid Plan- 
<« tations, ſhall be void and of none effect,“ 
is plainly inconſiſtent with this perfect freedom 
of the Pennſylvania conſtitution of govern- 
ment, and therefore it is not, or ought not to 


be, of force: neither indeed ought the act of 


the 5th of George the Second, which makes 


the lands in America aſſets for the payment 


of debts, nor any other of the ſeveral acts 
of parliament which relate to the Plantations, 
to be executed within the juriſdiction of the 
government of Pennſylvania, Had the 
Examiner of the Claim of the Colomes been 
acquainted with this reſolution when he 
wrote his pamphlet, he probably would not 
have given ſo much offence to the author of 
The Confiderations on the Propriety of impofing 
Taxes, as that gentleman has taken, at his 
producing acts. of parliament in evidence of 
the right of parliament to diſpoſe of the 
property of the people in Pennſylvania and 
the other American Colonies, for that reſo- 
lation abrogates them all alike. None of 


government; and inſtead of cenſuring the 
chief 
4 
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chief juſtice for denying the authority of one 
aci of parliament, when he admitted the 
authority of ſo many others, he would have 
blamed him for having admitted the authority 
of any, perhaps have accuſed him in fo 
doing of denying the perfect freedom of the 
conſlitution of the government of Pennſyluania.. 
We now ſee the reaſon of the aſſertion in the 
former part of this reſolution : * that the 
« conſtitution of the government is founded 
« on the natural rights of mankind ;” and 
the inference drawn therefrom, that all man- 
kind have a natural right to the liberties, 
privileges, &c. of Britiſh ſubjects: for if 
that be not the caſe, it will be impoſſible 
for the people of Pennſylvania to have any 
right to ſuch of them as are confained in 
acts of parliament, becauſe thoſe acts cannot, 
or at leaſt oughs not, as we have ſeen, to 
have any force there. 


The aſſembly of Maſſachuſets Bay ſup- 
port their claim to all the rights and privi- 
leges of Britiſh ſubjects by the following 
reſolutions, entered upon their journals the 
29th of October 1765. 


„ RESOLVED, 
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e Rx SOLVED. 
« That there are certain eſſential rights of 
« the Britiſh conſtitution of government, 
« which are founded in the la of God and 
« nature, and are the common rights of man- 
1 * : Therefore, 


cc RxSOLVED, 
ce That the inhabitants of this province 
« are unalienably intitled to thoſe eſſential 
ce rights in common with all men, 


c RESOLVED, 


. That his majeſty's ſubjects in America 
tt are in Treaſon and common ſenſe intitled to 


t the ſame extent of liberty with his ma- 
2 jelty's ſubjects in Britain. 


ce Rxs0l vp, 


« That by the declaration of tbe royal 
« charter of this province, the inhabitants 
ct are intitled to all the rights, liberties, and 


& immunities of free and natural-born ſub- 


& jects of Great-Britain, to all intents, pur- 
<< poles, and conſtructions whatever. 


.<< RESOLVED, 


| 


1 1 
et RBOLVvxd, 


te That the inhabitants of this province 
e appear to be intitled to all the rights afores 
te mentioned, by an af? of parliament the 13th 
© of George the Second. 


RxsoLvE D, 


« That the rights do belong to the 


* inhabitants of this province upon FRE 
te of common juſtice.” 


Here we ſee that the law of God and 
Nature, the common rights of mankind, reaſon 
und common fenſe, the royal charter, an act 


of parliament, and common juſtice, are all ſo 


many pillars on which the aſſembly of 
Maffachuſets found their claim to the rights 
and privileges of Britiſh fubje&s; and where 
the props are ſo numerous, it will be hard 
indeed if none of them prove ſtrong enough 


to ſupport the building. Far be it from me 


to deny to the inhabitants of Maſſachuſets a 
participation in and of fuch rights and privi- 
leges as Britiſh ſubjects are intitled to in 
common with all mankind, or ſuch as we de- 

C rive 
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rive from the laws of Gad or Nature. Such 
rights they are certainly intitled to; as they 
are men, and as they are Chriſtians 3 but 
all men, and all Chriſtians, are not intitled 
to the rights and privileges of every particular 
fogrety of which they are not members or ſubjects. 
Every ſociety has rights and privileges pecu- 
liar to thoſe who compoſe that ſociety; and 
when we treat of the tights and privileges 
of the members of that ſociety, we muſt be 
underſtood to mean ſuch privileges as are 
peculiar to that ſociety, and not ſuch as are 
the common rights and privileges of all 
Chriſtian men. When therefore we are 
diſcuſſing the rights and privileges of Britiſh 
fubjefts, we muſt confine our enquiries to 
ſuch rights as a natural-born ſubje& of the 
Britiſh ſociety or ſtate is intitled to, and to 
which an alien, or one who is not a member 
of that ſociety, has no claim. The laws of 
Ged or of Nature, or the common rights of 
mankind, cannot therefore give the inhabit- 
ants of Maſſachuſets any title to the peculiar 
privileges of Britiſh ſubjects, if they are not 
alſo members of the Britiſh community or 
Nate. The laws of God and of nature, 
and 


} 
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and the common rights of mankind, would in- 
deed equally ſerve to ſupport their claim to the 
rights and privileges of Dutchmen, French- 
men, Italians, or of any other Chriſtian ſo- 
ciety or ſtate, as to juſtify their pretenſions 
io the rights and * of Britiſh ſub- 
jects. 


Neaſon and common ſenſe are much fit- 
ter to be employed in proving the goodneſs 
of a title, than to be ſet up themſelyes as a 
title. Reaſon and common ſenſe are faculties 
of the mind, by which the truth or falſ- 
hood of any propoſition is tried, but they 
are not in themſelves either principles or 
propoſitions; when therefore we ſhall have 
tried and examined the ſeveral propoſitions 
on which the colony aſſemblies found their 
claim to all the rights and privileges of Bri- 
tiſh ſubjects, we ſhall then ſee whether they 

äre intitled to them in reaſon and common 


ſenſe, or not. 


A royal charter, it muſt be allowed, 
donveys a clear title to whatever it is in 
the right or prerogative of the crown to 

2 grant; 
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grant; but it is not the prerogative of the 
crown to make, free denizens of aliens; 
"that is, to beſtow on foreigners the rights: 
and privileges of natural-born ſubjects, 
Every act of parliament for naturalizing a fo- 
reigner is a proof that it is not. The king 


of England, or any other king; may grant 
to any people who are their ſuhjects rights 


and privileges /imilar to thoſe enjoyed by the 


people of Great Britain; but no authority, 
other than the ſupreme legiſſature of Great 
Britain, can incorporate any individual or 
people into the Britiſh community, or make 
them partakers of the rights and privileges 
of Britiſh ſubjects. If the inhabitants of 
Maſſachuſets are not therefore the natural 
born ſubjects of the realm of Great Britain, | 
and a part of the Britiſh coramunity, the 
king cannot by any act of his alone natu- 
ralize them, or give them a title to the rights 
and privileges of Britiſh ſubjects, 


An ad of parliament is indeed a ſufficient: 
authority toconvey to any people whoacknow- 
ledge its ſupremacy, the rights and privileges of 


Britiſn ſubjects; but I little expected to have 


4 ſeen 


. 
keen an act of parliament appe 1: dt to by the 
aſſembly of Maſſachuſets, as having con- 
veyed to them any rights or privileges, when 
at the ſame time they are denying that par- 
liament has any juriſdiction ' over them 
whatever. But it ſeems parliament has a 
right to benefit the colonies, but not to di, 
them: it may give them Gowntres, but it 
muſt not impoſe burdens. Its power over the 
colonies is ſomewhat like that allowed by the 
deiſts to the Almighty over his creatures, he 
may reward them with eternal happineſs if 
he pleaſes, but he muſt not puniſh them on 
any account. Parliament however, I am 
afraid, will not be content with ſuch a-power, 
and I would not adviſe the Colonies to rely 
too much upon its good nature; for if it ſhould 
find itfelf to have been wfaken in ranking the 
inhabitants in the Colonies among the ſubjects 
of the realm, and that it has granted the 
privileges and immunities of Britiſh ſubjects 
to thoſe who ate not of the Britiſh commu- 
nity, and difayow its authority over them ; 
there might be danger of its recalling that 
grant, and declaring by another act of par- 
lament, that the rights and privileges of Bri- 

e tiſh 
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„ 
tiſh ſubjects ſhall not extend to the Colo- 
nies. Even the principles of common juſtice, 
which is the laſt pillar of the Maſſachuſets 
aſſemblies title, would demand this of par- 
ment; for it is the higheſt injuſtice that 
thoſe who will not ſhare in the burdens of 
the community, nor be bound by its laws, 
ſhould partake of its benefits, and enjoy its 


privileges in common with thoſe who arg 
its members. 5 


The aſſembly of New Vork introduce 
their reſolutions of the 18th of December, 
17 6 53 with a declaration of ce their faith and 
45 allegiance 1 to his majeſty king George the 
Third, and of their Jugmuſfion to the fur 
«© preme legiſlative power,” undertaking at 
the ſame time to ſhew * that the rights 
e claimed by them, are in 70 manner in- 
77 confiftent with either,” Had the ſubſequent 
reſolutions been conceived in the ſame ſpi- 
ri with this introduction, 1 ſhould have 
been happy i in applauding the wiſdom of the 
aſſembly at New York, and have propoſed 
their example for the inſtruction and imita- 
tion of all the other Colonies, God forbid 


that 


| [ 5 „ 

that any of the inhabitants of the Colonies 
ſhould be deprived of any right which is 
« conſiſtent with their faith and allegiance 
« to the king, and their Submiſſion to the 
« ſupreme legiſlative power.” To intitle 
them to all fuch rights, it js ſufficient that 
they acknowledge themſelves to be ſiubjet7s 
of the realm, and that the ſupreme legiſſa- 
ture admits them ſo to be; the reſolution 
therefore which wonld be the plain conſe- 
quent of this introduction is ſimply this, that 
the people of New York are Britiſh ſub- 
jefts, and thence intitled to all the rights, 
privileges, and immunities of their fellow 
ſubjects the people of England, But inſtead 
of this explicit declaration, that aſſembly 
reſolves, © That they (the people of that Co- 
* lony) owe obedience to all acts of parlia- 
ment not incon/iſtent with the eſſential rights 
and liberties of Engliſhmen, and are intitled 
to the fame rights and libertie# which his 
© majeſty's Exgliſh ſubjefs, both within and 
* without the realm, have ever enjoyed.” 


1 would not be thought to find fault 
without reaſon ; and yet if I do not ſeek oc- 
caſſon for offence in this reſolution, I am 


C 4 ſure 
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ſure I ſhall not find any; for who would 
wiſh that the people of New York, any more 
than the people of England, ſhould pay 
obedience to any act of parliament which 7zs 
inconſiſtent with the rights and liberties of 
Engliſhmen? and notwithſtanding Imay not be 


convinced of their title, yet asl ſincerely defire 


that they may partake of all the rights and li- 
berties which his majeſty's Enghſb ſubecis 
within the realm enjoy; ſo do I moſt freely 
give them all the rights and liberrties which 


| his Engk/b ſubjects without the realm have 
ever enjoyed, although I profeſs I do not very 


well know what it is I am yielding when I 
fay fo, for I really am ignorant who his ma- 
jeſty's Engliſh fubjedts without the realm are, 
or what are the rights and liberties which 
they enjoy. I ſhall therefore leave this aſ- 
ſembly in full poſſeſſion of their reſolutions, 
and only extract two other of them, which 


I ſhall horaſte have ne to take node 
ef. | 


© RE SOLVED, 
* Thatitinvolves the greateſt inconſiſtency 
„ with the known principles of the Engliſh 
ka conſtitution, ta ſuppoſe that the honour- 
able 


( 25 1 
te able houſe of commons of Great Britain 
cc can, without diveſting the inhabitants of 
C this colony of their moſt eſſential rights, 
te grant to the crown their, or any part of 
be their eſtates for any purpoſe whatſoever. 


cc ResoLveD, 
ce That from the firſt Grtlement of the 


“ Colanies, it has been the ſenſe of the go- 


te uernment at bame, that ſuch grants could 
« nat be conſtitutionally made, and therefore 
** applications for the ſupport of govern- 
* ment, and other public exigencies, have 
* aluays been made to the repreſentatives 
& of the people of this colony.” 


I come now to-what Mr. Dickenſon calls 
the American declaration of rights, which 
are the reſolutions of the committees from 


may expect to find the ſeparate. and irregu- 
lar claims of each Colony conſolidated and 


reduced into ſyſtem and conſiſtency. VR 


reſolutions are as fallow : 


* 
That 


the ſeveral Colony affemblies, which met at 
New Vork, 19 October, 1765. and here we 


| THR 
- 1 4 


«© That his mgjeſty's ſubjects in theſe Co- 
46 lonies owe the ſame allegiance to the 
te crown of Great Britain that is owing from 
« his ſubjects born within the realm, and aft 
fe due ſubordination to that auguſt body, the 
** parliament of Great Britain. | 


<« That his majeſty's lege ſubjects in theſe 
« Colonies are intitled to all the inberent 
* rights and liberties of his natural-born 
« ſubjects within the kingdom of oy 
„ Britain,” 


In their petitign to the houſe of commons 
they thus expreſs themſelves : It is from 
* and under the Engliſh conſtitution we de- 
* rive all our ciyil- and religious rites and li- 
© berties; we glory in being ſubjects of the 
« beſt of kings, and having been born un- 
«« der the moſt perfect form of government.” 
Further: We eſteem our connexions with 
« and dependence on Great Britain as one of 
our greateſt bleflings; and apprehend the 
latter will appear to be ſufficiently ſecure, 
e when it is conſidered that the inbabitants 
in the Colonies have the moſt unbounded 
« affection. . 


TE 


te affection for his majeſty's perſon, family, 
te and government, as well as for the mother 
e country, and that their fubardination to 
** the parliament is univerſally acknow- 
dc ledged.” 


A plain Engliſh ike of theſe reſolu- 
tions and petitions would be apt to i imagine 
theſe committees had, in effect, given up 
the point, and had fajrly acknowledged the 
ſupreme authority of parliament over the Co- 
lonies; and that, as we all meant the ſame 
thing on both ſides the water, it was not 
worth while to quarrel about the manner of 
expreſſing it. This the committees expect- 
ed; and their ſkill in framin g their reſolu- 


tions and petitions would have been thrown | 


away, if their manner of expreſſing them- 
ſelves had not excited in the reader ideas 


much more extenſive than the ſtrict, even 
Engl ſh, meaning of the term would juſtify. 


What Engliſhman could defire more of 


the Colonies than due obedience to that auguſt 


body, the parliament of Great Britain ? But 
what is due obedience is a matter in which 
("core LO 


— 


* oy 
they and the people of England differ ex- 
oeedingly; and the committees choſe to re- 
ſerve to the colomes their own conſtruction of 
the terms, while they hoped the people of 
England would be led to believe they agreed 
with them in theirs, 


An Engliſhman conceives due obedience 
to parliament to mean lawful obedience, or 
obedience to an act of parliament. The Colo- 
nies conceive the parliament to have no right 
to make laws for them; and due obedience 
to parliament is therefore, in their apprehen- 
fion, no obedience at all. An Engliſhman, 
without treaſon, though perhaps not without 
* mental falſhood, may ſwear to pay all dye 
obedience to the king of France; becauſe, as 
he conceives that king to have no right to 
his obedience as an Engliſhman, he promiſes 
to pay him none. Where there is no right 
to require obedience, there can be none due ; 
and to deny the right to the demand, and 
profeſs to pay what is due, is contemptible 
chicane. 
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The title of Augyft Boch, which EY 


give the parliament, is another ſubterfuge 
for ſeeming to reſpect its authority, whilſt 
they mean to diſavow it, An auguſt body 
it certainly is, and foreigners frequently call 
it ſo; but the ſubjects of the realm know it 
by another title, that of ſupreme legiſlature. 
That title would however have implied obe- 
dience to its laws in thoſe who gave it ; but 
the committees, not intending toacknowled ge 
ſuch obedience, avoided giving it that title 
which is only proper from ſubjects, and gave 


it one which implied no relation or depend- 
ence on it, and yet carried fo much the ap- 


pearance of reſpect, that it might be RT 
to mean it. 


The diſtinction they mark in their reſo- 
lations between the people of America and 
the people of England, by terming the one 
bis mazeſtys liege fubjefts in the Colonies, 
and the other, his natural-born ſubjects, or 
his ſubjects born within the realm, plainly, 
though indirectly, declares it to be their opi- 
nion, that the people in the Colonies, are 
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not the king's natural. born ſubjeds, or hit 
ſubjects born within the realm, They cannot 


therefore claim the rights and privileges of 
Engliſhmes, from their being Britiſh ſubjects 
in common with the people of England, or 
the ſubjects born within the realm; and yet 
no other title to thoſe rights do any of them 
pretend, than that ſuch are the rights and p privi- 
leges of Engliſhmen or Britiſh ſubjects. For 
they go on to reſolve, « That it is inſeparably 
« effential to the freedom of a people, and the 
« undoubted right of Engl; omen, that no 
te taxes be impoſed on them but with their 
« own conſent, given perſonally, or by their 
« repreſentatives. That trial by jury is the 
ec inherent and invaluable right of every 
« Britiſh ſubjett i in theſe Colonies.” Allo, 
ce that it is the right of the Britiſb ſubjedts | in 
« theſe Colonies to petition the king or either 
« houſe of parliament.” This is- all very 
true and very ſenſible; but who thoſe Eng- 
_ liſhmen or Britiſh ſubjefts in the Colonies 
are, to whom, and 70 whom only, theſe ri ights 
belong, cannot eaſily be diſcovered. They 
cannot be the inhabitants of the Colonies, or 


| thoſe who have been born there; for the 
formet 


T 11 | 
former reſolutions ſay, that the Colonies ard 
not within the Britiſh realm, nor that the 
people who are born there are the natural- 
born ſubjecis of the kin 2 born within ad 
realm, 51 

611 10 

Having thus ſeen e wii fart of 00 
dations the diffetent colony aſſemblies build 
their ſeveral titles to the rights and privileges 
of Engliſhmen, and that each ſuperſtrue- 
ture, at the approach of reaſon, vaniſhes like 
be baſeleſs fabric of à Vifion,—— 
I will not fatigue the reader with a diſcuf- 
ſion of the arguments introduced by the co- 
lony advocates in ſupport of the aſſemblies 
| reſolutions. Whatever they can urge in be- 
half of the Colonies claim to the rights and 
privileges of Engliſhmen, whilſt they deny 
that they are ſubjects of the realm, or na- 
tural-born Britiſh ſubjects, and that the Co- 
lonies are within the realm, muſt be ob- 
noxious to the ſame charges of inconſiſ- 
tency and abſurdity to which the aſſemblies 
reſolutions are ſo palpably liable; and the 
ſimpleſt of my countrymen can eaſily detect 
the moſt artful American ſophiſter, by in- 


ſiſting 
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ffting upon his anſwering this pMin queſtioti $ 
Are the people in the Colonies Britiſh ſubs 


jets, or are they allens ot foreigners ? 


The aſſemblies and their advocates, aware 
of this dangerous dilemma, have never di- 
reQly and explicitly declared, as the reader 
muſt have obſerved; that they are, or that 
they are not, Britiſh ſubjects; that is, ſubjects 
of the Britiſh ſtate or community. They 


avoid that declaration by every artifice and 


ſubterfuge that words can ſupply them with; 
They are at one time © Engliſhmen,” at 
another * the children, and not the bas 
« ftards of Britons :” they are © free Bri - 
e tons; * the king of Great Britain's liege 
« fubjects; they owe the ſame fealty 
« and allegiance to his majeſty that is 
due to him from hid ſubjects in Great 
* Britain,” and numberleſs other equivocal 
profeſfions, which ſerve to elude the main 
queſtion at the fame time, as if under each 
character they had defined their condition to 
be that of Britiſh ſubjects, they boldly draw 
the confequence, that they are intitled to 


all the rights and privileges of natural- born 
fubjcets 


N 
ſubjets in common with the people of 
England. That they cannot however main- 
tain their title to thoſe rights upon any other 
ground, than that of their being Britiſh ſub- 
jects, born and inhabiting within the realm, 
is, I think, ſufficiently evident; and there- 
fore, that they may fail in proving that they 
are not - Britiſh ſubjects, and that the Colo- 
nies lie without the realm, is the moſt friend- 
ly wiſh I can give them. How far they have 
ſucceeded in the fatal attempt, - muſt be the 
ſubject of our next enquiry, | 


And here we ſhall perceive, that however 
cautious the Colonies have been in admitting 
that they are Britiſh ſubjects in any ſenſe what- 
ever, that they do not nevertheleſs, as yet, reject 
the authority of parliament to bind them in 
any caſe, fave in the article of taxation; and, 

againſt even this right in parliament, they 
do not urge that they are not Britiſh ſubjects, 
and conſequently not within the juriſdiction 
of the ſupreme. Britiſh legiſlature, . becauſe 
that plea would jnvolve every other right of 
juriſdiction in the decifion of that queſtion ; 
and it is the artifice of the managers on be- 

D half 
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half of the Colonies, to avoid general queſ- 
tions, and to keep back and conceal conſe- 
quences, left the unſuſpecting people of 
England ſhould too ſoon catch the alarm, 


and reſolve to withſtand their * attempts 
at independeney. 


When the repeal of the ſtamp- act was 
their object, a diſtinction was ſet up be- 


tween internal and external taxes; they pre- 


tended not to diſpute the right of parliament 


to impoſe external taxes, or port duties, upon 


the Colonies, Whatever were the purpoſes 
of parliament in laying them on, or however 
productive of revenue they might be. Nay, 
Doctor Franklin tells the houſe of commons, 
that © they have a natural and equitable right 
« to ſome fell or duty upon merchandizes 
<« carried through that part of their domi- 
« nions, viz. the American ſeas, towards 
« defraying the expence they are at in ſhips to 
ce maintain the ſafety of that carriage,” This, 
however, was only the language for 1765 and 
1766, but when parliament ſeemed to adopt 
the diſtinction, and waiving for the preſent 
the exerciſe of its right to im pes internal 
taxes, 
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taxes, impoſed certain duties on merchan- 
dizes imported into the Colonies, and carried 
through thoſe ſeas which the parliament was 
told were theirs : the diſtinction between 
internal and external taxes is rejected by the 
colony advocates, and a new one deviſed be- 
tween taxes for the regulation of trade, and 

taxes for the purpoſe of revenue. 


This new diſtinction, however, between 
taxes for the regulation of trade, and taxes 
for the purpoſe of revenue, as far as it re- 
ſpects the right of parliament to impoſe the 
one, but not the other, is, of all abſurdities, 
the moſt ridiculous that ever was contended 
for. It is ſaying, in other words, that par- 
liament has a right to impoſe a heavy tax, 
but not a ſmall one, It may lay one fo 
grievous, that no body can afford to pay it; 
but it has no authority to impoſe one which 
may be eaſily borne : nay, in the inſtances 
referred to by Mr. Dickenſon in his Farmer's 
Letters, it ſhould ſeem to mean that parlia- 
ment has no right to reduce a tax which it 
has had a legal right to impoſe in a manner 
extremely burdenſome. The right of Par- 
| D 2 liament 
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| liament to charge foreign molaſſes with a 
duty of ſix-pence a gallon was unqueſtion- 
able; but, for parliament to reduce the ſix- 
pence to three-pence, is a violent uſurpation 
of unconſtitutional authority, and an in- 
fringement of the rights and privileges of the 
people in the Colonies. The reduction of 
the duty upon black teas too was another 
intolerable grievance: whilſt they carried out 
with them a duty of one ſhilling a pound, 
paid at the Eaſt- India Company's ſales, which, 
by the ordinary increaſe of charges, amount- 
ed to near eighteen pence when the teas ar- 
rived in America, things went on very 
well; but when parliament took off that 
ſhilling, and inſtead thereof laid on a duty 
of three pence, to be paid on importation of 
the tea into the Colonies, which precluded 
all increaſe of charges, then were the Colo- 
nies undone. Even the late duties upon oils 
and colours, &c. it ſeems, have become 
grievous from their being no duties at ell; 
for Mr. Dickenſon tells us, in his eleventh 
letter, that the drawbacks which are al- 
lowed upon their exportation from England, 
amount to more money than all the duties 
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together which are laid upon them on their 
arrival in the Colonies will produce. I be- 
lieve it is the firſt time that the Colonies of 
any ſtate, have complained of the injuſtice of 
the mother-country in laying taxes upon them 
which were not ſufficiently heavy; nor was 
it ever before diſcovered, that the proper 
means to refreſs the grievances of any peo- 
ple, were to-increaſe their taxes. And yet 
this is certainly the caſe in the preſent in- 
ſtance between Great Britain and her Colo- 
nies; for, if parliament had augmented the 
duties upon foreign melaſſes, inſtead of re- 
ducing them, or had it laid on another ſhil- 
ling upon black teas exported to the Colonies, 
inſtead of taking one off, the right to do fo 
would have been admitted. But (ſays Mr. 
Dickenſon) the heavy tax would have ope- 
rated as a prohibition, which is a regu/atzon 
of trade ; the light tax is intended to be paid, 
and is laid for the purpoſe of revenue. 


It is the purpoſe of parhament in laying the 
tax, which, it ſeems, gives it the right of 
laying it, Curious reaſoning this! — Now, 
ſhould it happen, that parliament was at 
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any time miſtaken in its purpoſe, and that a 
tax which it impoſed with an intention that 
no body ſhould pay it, that is, that it ſhould 
operate as a prohibition, ſhould really turn 
out to be ſuch a tax as the commodity on 
which it was charged could bear, and the 
people in the Colonies were willing to pur- 
chaſe it at the price the tax had raiſed it to, 
what ſhould we do then ? If the tax be paid 
it then becomes a revenue tax, and no long- 
er a prohibitory one; and is thenceforward 


a grievance, and an infringement of the 


rights of the Colonies. On the other hand, 
ſuppoſe parliament ſhould be miſtaken in a 
tax it laid for the purpoſe of revenue, and it 
turned out a prohibition, would the tax then 
become a conſtitutional one ? 


Nevertheleſs, ſay the colony advocates, the 
eſſential diſtinction between the two ſorts of 
taxes will ſubſiſt in the purpoſe for which the tax 
is laid, no matter how it may operate; and for 
this eſſential diſtinction we are referred to our 
old ſtatutes. Let the reaſoning of parliament 
in the preamble to the 1 5th of Charles the 
Second, chap. the eleventh, be the meaſure 

| of 
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of this diſtinction, and then we ſhall ſec 
where the boundary line is to be drawn. 


In regard, ſays this ſtatute, ** that his ma- 
te jeſty's plantations, &c. beyond the ſeas, are 
© inhabited and peopled by bis ſubjects of this bis 
« kingdom of England, for the maintaining a 
greater correſpondence and kindneſs be- 
« tween them, and keeping them in a firmer de- 
te pendence upon it, and rendering them yet 
© more beneficial and advantageous to it, in the 
further employment and increaſe of Engliſh 
« ſhippingandſeamen,vent of Engliſb aooollen, 
and other manufactures andcammodities, ren- 
« dering the navigation to and from the ſame 
more ſafe and cheap, and making this king- 
*« dom a ſtaple, not only of the commodities 1 
« tboſe plantations, but alſo of the commodities 
« of other countries and places; for the ſupply- 
ing of them, be it enacted, &c.” Theſe ſe- 
veral purpoſes are therefore to be deemed re- 
gulations of trade; and to whatever tax or duty 
which may be impoſed with any of thoſe put- 
poſes, the Colonies ought to ſubmit, notwith- 
ſtanding a revenue ſhould incidentally ariſe 
from them. Be it ſo. One purpole, then it ap- 
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pears, is, the making the colonies a vent for 
ce Britiſh manufactures. Now if the Britiſh 
manufacturers are heavily taxed, and the Ame- 
rican manufacturer pays no taxes, or very ſmall 
ones, the Britiſh manufactures muſt come 
much dearer to the conſumer in the Colonies 
than American manufactures, and conſe- 

quently the Britiſh manufactures will not 
| fell there, and the Colonies will no longer 

be a vent for them. To prevent which, 

there can be no means ſo evident or effectual, 

as taking off taxes from the Britiſh manufac- 
turers and laying them on the American ma- 
nufacturer. With this view, and with this 
purpoſe, of « ſecuring a vent for the Britiſh 
«© manufactures,” an act of parliament, lay- 
ing a poll-tax upon all manufacturers of 
linen or wool, or a heavy tax upon all kinds 
of manufactures which ſhould be made in 
the Colonies, would be extremely proper. 
For this purpoſe alſo, all materials for ma- 
nufactures ſhould be taxed, unleſs exported 
to Great Britain; as ſhould all tools and in- 
ſtruments for manufacturing. The encou- 
ragement of Engliſb navigation likewiſe 
opens another vein for drawing off the 


life- 
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iſe- blood of the Colonies, as they call their 
money. Tonnage duties upon all ſhips 
and veſſels built in the Colonies; duties 
upon all materials for ſhip-building, of the 
product of the Colonies, or imported there; 
and, in ſhort, there is ſcarcely a tax, internal 
or external, which the people in England 
are liable to, that might not be impoſed on 
the Colonies, for ſome of theſe purpoſes. 
Beſides, if we enter thoroughly into the mat- 
ter, we ſhall find that it is always an argu- 
ment of the want of finance ability in the 
miniſter who propoſes any tax which is not 
intended to operate beneficially as a regula- 
tion, as well as to produce revenue. 


A land-tax is a judicious regulation, in- 
aſmuch as it excites the land owner to cul- 
tivate and improve his lands; and with this 
very view, taxes are laid upon unimproved 
lands in America, by the colony aſſemblies. 
Thus our Eaſt-India duties are many of them 
calculated to promote our own manufac- 


tures, as well as to raiſe a revenue. Thus 
the duties upon French goods were impoſed 
with a view to check the trade of France, 


to 


e 
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to encourage our own manufactures, and, 
at the fame time, to raiſe a fund for defray- 
ing the public expences. So likewiſe are a 
multitude of our taxes upon articles of luxury 
and of extravagance in our home conſump- 
tion; ſo likewiſe are the taxes upon many 
of our exports, to prevent the manufacture 
of our raw materials abroad, and to encou- 
rage it at home The double tax upon the 
Roman Catholics was laid with a view to 
' weaken that intereſt, as well as to raiſe a 
revenue; and it was conſidered and urged as 
the ſtrongeſt motive for laying on the Britiſh 
ſtamp duties upon licences to keep ale-houſes, 
to ſell wine and fpirituous liquors, and even 
thoſe upon all law-proceedings, and upon 
the admiſſion of attornies, and many others, 
that thoſe duties would greatly operate to 
diſcourage and diminiſh what was wiſhed to 
be checked, as well as produce a public 
revenue. 


Upon this principle, even the ſtamp- act 
in America might have been conſidered as a 
tegulation; for it was intended like wiſe to 
prevent or detect the forgery of deeds, wills, 


O 
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or other inſtruments ; to diſcourage, by a 
high duty, the grant of large quantities of 
land to one perſon; to make all law pro- 
ceedings and inſtruments in the Engliſh lan- 
guage, and thence incite the foreign ſubjects 
to learn it; to diſcourage a ſpirit of unneceſ- 
fary litigation in the Colonies ; to prevent diſ- 
orders which frequently happen from tip- 
pling-houſes in remote places, and from ſell- 
ing ſpirituous liquors to the Indians in the 
woods; to make the entries and clearances 
of ſhips more regular; and to prevent falſe 

cockets, and ſeveral things of thelike nature, 


This boaſted diſtinction between taxes 


for the regulation of trade, and taxes for the 
purpoſe: of revenue, we therefore ſee is 
without a difference, and will in no fort 
ſerve to protect the Colonies from parliamen- 


tary internal and external taxation, however 


it may ſerve for a pretence, under which to 
ſtrip parliament of all juriſdiction over the 
Colonies, 


I have indeed thought of a diſtinction 
which would ſuit the Colonies purpoſes 
much 
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much better, and which, I believe, is what 
they mean, by the difference between taxes 
for the purpoſe of revenue, and taxes as re- 
' gulations of trade, if they choſe to ſpeak it 
out, which 1s that between the impoſing 
taxes and collecting them. They would ac- 
knowledge, with all their hearts, a right in 
parliament to do the one, provided it never 
attempted to do the other. It is this yew in- 
vention of collecting taxes that makes them 
burdenſome to the Colonies, and an infringe- 
ment of their rights and privileges; and 
herein it is that Mr. Grenville's adminiſtra- 
tion has proved the zra of the Colonies loſs 
of liberty. | OO 


The duty of ſix pence a gallon upon fo- 
reign molaſſes, which had been laid thirty 
years before Mr. Grenville was firſt commiſ- 
fioner of the treaſury, was no grievance, be- 
cauſe it had never been collected; but when 
that gentleman reduced the duty to three 
pence, all liberty was at an end—for he 
took meaſures for the Colonies to pay the 
three pence. | | 

For 


"2109 0 


For this invention of collecting taxes, and 
making them productive of revenue, it is, 
that this gentleman has been confidered by 
ſome of the heated advocates of the Co- 
Jonies as the determined, implacable enemy 
of their liberties; that he has been purſu- 
ed by them, and their partizans, on this ſide 
the water, with the bittereſt malevolence. 
Yet, notwithſtanding theſe calumnies, thoſe 
who know his public declarations, and his 
private ſentiments, can teſtify, that he ne- 
ver entertained. a thought of reſenting the 
harſh and unjuſt treatment he met with 

from them, much leſs did he ever wiſh to 
deprive the Colonies of any privilege which 
the Britiſh conſtitution gave them a right 
to, or their ſafety, and that of Great Bri- 
tain, would permit them to enjoy. Many 
gentlemen in the Colonies authentically 
know, that ſuch are his private diſpoſitions; 
nor can they or the people of Great Britain 
be ignorant, that he has frequently mani- 
feſted them in the moſt public and ſolemn 
manner. When the parliamentary right 
7 e hg 
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of taxation has been queſtioned, have they 
not heard him declare in theſe terms, 
« That to ſuch a ſurrender of the legiſla - 
« tive authority I can never be a par- 
„ty, as I think it the higheſt ſpecies of 
« treaſon againſt the conſtitution and ſo- 
te vereign authority of this kingdom, to de · 
«« prive it of one-fourth part of its ſubjects: 
i but tho I cannot adopt nor approve of 
te ſuch a plan, yet I can fubmit to it; and 
«+ havingdone my duty to the utmoſt, by en- 
© deayouring to convince the king, the par- 
% liament, and the people, of the unhappy 
* conſequences of ſuch a meafure, I ſhall 
„ wait the event till experience has given 
«© convidion'one way or the other; and fo 
« faraml from thinking, if I had the power, 
that I have a right to carry matters to ex- 
« tremity, as it is ſuppaſed I would, in order 
to inſorce myoun opinions in contradiction 
* to theirs, upon a ſubject of ſuch infiniteim- 
<« -portance to the whole, that if I were to ſee 
the king, the parliament, and the people, 
ready to run into extremes on that ſide, 
% which in the courſe of things feems to 
me highly probable, I would employ all 
| = ©« the 


OS 
the means in my power to prevent it, and 
to ſuggeſt temperate meaſures as long as 
they were practicable; being fully per. 
« ſuaded, that whatever blame there is, it 
« is owing to thoſe in England who have 
« weakly or wickedly miſled the ſubjects in 
« America, and not to the Colonies them- 
„ ſelves, who have done no more than any 
other people would have done, to whom 
an immunity from taxes had been holden 
forth, and who have been encouraged as 
they have been.” But not to enter fur- 
ther into this matter, and to return from this 
digreſſion, which juſtice to ſo diſtinguiſhed 
2 character, and the deſire of undeceiving 
my fellow-ſubje&s in the Colonies led me 
into, let us enquire whether this tax could 
have operated as a regulation of trade, or 
fulfilled any purpoſe of parliament in im- 
poling it, if it were not collected. 


The purpoſe of parliament in impoſing 
the tax, as the ſtatute expreſſes it, was to give 1 
a preference to the molaſſes of the Britiſh | 
iſlands, or, in other words, to raiſe the = 
price of foreign molaſſes ſo high, that the 1 
4 molaſſes 


molaſſes of our own iſlands could be afford- 


* 2 Z os wn * * 
— 4 
Os 
- _ - . _ 
* "WTR * — Te 
_ — S — 
* — — A ho 
3 


which would have been a moſt notable proof 


— — 2 — 2 Sa Be * vr $4 ee eh 
Y 7 — 1 CY 5 4 


_” 


[ 48 ] 


ed cheaper, or at leaſt at the fame price. 
Now, unleſs this tax was collected, this pur- 
poſe could not be effected; and if it was col- 
lected, and che ſame quantity of foreign mo- 
laſſes was imported, as has been imparted 
ſince the tax was reduced to three pence, 
the revenue which ſhould have ariſen from 
this regulation tax would have been double 
the ſum of what the tax of three pence im- 
poſed for the purpoſe of revenue produced, 


of the difference in this diſtinction. But ſup- 
pole the tax of ſix pnce a gallon was too hea- 
vy for the foreign commodity to bear, and 
that the molaſſes of the Britiſh iſlands only 
was imported, as cheaper than the foreign 
with-the duty, the duty then operates as a 
prohibition upon foreign melaſſes; and what 
is the conſgquence ? The people in the Co- 
lonies are obliged to purchaſe the molaſſes. 
of the Britiſh iſlands at the price they can 
afford to {ell it for, or at which they chuſe to 
part with it. Now, as it comes dearer than 
the foreign molaſſes would, if there wete no 
duty, the difference of price between what 

N the 
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the Colonies paid for foreign molaſſes before 
the Duty, and that which they paid for the 
molaſſes of the Britiſh iſlands fince the duty, 
is a tax taken out of the pockets of the peo- 
ple in the Colonies by act of parliament, 


and put into the pockets of the planters in - 


the Britiſh iſlands. * Are theſe then the ſort 
of taxes which parliament has a right to im- 
poſe upon the Colonies ? Does the purpoſe 
of the tax, being for efiriching the ſugar 
planters in the Britiſh iſlands at the expence 


of the Colonies on the Continent, make it 


more palatable to the Colonies, than if it 
were for the general ſervice of protecting and 
ſecuring themſelves? And after all, is it the 
privilege of being taxed by parliament for the 
benefit of individuals in other parts of the 
Britiſh empire, and an exemption from taxes 


for the general good, that the Colonies are 


contending for ? 


Perhaps it may be thought that I have 
ipent more time and taken more pains in 
expoſing the abſurdities contained in this ex- 
travagant doctrine, of a right in parliament 
to impoſe taxes as regulations of trade, but 
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not to impoſe any for the purpoſe of revenue, 
than the importance of it merited. or the 
authority by which it is ſupported intitled it 
to; for it would be fo very eaſy for parlia- 
ment to draw from the Colonies whatever 
revenue it thought fit to require, under the 
deſcription of taxes for the regulation of trade, 
that, merely for the purpoſe of revenue, it 
might never be requiſite for parliament to 


- impoſe any taxes whatever on the Colonies, 
and therefore the right of doing ſo on that 


account is not worth enquiring into. But 
whatever impeaches the juriſdiction of par- 
liament over the Colonies, however inſigni- 
ficant in itſelf, becomes of importance from 
its conſequences ; for if the authority of the 
legiſlative be not in one inſtance equally ſu- 


preme over the Colonies as it is over the 


people of England, then are not the Colo- 
nies of the ſame community with the peo- 
ple of England. All diſtinctions deſtroy this 
union; and if it can be ſhewn in any parti- 
cular to be diffolved, it muſt be ſo in all 
inſtances whatever, There is no alternative: 
either the Colonies are a part of the commu- 
nity of Great Britain, or they are in a ſtate 

| of 
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of nature with reſpect to her, and in no caſe 
can be ſubject to the juriſdiction of that le- 
giſlative power which repreſents her com- 
munity, which is the Britiſh parliament. . 


However faint any line of partition may 
be attempted to be drawn between the peo- 
ple in England and the people in the Colo- 
nies, it is not to be endured, it we would 
preſerve the union between them as one 
community, and the ſupremacy of parlia- 
ment over all as the repreſentative of that 
community. 


If the Farmer's Letters were indeed to be 
conſidered as mere ſpeculative eſſays upon 
civil government, neither the juſtneſs or ele- 


gance of the compoſition, the knowledge 


of the ſubject handled, or the conſtitutional 
learning diſplayed in them, would give them 
much authority, or intitle them to the no- 
tice I have taken of them; but their pur- 
pole being to excite reſentment in the Colo- 
nies againſt their parent country, and to puſh 
them on to a ſeparation from her, tenderneſs 
tor my deluded fellow - ſubjects engaged me 

'E 2 to 


( 52 ] 
to expoſe the fallacies and abſurdities at- 
tempted to be impoſed upon them for de- 
monſtrative truths z with the ſame view, I 
ſhall now ſelect a few out of the many in- 
conſiſtencies and ſelf- contradictions of that 
writer. © If (fays he in his firſt letter) the 
« Britiſh parliament has a legal authority to 
&« order that we ſhall furniſh 4 Angle article 
&« for the troops here, and to compel obe- 
e dience to that order, they have the ſame 
right to order us to ſupply thoſe troops 
« with arms, cloaths, and every neceſſary; 
« and to compel obedience to that order 
* alſo: in ſhort, 70 lay any burdens they pleaſe 
t hon us, Again, an act of parliament, 
te commanding us to do a certain thing, if it 
„ has any validity, is a 7ax upon us for the 
e expence that accrues in complying with 
eit.“ In another place in the ſame letter 
he ſays, © If Great Britain can order us 10 
« come to ber for neceſſaries we want, and 
can order us to pay what taxes ſhe pleaſes 
« before we take them away, or when we 
* land them here, we are as abject ſlaves as 
« France and Poland can ſhew in woodep 
* ſhoes and with uncombed hair,” 


* 


1 

« Let us (ſays he in his twelſth letter) 
conſider ourſelves as men, freemen, chri- 
« ſtian-freemen, ſeparated from the reſt of 
« the world, and firmly bound together 
« by the ſame rights, intereſts, and dan- 
gers.“ What (continues he) have theſe 
« Colonies to alk while they continue free? 
« or what have they to dread, but inſidious 
« attempts to ſubvert their freedom ? They 
« form one political body of which each colony 


„ig a member.” 


r If we take the ſenſe of theſe ſeveral paſ- 
0 ſages together, we ſhall find that the exer- | 
ciſe of ſovereign authority over the Colonies | 
is connected ſo intimately with the right of 
taxation, that the one cannot ſubſiſt without 
the other in any caſe whatſoever. The im- 
preſſing waggons or boats for the tranſporta- 
tion of troops or their baggage ; the quar- 
tering them even upon public houſes ; their 
trampling down a man's fences in their 
march, or encamping upon his grounds; their 
paſſage over ferries or toll-bridges — are all 
taxes, it ſeems ; for in all theſe caſes, ſometbing 
is furniſhed to the troops, or ſomething is 
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done by them, or ſomething is commanded 
to be done for them, from whence ſome ex- 
pence will accrue to the people in the Colonies. 
And if parliament has no right to require any 
of theſe things to be done, without the con- 
ſent of the Colonies, it can have no right 
to keep up any troops in the Colonies, or to 
march them through the country without 
their conſent, which is repugnant to every 
idea of ſovereignty on the one part, and of 
dependence on the other ; beſides, there can 
be neither reſtraints nor regulations of trade 
but what muſt fall within ſome of theſe de- 
{criptions of taxes. To oblige a planter to 
carry his products to a port of entry, when 
a veſſel can take them in at his own landing- 
place, nay, to oblige a merchant to ſhip his 
goods from the cuſtomhouſe-quay, when 
another wharf is more convenient to him, 
is to command the planter and merchant to a 
certain things from whence expence will accrue. 
The fees paid the officers of the cuſtoms 
for entries and clearances, are alſo expences 
charged upon the Colonies, and conſequent- 
ly taxes. Confining the Colonies to purchaſe 
commodities or manufactures in Great Bri- 
tain, 


(88-1 | 

tain, when they could purchaſe them at a 
cheaper rate elſewhere, is taxing them in 
this way of reaſoning ; obliging the Colonies 
to ſell their products in Great Britain, or to 
land them there before they carry them to 
another market, is likewiſe a tax upon 
them—for in all theſe caſes, they are com- 
manded to do ſomething from whence expence 
accrues, | | , 


All the taxes which are paid by the peo- 
ple in England, inaſmuch as they ſerve to 


raiſe the price of labour or materials, and 
thereby raiſe the price of manufaQtures, are 
all taxes upon the people of the Colonies, 
who are obliged to purchaſe thoſe manufac- 
tures at our prices, and may not get them 
from other countries. 


It would be endleſs to trace this doctrine 
of taxes through all its conſequences. I 
have already gone far enough to ſhew, that 


upon Mr. Dickenſon's principles, where they 


cannot be impoſed, there can be neither re- 
ſtraints upon trade, nor exerciſe of ſovereign 
authority; and that if Great Britain does 
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not poſſeſs the right of taxing the Colonies, 


ſhe has no right to exerciſe any juriſdiction 
over them; but that the Colonies are, as 


Mr. Dickenſon ſays they are, of themſelves, 


% a diſtinct community, or one political 
** body of which each colony is a member, 
* ſeparated from the reſt of the world,” 


and eſpecially from Great Britain, Yet not- 


withſtanding, theſe are clearly the conſe- 
quences which muſt follow from his pre- 
mile ; and that ſuch are the conſequences the 


| Colonies mean ſhould follow from them; 


yet Mr. Dickenſon, not caring to diſcover the 
whole of their purpoſe ſo fully at preſent, 
in the beginning of his ſecond letter, thus ex- 
preſſes himſelf: The parliament unqueſ- 
** tionably poſſeſs a legal authority to regulate 
* the trade of Great Britain and all her 
&« Colonies: ſuch an authority is eſſential 
to the relation between a mother country 
* and her Colonies, and neceſſary for the 
* common good of all, He who conſiders 
ce theſe provinces, as ſtates diſtinct from the 


„ Britiſh empire, has very ſlender notions of 
juſtice, or of their intereſts: we are but 


6 . of a whole, and therefore there muſt 
cc « exit 


1 1 9 


ce exif} a power ſomewhere 0 preſide and Pre- | 


« ſerve the connection in due order; this power 
is lodged in the parhament.” Again, in the 


{fame letter, he ſays, that we (the Colonies) 


% may be legally bound, by act of parlia- 
« ment, to pay any general duties on theſe 
'** commodities, that is, paper and glaſs 
Kc. relative to the regulation of trade, 
'« ig granted”, How it comes to paſs that 
theſe general duties do not occaſion an 
expence to the people who pay them, Mr. 
Dickenſon has not told us, or in what 
manner the parliament of Great Britain can 
exerciſe its legal authority to regulate the 


trade of the Colonies, and preſide over the 


the whole, and preſerve the connection in due 
order, without a power of commanding the 
Colonies to furniſh a fingle article for ſuch 
part of the national forces, as it may, for 


theſe purpoſes, be thought fit to ſtation 


among them; or what fort of regulations 
of trade parliament can deviſe, from the 


obſervance of which na expence will ac- _ 


crue to the Colonies, are matters which he 
has not thought proper to explain. 


But 
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The definition of a tax, ſays this writer, in 


on the ſubject, for the SOLE PURPOSE of le- 
 wying money. All taxes whatever, there- 


pur poſe, are no taxes at all; and neither the 


ubicb it is granted, or the uſe to which it is 
applied. But in his ninth letter, he changes 
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But theſe are not all thediliculties which 
occur in this extraordinary performance. 


his fourth letter, is, that it is an impoſition 


fore, which are not impoſed with hrs ſole 


impoſing or the levying the tax, can there- 
fore be the grievance, but the purpoſe for 


his opinion; for, ſays he, if money be raiſed 
« upon us by others, without our conſent, 
« for our defence, thoſe who are the judges 
« in levying it, mult alſo be the judges in 
« applying it. With what face can we diſ- 
«« pute the fact, after having granted, that 
« thoſe who apply the money had a right 7 
« levy it? Beſides, he goes on, © the right 
« of levying is of infinitely more conſequence 
« than that of applying.” The reference 
he makes to the praftife in England, in 
order to elucidate his reaſoning in this 
neut, is an * proof of his know- 

ledge 
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ledge of the conſtitution of this country, 
and of his qualifications as a critic upon 
its government. The people of Eng- 
<« land, fays he, who would burſt out into 
ce fury, if the crown ſhould attempt to levy 
“money by its own authority, have always 
« aſſigned to the crown the application of 
ce money.” 


Perhaps all theſe ſeeming abſurdities and 
contradictions would be reconciled or obvi- 
ated, if we rightly underſtood the account he 
gives us in the firſt page of his firſt letter, of 
the connection between Great Britain and her 
Colonies ; and it is a pity, his learned editor 
has not given the public adiſſertation upon that 
moſt ingenious and inſtructive paſſage. We 
<« are,” that is, the Colonies are, ſays he “ as 
«© much dependent on Great Britain, as a per- 
« fectiy free people can be on another.” 


But the main objection, and on which 
all the other objections made by the Colo- 
nies againſt the right of parliament to 
impoſe taxes upon them, is founded, re- 


mains to be examined. They tell us, that 
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te jt is the true principle of government, 
0 that no man ſhould pay a tax to which 
« he does not conſent, either in his own 
e perſon, or by his repreſentative choſen by 
« him ; that the Colonies are not repreſented 
« in the Britiſh parliament, and therefore 
*« cannot be taxed by it.” 


This doctrine, that taxation and repre- 
ſentation upon the true principles of go- 
vernment muſt go together, is ſo well cal- 
culated to captivate the multitude in this 
country, and ſo flattering to the Americans, 
as it intirely abrogates the authority of par- 
liament to tax the Colonies ; that it is not 
ſurprizing it has found partizans in Great 
Britain, and has been univerſally adopted in 
America, without much enquiry or exami- 
Pp nation into its foundation, in reaſon or fact. 
h ; And yet, if it be applied, as in the inſtance 
| before us, to an actual or @ diſtinct repre- 
ſentation of all thoſe who are taxed, and no 
other will ſerve the purpoſe of the Colonies, 
it is not true of any government now exiſting, 
nor, I believe, of any which ever did exiſt. 
In this ſenſe it neither is nor ever was true 
in 
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in Great Britain! It is not true in any of the 
charter or royal governments in America: 
it is not true in the province of Maſſachuſets 
Bay, in which, by the laſt hiſtory of it, 
there appears not only to be a multitude 
of individuals, but even forty townſhips of 
freeholders now taxed, who have no diſtinct 
repreſentatives: ſo far therefore is this doc- 
trine of diſtinct repreſentation and taxation 
from going together, © being joined by God 
« himſelf; founded in the eternal law of 
e nature; having grown up with the conſti- 
<< tution of England; that it never exiſted, 
either in England, or any other country in 
the world. 


The origin of parliament in England 
lies hid indeed in the obſcurity of anti- 
quity; we only know, that antecedent 
to the times which our hiſtories run back 
to, the great men of the realm, who held 
their lands in capite from the crown, to- 
gether with the king, compoſed the ſupreme 
legiſlature: The conſent of thoſe who held 
their lands of the crown was therefore 
neceflary, from time immemorial, to give 

being 
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being to every law, by which the people 
of England were bound. But it cannot 
be faid, that theſe tenants in capite were 
then the repreſentatives of the ' people” of 
England, in any other ſenſe of the term, 
than the lords of parliament may now 
be ſaid to be their repreſentatives. And 
when, from the frequent forfeitures of the 
great tenants, and the parcelling out their 
lands among the ſucceſſive kings favorites; 
from the granting away the patrimony of 
the crown to fundry individuals, and from 
a variety of other cauſes, the tenants in 
capite became too numerous for all to aſ- 
ſemble in parliament, and many of them 
were too poor to bear the charge of an at- 
tendance there; the device of ſending a 
few of their body, as repreſentatives of the 
whole of theſe leſſer tenants, was hit upon. 
Yet, even theſe deputies of the lefſer tenants 
were not the diſtin& repreſentatives of the 
people of England; bey diſtinctly repreſented 
thoſe only who in themſelves had a right 
to a ſhare in the legiſlature, and by whom they 
were deputed or elected. 


In 


1 
In Doctor Robertſon's celebeacd hiſtory ow”. 
- <cotland; we have a full account of a mr 
tranſaction in that kingdom, where the con- 
ſtitution was the ſame with the ancient con- 
ſtitution of England; and a copy of the pe- 
tition of the leſſer: tenants to parliament, for 
leave to ſend repreſentatives, is there given 
in the appendix. But a ſtill more recent 
inſtance to the ſame purpoſe is to be met 
with in the treaty of union between the two 
kingdoms. We there ſee the peers of Scot- 
land, all of whom had an unqueſtionable 
right to a perſonal ſhare in the legiſlature of 
that kingdom, relinquiſhing their individual 
right, and taking up with a right of ſending 
ſixteen of their body as repreſentatives of the 
whole to the parliament of Great Britain. It 
is not pretended that theſe ſixteen peers of 
Scotland are the diſtinct repreſentatives of 
the people of Scotland, from their being 
elected by the peers of Scotland; and why 
ſhould the knights of ſhires in that kingdom 
or in England be called the diſtrict repreſenta- 
tives of the people of Scotland or of England, 
becauſe they are elected by the freebolders in 
each kin * ? They diſtinctly repreſent thoſe 


who 
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the conſtitution to be diſtinctly repreſented, 
and they diſtinctly repreſent no one elſe ; nor 
are the members ſent to parliament by bo- 
roughs and corporations, more properly the 
diſtin& repreſentatives of the people of Great 
Britain, than are the knights of the ſhires. 
All the corporations and boroughs who elect 
members for parliament, do it by virtue of 
a charter for that purpoſe from the crown, 


or by preſcription, which, in law, preſup- 


poſes a grant or charter beyond time of me- 
mory. The kings of England for many 
centuries conſtantly exerciſed the right of 
creating corporations, with the power of 


chuſing members to parliament, and veſted 
that power in many or in a few at their 


diſcretion ; ſome of theſe, particularly the 
two univerſities, were incorporated for that 
purpoſe ſo late as the reign of James the 
Firſt; and, unleſs it is reſtrained by the act 
of unian of the two kingdoms, I do not know 
that this power has ever been taken away. 


This 
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This richt in corporations of electing re- 


preſentatives to parliament, is therefore clear- 


ly derived from the grant of the crown; and 
the members of the corporation exerciſe 
that right, becauſe the corporation holds of 
the crown. A corporation ſeems to be an- 
alogous to a great barony or county, held in 
capite from the crown, the tenant for the 
whole of which had a right to a perſonal 
ſhare in the legiſlative ; but the crown 
_ choofing to divide the lands among a number 
individuals, the whole right to a ſeat in the 
legiſlative aſſembly cannot be claimed by 
any one individual, it being the common or 


joint right of all the members. But they can 


by their election unite the right of the 
whole body in ſuch perſon as they depute 


to repreſent - their body. Hence does it 


appear, that the repreſentatives ſent to patli- 
ament by corporations, are the diſtinct repre- 
ſentatives only of thoſe who are members 


of the ſeveral corporations; that is, of ſuch 


as partake of theſe grants from the crown, 
and hold under them: for to ſay, that re- 


\, »*ntatives choſen by perhaps twelve men, 


F or 
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or the majority of twelve, which is ſeven, 
incorporated by the crown for that purpoſe, 
are the actual or diſtinct repreſentatives of 
the whole people, is to confound all ideas 
of language or things, 


How then can it be ſaid, that taxes im- 
poſed by a houſe of commons, conſtituted, 
as we have ſeen, by the freeholders in coun- 
ties and members of corporations, are given 
by the conſent of the majority of the people, 
or their deputies, at the time being. 


It is, moreover, worthy of remark, that 
theſe members ſent to parliament by the 
frecholders and corporations, are not called 
the repreſentattves of the people, but the 
commons in parliament. They are ſo ſtyled 
in all the old writs and records; they are {6 
ſtyled to this day in every act of parliament; 

and they act not only for their own particu- 
lar communities, by whom they are ſeverally 
elected, but each of them for the com- 
munity of the whole. | 


The 
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ever, Without their repreſentatives, though 
the members who compoſe the Houſe of 
Commons cannot be ſaid to be diſtinctly ſo. 
Neither are they bound by laws, nor is their 
money taken from them without their own 
conſent given by their repreſentatives. The 
King, Lords, and Commons are their repre- 
ſentatives; for to them it is that they have 
delegated their individual rights over their 
lives, liberties, and property; and fo long as 
they approve of that form of government, 
and continue under it, ſo long do they con- 


intruſted with their rights. 


public approbation hath not made ſo. 
But approbation not only they give, who 
*« perſonally declare their aſſent by voice, 
e fign, or act, but alſo when others do it in 
their names, by right originally at the leaſt 
derived from them. And to be command- 
e ed we do conſent, when that ſociety where- 


F 2 ce conſented 


The ſubjects of Great Eritain are not, how- 


ſent to whatever is done by thoſe they have 


« Laws they are not ( ſays Hooker) which 


«« of we are part hath at any time before 
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* conſented, without revoking the ſame after 
ce by the like univerſal agreement.” And 
Mr. Locke, who followed this learned 
inveſtigator of the rights of mankind, in 
his anſwer to Sir Robert Filmer, after 
having ſhewn that the origin of all power 
is from the people only ; that every form 
of government, whether a democracy, an 
oligarchy, an elective or heriditary mon- 
archy, is nothing more than a truſt delegated 
by the ſociety to the perſon or perſons ſo ap- 
pointed, lays it down as a fundamental maxim 
in all governments: That the leg://atrve is 
«© the joint power of every member of the ſo- 
« ciety, given up to that perſon or aſſembly 
« which is legiſlator ; and that even the execu- 
e five, when veſted in a fingle perſon, is to be 
« conſidered as the repreſentative of the common- 
« wealth.” And he then adds; © Nobody 
e doubts but an expreſs conſent of any man 
ce entering into ſociety, makes him a perfect 
«© member of that ſociety, a ſubject of that 
« government. The difficulty is what 
* ought to be looked upon as a facit conſent ; 
and to this I fay, that every man that hath 
cc any 


b 


[ 69 |] 
« any poſſeſſions or enjoyment” of any part of 
« the dominions of any government, doth 
« thereby give his tacit conſent, and ts as far 

« forth obliged to obedience to the laws of 
« that government during ſuch enjoyment, as 

« any one under it. 


— — 4 


Upon this principle, the king and the 
two houſes of parliament, are by our con- 
ſtitution repreſentatives of the legiſlative, 
as the king alone is of the executive power 
of the commonyealth ; and, upon this prin- 
ciple, every ſubject of Great Britain, when 
he is taxed by parliament, is taxed by his 
own conſent, for he is then taxed by conſent 
of thoſe whom the ſociety has impowered 
to act for the whole; and every member 
of the community muſt therefore ſubſcribe 
his tacit conſent to all ſuch taxes as may 
be impoſed, or other legiſlative acts that 
may be done by thoſe whom the ſociety has 
appointed, as long as the form of govern- 
ment ſubſiſts. This is the Britiſb conflitu- 
tion; and if the Britiſh ſubjects in America 
ſtill continue to be part of our community, 
it follows that they alſo are repreſented by 

i the 
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the Britiſh legiſlative, and equally bound by 
its laws. 


"That the firſt inhabitants of the Colonies 
were part of the Britiſh community, and 
bound to obey its legiſlative power in all re- 
ſpects, as any other ſubjects at the time of the 
eftabliſhment of thoſe Colonies, will not be 
denied, How then has that obedience been 
altered or releaſed ? Thoſe Colonies were all 
created by charters or temporary authori- 
ties, from the executive power of this com- 
munity, except in the caſes of Jamaica, 
New York, and the late acquiſitions of 
Quebec, the Ceded Iſlands, and the Two 
Floridas, which were conqueſts made by 
this community upon foreign powers, and 
ſuch of their ſubjects as remained were in- 
corporated with us under our laws and obe- 
dience. And it cannot, we have ſeen, be 
pretended, that this obedience has been al- 
tered or releaſed by charters or authorities 
from the executive power ; for, on the con- 
trary, the obedience to the laws of Great 
Britain, without any reſtriction, is expreſſy 
reſerved in every one had them, and parti- 

cularly 
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cularly the right of taxation is mentioned 
and reſerved to the parliament of Great 
Britain by the charter of Pennſylvania, in 
which colony Mr. Dickenſon wrote his 
Farmer's Letters. 


2 it had been otherwiſe; can it 
be contended, that the executive power of 
the crown, can, by any grant or authority, 
alter or annul the legiſlative power in the 
article of taxation, or any other ? Will thoſe 
who contend that this right of taxation be- 
iongs only to, and can only be exerciſed by the 


deputies of the people, contend at the ſame 3 


time for a right in the crown or executive 


to annul or reſtrain the legiſlative power, 


partly compoſed as it is of theſe deputies, 
in that very article of taxation ? If they do, 
ict them hear Mr. Locke in reply. He 
will tell them, that © even the /eg://atrve 
© power itſelf cannot transfer the power of 
making laws to any other hands; for it 
being but a delegated power from the 


people, they who have it cannot pals it 


over to others.” He ſays, moreover, that 
all obedience, which, by the moſt ſolemn 
F 4 ties 
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0 te ties any one can be obliged to pay, ul. 
4 ce timately terminates in this ſupreme power, 
| * the legiſlative, and is directed by thoſe 
et laws which it enacts; nor can any. oaths 

il « to any foreign power whatſoeyer, or any 

= « domeſtic ſubordinate power, diſcharge any 

= « member of the ſociety from his obe- 

| « dience to the legiſlative, acting purſuant 

I <« to their truſt; nor oblige him to any obe- 
i} © dience contrary to the laws ſo enacted, 

| e or farther than they do allow; it being 

* ridiculous to imagine, one can be tied l- 

| « imately to obey any power in the ſociety 

1 « which is not ſupreme.” He fays in 

. a another place; te there can be but one ſu- 

<« preme power, which is the legiſlative, 

| « to which all the reſt are and muſt be 

'Ml «4. ſubordinate.” 


It is however pretended, that the lands 

in America lying without the realm, and 
appertaining to the king only, their poſſeſſors 
cannot from thoſe circumſtances be ſubject 
to the juciſdiftion of parliament, whoſe au- 
thority is neceſſarily confined within the 
limits of the realm. This plea, it is pre- 
ſumed, 
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ſumed, cannot be made by the inhabitants 
of ſuch lands as were conquered by the 
forces of the Britiſh ſtate from foreign 
powers, or ceded to Great Britain by treaty. 
Thoſe conqueſts or ceſſions are ſurely the 
dominions of the crown of Great Britain, 
not the'private property of the king, which 
have thus been acquired by the efforts, the 
blood, and treaſure of the community ; and 
indeed Mr. Dickenſon puts theſe out of the 


queſtion in all that he ſays of the rights 
of the Colonies. 


But does the diſcovery of countries by 
the ſubjects of the Britiſh ſtate, or the 
ceſſion of them by the natives, make thoſe 
countries more particularly the private pro- 
perty of the king, than would the conqueſt 
of them by force of arms from a foreign 
prince, or the acquiſition of them by 
treaty? The difference only lies in the 


change of the term, the Crown for that of 


the King; but that change has been, made 
without authority, either of reaſon or fact. 


The kings of England never had perſonally, 


nor ever claimed to have any property in the 
| lands 
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lands in the Colonies. Thoſe of them who 
carried their claims of prerogative the 
higheſt, never pretended to have any other 
title to thoſe lands than what they derived 
from their poſſeſſion of the crown of Eng- 
land, and they granted them under that 
title to their preſent poſſeſſors, or their an- 
ceſtors; for all grants of lands in the 
Colonies have been made under the great 
ſeal of England, or by authority derived 
under the great ſeal of England, which is 
the ſame thing, from the firſt diſcovery of 
America to this day, | 


No man, at leaſt no lawyer, will pretend, 
that the great ſeal of England is the private 
ſeal of the king. It is the ſeal of the ſtate, 
and diſtinguiſhes the acts of the ſtate from 
the private acts of the king; now, had the 
kings of England claimed to hold the lands 
in the Colonies as their own private eftate, 
they would have granted them of their own 
private authority, and paſſed them under 
their own private ſeal, and not under the 
oreat ſeal of England. The very nature of 
the grant or charter is therefore an undeni- 

able 
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able proof, that the lands in the Colonies 

are, and always have been, the poſſeſſions 
or dominions of the crown of England, and 
not the private perſonal property of the kings 
of England. And it is an equally undeni- 
able conſequence, that thoſe who hold thoſe 
lands under ſuch grants or charters, or by 
whatever title which derives its authority 
originally or immediately under the great 

| ſeal of England, hold them of the erown of 
England, and as part and parcel of the realm ; 
for the crown's eſtate muſt neceſſarily be 
within the realm, fince it is the eſtate or 
dominions of the crown (though not of the 
king) which make the realm. What then 
are the quit-rents which are paid by the poſ- 
ſeſſors of lands in the Colonies to the crown, 
or to thoſe who derive under the crown, 
but a tax impoſed by authority of the great 
ſeal of England on ſuch who ſhould take 
poſſeſſion of thoſe lands, not only as an 
acknowledgment of their fealty and allegi- 
ance, but for the purpoſe of 'revenue ? 


Thoſe quit-rents ate a part of the unap- 
fropriated revenue of the ſtate, and, as 
ſuch, 
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lands in the Colonies. Thoſe of them who 
carried their claims of prerogative the 
higheſt, never pretended to have any other 
title to thoſe lands than what they derived 
from their poſſeſſion of the crown of Eng- 
land, and they granted them under that 
title to their preſent poſſeſſors, or their an- 
ceſtors; for all grants of lands in the 
Colonies have been made under the great 
ſeal of England, or by authority derived 
under the great ſeal of England, which is 
the ſame thing, from the firſt diſcovery of 
America to this day, | 


No man, at leaſt no lawyer, will pretend, 
that the great ſeal of England is the private 
ſeal of the king. It is the ſeal of the ſtate, 
and diſtinguiſhes the acts of the ſtate from 
the private acts of the king; now, had the 
kings of England claimed to hold the lands 
in the Colonies as their own private eſtate, 
they would have granted them of their own 
private authority, and paſſed them under 
their own private ſeal, and not under the 
great ſeal of England. The very nature of 
the grant or charter is therefore an undeni- 

Lge b able 
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able proof, that the lands in the Colonies 
are, and always have been, the poſſeſſions 
or dominions of the crown of England, and 
not the private perſonal property of the kings 
of England. And it is an equally undeni- 
able conſequence, that thoſe who hold thoſe 
lands under ſuch grants or charters, or by 
whatever title which derives its authority 
originally or immediately under the great 
ſeal of England, hold them of the crown of 
England, and as part and parcel of the realm ; 
for the crown's eſtate muſt neceſſarily be 
within the realm, fince it is the eſtate or 
dominions of the crown (though not of the 
king) which make the realm. What then 
are the quit-rents which are paid by the poſ- 
ſeſſors of lands in the Colonies to the crown, 
or to thoſe who derive under the crown, 
but a tax impoſed by authority of the great 
ſeal of England on ſuch who ſhould take 
poſſeſſion of thoſe lands, not only as an 
acknowledgment of their fealty and allegi- 
ance, but for the purpoſe of revenue? | 


Thoſe quit-rents are a part of the unap- 
fropriated revenue of the ſtate, and, as 
ſuch, 


l 
fuch, become the property of the crown 
without account, But it is not the private 
property of the king; for the king cannot 
alienate it, or give it away from the ſucceſ- 
ſor to the crown, for a longer term than he 
can alienate or give away other unappropri- 
ated revenues ariſing in England, 


The lands in all the Colonies having 
therefore been clearly ſhewn to be part of 
the dominions of Great Britain, and the 
poſſeſſors of them to hold them under au- 
thorities and titles derived from the Britiſh 
ſtate, Mr. Locke would require no other 
proof of the right of the legiſlative power of 
Great Britain to the obedience of the poſſeſſ- 
ors of thoſe lands; for, ſpeaking of the 
manner by which a man tacitly makes him- 
ſelf a ſubject of any country or government, 
he ſays : | | 


ce It is commonly ſuppoſed, that a father 
could oblige his poſterity to that govern- 
«© ment of which he himſelf was a ſubject, 
c and that his compact held them; whereas 


« it being only @ neceſſary condition annexed 
« 70 
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cc 


Bo 
to the land, and the inheritance of an eflate 
which is under that government, reaches 
only thoſe who will take it on that condi- 
tion, and ſo is no natural tie or engage- 
ment, but a voluntary ſubmiſſion ; for every 
man's children, being by nature as free as 
himſelf, or any of his anceſtors ever were, 
may, whilſt they are in that freedom, chooſe 
what ſociety they will join themſelves to, 
what commonwealth they will put them- 
ſelves under; but / they will enjoy the in- 
heritance of their anceſtors, they muſt take 
it on the ſame terms their anceſtors had it, 
and ſubmit to all the conditions annexed to 


« ſuch a poſſeſſion.” * Whoever (ſays he in 
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another place) by inheritance, purchaſe, 
permiſſion, or otherways, enjoys any part 
of the land ſo annexed to, and under 
the government of, that commonwealth, 
mult take it with the condition it is un- 
der; that is, of ſabmitting to the govern- 
ment of the commonwealth under whoſe 


« juriſdittion it is, as far forth as any ſub- 
«« je of it,” | 


I have 
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I have quoted theſe paſſages from Mr, 
Locke's Treatiſe upon Civil Government, 
becauſe his opinions in this treatiſe have been 
principally relied on as the foundation of 
many extravagant and abſurd propoſitions 
which he never meant n encourage; and 
becauſe I have the higheſt regard in gene- 
ral for the good ſenſe and free ſpirit of that 


excellent work, written to defend the na- 


tural rights of men, and particularly the 
principles of our conſtitution, when they 
were attacked both by force and fraud: 
although, at the ſame time, there are ſome 


paſſages in it, which probably the temper 


and faſhion of that age drew from him, in 
which I can by no means agree with him, 
eſpecially when he defines prerogative to be 
« a power in the prince to act according to 
« diſcretron for the public good, without 
« the preſcription of the law, and ſome- 
te times even againſt it; and when he en- 
deavours to prove that the executive power, 
by the juſt prerogative of the prince, hath 
« aright to regulate, not by old cuſtom, but 


« by true reaſon, the number of members in 
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« all places that have a right to be diſtinctly re- 
preſented; becauſe this would be manifeſtly 
«« for the good of the people, and therefore 
is, and always will be, juſt prerogative.” 


The firſt of theſe propoſitions evidently 
ſets up a diſpenſing power in the prince over 
the laws, when properly exerciſed : and by 
the latter, © the prince by his own autho- 
« rity might vary the meaſures of repreſen- 
tation, and thoſe places which have a juſt 


« right to be repreſented, which before had 


e none; and by the ſame reaſon, thoſe 
« ceaſe to have a right, and be too incon- 
fiderable for ſuch a privilege which before 
© had it.” Such an alteration of the con- 
ſtitution, and depriving many boroughs of 
the right to be diſtinctly repreſented, which 
they now enjoy, however advantageous it 
might be to the people of England that the 
members who compoſe the houſe of com- 
mons ſhould be fairly and equally choſen, 
could not be lawfully made by the prerogative 


of the prince, in whom, by our conſtitution, 


no ſuch power is veſted ; and whole preroga- 
tive is as much aſcertained and reſtrained 
b the laws, as the rights and properties of 

tha 


1 
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Bs 
the ſubject. I mean not by this to throw 
any blame upon Mr. Locke, but merely to 
ſhew, that in a work of this extent there 
muſt be ſome inaccuracies and errors, and 
that it is not an infallible guide in all caſes. 
He is not however to be charged with the 
opinions imputed to him by ſome late igno- 
rant commentators, upon certain paſſages 
in this treatiſe, who have made him ſpeak 
a language in the latter part of his eleventh 
chapter directly contradictory to the whole 
tenor of his work. His words are:“ The 
e ſupreme power cannot take from any man 
« any part of bis property without his . own 
* conſent ; for the preſervation of property 
« being the end of government, and that 
« for which men enter into ſociety, it ne- 
« ceſſarily ſuppoſes and requires that the 
« people - ſhould have property, without 
« which they muſt be ſuppoſed to loſe that 
« by entering into fociety which was the 
« end for which they entered into it — 
« too grols an abſurdity for any man to 
« own. Men therefore in ſociety having 
« property, they have ſuch a right to the 
« goods which by the law of the community 
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are theirs, that no body. hath a right to 
take their ſubſtance, or any part of it, 
from them, without their own conſent : . 
without'this they have no property at all ; 
for I have no property in that which an- 
other can by right take from me, when 
he pleaſes, againſt my conſent. Hence 
it is a miſtake to think, that the ſupreme 
legiſlative power of any "commonwealth 
can do what it will, and diſpoſe of the 
eftates of the ſubjefts arbitrarily, or take 
any part of them at pleaſure.” Again: 
The prince or ſenate, however it may 
have power to make laws for the regu- 
lating of property between the ſubjects, 
one amongſt another, yet can never have 
a power to take to tbemſelves the whole, 
or any part of the ſubject's property, with- 
out their own conſent ; for this would be 
in effect, to leave them no property at 
all.” __ 


That Mr. Locke in theſe paſſages means 


no more than, that the ſupreme legiſlative 
has no right to take the property of any indi- 
vidual of the community, and apply it to 
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themſelves, muſt appear ſo from the in- 


„ where he is almoſt ſure to periſh, can 
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« Jute power of life and death, diſpeſe of one 


[ 82 J 
his or their own private uſe or purpoſe, if 
not ſufficiently evident from the expreſſions 


ſtance by which he explains them: Nei- 
« ther the ſetjeant (ſays he) that could 
« command a ſoldier to march up to the 
% mouth of a cannon, or ſtand in a breach 


« command that ſoldier to give bim one 
« penny of his money; nor the general that 
e can condemn him to death for deſerting 
his poſt, or for not obeying the moſt def- 
© perate orders, can yet, with all his abſo- 


« farthing of that ſoldier's eſtate, or _ ont 
40 got of his goods,” | 


Every one knows, that in all armies that 
ever had pay, the officers puniſhed the ſol- 
diers by ſtoppages and pecuniary mulcts; 
and in ſo doing, took the money out of itt 
ſoldiers pockets, but then they did it not fo 
their own private emolument ; they did it fot 
the public benefit, and under authority of the 


ſupreme legiſlature, Mr. Locke could there 
for 


{ v3 4] 


fore never have produced this inflance in 


proof of the ſupreme legiſlative power hav- 


ing no right to take any part of the property 
of any man, and apply it for the public ſer. 
vice: what he clearly means is this, that 
the king, lords, and commons of Great 


Britain have no right to paſs an act, veſting 
in themſelves the property of the people of 


Great Britain; nor in the moſt abſolute 
countries, has the prince a right to ſeize on, 
and take away, the property of his ſubjects, 
and apply it to his own uſe, without the ex- 


preſs conſent of the proprietor z ſuch a power 


not being within the authority veſted in them 
by the community at their firſt inſtitution ; 
their power having been given them as a 
truſt to be. exerciſed for the general good, 
and for general purpoſes, But he never 
meant to queſtion, or deny the right of the 
ſupreme legiſlative power, acting purſuant 
to their truſt, to diſpoſe of any part of the 
property of the people for the public ſafe- 
ty and advantage. For (he ſays ) this 
arbitrary diſpoſing of the eſtates of the 
* tubjects, is not much to be feared in go- 
* vernments where the legiſlative conſiſts 

G 2 © wholly, 


„ | 
„ wholly, or in part, in aſſemblies which 
* are variable; whoſe members, upon the 
« diſſolution of the aſſembly, are ſubjects 
t under the common laws of their country 
&© equally with the reſt.” What! are no 
taxes to be levied by ſuch fort of le- 
giſlative aſſemblies for the public ſervice? 
Is that Mr. Locke's meaning? No ſure- 
ly :—but the members of ſuch legiſla- 
tive aſſemblies, will be careful not to ſtrip 
their fellow. ſubjects of their property, to 
veſt it in themſelves, becauſe they muſt 
know that the time will ſhortly come, when 
they ſhall be in the ſame predicament ; and 
the members who may ſucceed them in the 
legiſlative aſſembly, would ſtrip them in their 
turn, and plead their example as a precedent. | 


But what puts Mr. Locke's meaning in 
theſe paſſages out of all queſtion, is what 
he ſays in his eighth chapter of the be- 
ginning of civil ſocieties: * That every 
e man, when he at firſt incorporates him- 
« ſelf into any commonwealth, he, by hi 
« uniting himſelf thereunto, annexes alſo, 


* and ſubmits to the community, thoſe poſſe/j1m 
wo 40 which 
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« which he has or ſhall acquire, that do not 
« already belong to any other government : 
« for it would be a direct contradiction for 
any one to enter into ſociety with others, 
« for the ſecuring and regulating of property, 
« and yet to ſuppoſe his land, whoſe proper- 
« fy is to be regulated by the laws of the ſo- 
« ciety, ſhould he exempt from the juriſdiction 
« of that government to which he himſelf, the 
- WH © proprietor of the land, is a ſubhject. By the 
flame act therefore, whereby any one 
0 * unites his perſon, which was before free to 
i: Wl © any commonwealth, by the ſame he unites 
n Wh © his poſe/ions, which were before free to 
dil © it alſo; and they become, both of them, 
c Wh © perſon and poſſeſſion, ſubjeft to the govern- 
i Wl © ment and dominion of that commonwealth as 
* long as it hath a being.“ 


Can any words more ſtrongly expreſs the 
tight of the ſupreme legiſlature to tax or 
dipole of the property of the ſubject for 


Public purpoſes, than do theſe laſt quoted ? 
2 And thoſe who would draw from any other 
ls 


more looſe or general expreſſions of Mr. 


Locke, any argument to exempt the property 
G 3 of 
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of any ſubject from taxes impoſed by the 
ſupreme legiſlative for the public ſervice, muſt 
impute to, him ſuch inconſiſtencies as Mr, 
Locke was incapable of, and charge him 
with contradictions which ought to deſtroy 
his credit, both as an honeſt man and a clear 
reaſoner, 


I have given this doctrine of repreſentation 
and taxation, going together, ſo full a diſ- 
cuſſion, becauſe it is the moſt important of 
all the pleas ſet up by the colony advocates, 
in ſupport of their claim of exemption from 
the juriſdiction of parliament, and that which 
has had moſt influence on the minds of ſuch 
of the people of England as haye taken part 
with them in this unhappy conteſt. 

Il might indeed have brought it to a much iſ 
ſpeedier concluſion, and have expoſed the ab- 
furdity and impracticability of the doctrine, 
from the very principles upon which its pto- 
mulgers would eſtabliſh it, They fay; 
That no man ought to be taxed, but by 
„ his own conſent;” or, in other words, 


< that the conſent of thoſe who pay the 19x 
| | « 1; 


L 7 
4 is neceifary to their being conſtitutionally ; 
« impoſed. That thts conſent muſt be given 
« by the people themſelves who pay the taxes, 
« or by their diſtinct repreſentatives choſen 
by them.” And theſe, they ſay, are the 
rights of Engliſhmen. Now, if theſe be the 
rights of Engliſhmen, I will undertake to 
ſay, there is ſcarce a ſeſſion of parliament 
paſſes in which they are not moſt notoriouſly 
- Wriolated, and if parliament did not do ſo, it 
could lay no taxes whatever. | 


m When the tax was laid upon hops, did 
the people who were to pay the tax, viz. 
the hop-growers, conſent to it, either by 
themſelves or their diſtin repreſentatives ? 
Did the people in the cyder counties, or their 
Gilinct repreſentatives, conſent to the tax 
pon cyder? Is the land-tax kept up at 
rce ſhillings with the conſent of all the 
land-owners in the kingdom, or that of all 
he knights of ſhires, their diſtinct repreſen- 
auves? What tax is it indeed to which 
hoſe who pay it, or their diſtin& repreſen- 
ative:, have all conſented ?— But if this 
actual and diſtin& conſent of the taxed, or of 
G 4 . "mar 
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their diſtin repreſentatives, be conftitution- 
ally neceſſary to their being taxed ; by con- 
ſequence, whenever ſuch conſent is nt 
given, no tax can be conſtitutionally im- 
poſed. If this be the cafe, he muſt be a pa- 
triot indeed who pays any tax whatever, ſince 
he can ſo eaſily diſcharge himſelf from it, by 
only faying he does not chooſe to pay it. I 
ſhould be glad to fee a calculation of the pub- 
lic revenue of Great Britain, or of any other 
country which could be raiſed in this way, 
no one paying towards it who did not do fo 
by his own conſent, or the confent of thoſe 
he actually appointed to be his diſtinct re- 
preſentatives. But the moſt curious part of 
the argument has not yet been conſidered; 
for it will follow from this doctrine, that the 
minority will in all caſes controul the majo- 
rity : nay, every individual member of par- 
liament will have the power to ſtop the pro- 
ceedings of all the others. For whoever 
ſays, he is againſt any tax, neither himſelf, 
nor the people whom he diſtinctiy repreſents 
can be liable to pay ſuch tax; becauſe they do 
not, either by themſelves, or their diſtine 
repreſentatives, conſent to it. 

This 


1 bs 


This, however, is not our meaning, ſay 
theſe admirable expounders of the rights of 
Engliſhmen. Then be ſo good to tell us, 
in defined terms, what it is you mean? 
Is it your meaning that no taxes can be im- 
poſed, but by the conſent of the majority of 
the people who pay them, or by the conſent 
of the majority of their diſtin repreſenta- 
tives? The minority then may conſtitu- 
tionally be made to pay taxes to which they 
do not conſent, either by themſelves or their 
diſtinct repreſentatives. So that a/moſt half the 
people of Great Britain may, it ſeems, be taxed 
without either their own or their diſtinct re. 
preſentatives conſent. Now, why may not 
the people in the Colonies, who do not 
amount to near that number, be taxed alſo 
without their own conſent, or the conſent 
of diſtinct repreſentatives elected by them- 


ſelves? — One ſtep farther, and we are got 


back to where we ſet out from. 


The conſent, you will perhaps ſay, of the 
majority of the diſtin& repreſentatives of the 
people, of nece/ity involves the conſent of the 
| whole. 
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whole. $0 then it is neceſſary that the people 
ſhould ſubmit to pay taxes, to which neither 
themſelves nor their diſtinct repreſentatives 
do conſent ; and the whole meaning of this 
ingenious argument may be ſummed up in 
theſe fe plain words: — That a people may 
conſtitutionally be taxed by thoſe whom the 
conſtitution has veſted with the power to 
impoſe taxes, which is the ſupreme legiſla- 
ture; and that every man who conſents to 
that conſtitution or government, who is 
poſſeſſed of property under it, and enjoys its 
protection, conſents to all taxes impoſed by 
it, inaſmuch as he- conſents to the authority 
by which they are impoſed ; and this con- 
cluſion will hold equally good when applied 
to the people in the Colonies, as it does for 
the people in Great Britain. 


But although we have thus got within the 
cirele of theſe magicians, yet, in reſpect to the 
iſſue of the diſpute between us, the breaking 
the charm of this doctrine has not brought us 
one jot nearer to our purpoſe of a reconcilia- 
tion with the Colonies. Neither indeed would 
it be advanced by leaving them in poſſeſſion 
| . 
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of it; for ſhould we admit, either upon 
principles of right in the Colonies, or of 
juſtice or expediency in Great Britain, that 
the Colonies ought to ſend members to par- 
liament, the Colonies are ready to tell 
us, nay, they have told us ſo already, that 
they will not accept of our offer: for it is 


impoſſible for them, they fay, to be repre- 
ſented in the Britiſh parliament, 


Thus, whilſt they exclaim againſt parlia- 
ment for taxing them when they are not re- 
preſented, they candidly declare they will 
not have repreſentatives, leſt they ſhould be 
taxed—like froward children, they cry for 
that which they are determined to refuſe, 
if it ſhould be offered them. The truth 
however is, that they are determined to get 
rid of the juriſdiction of parliament in all 
caſes whatſoever, if they can ; and they there- 
fore refuſe to ſend members to that aſſem- 
bly, leſt they ſhould preclude themſelves of 
this plea againſt all its legiſlative acts that 
they are done without their conſent ; which, it 
muſt be confeſſed, holds equally good againſt 
all laws, as againſt taxes, For it is un- 


doubt- 
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parliament a pretence for taxing them, which 


the people; and who, being acquainted 


i 
doubtedly a principle of the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion, © that no man ſhall be bound by any law 
« to which he does not give his conſent,” of 
equal efficacy with that of his not being 
taxed, but by his own conſent. In what 
manner however that conſent is given, we 
have already ſeen ; and the futility and fala- 
cy of the pretence, that it cannot be-given 
but by diſtinct repreſentatives, elected by 
thoſe who pay taxes, or are bound by laws, 
have been ſufficiently expoſed, 


The colony advocates however, not caring 
to develope their whole purpoſe at preſent, tell 
us, that by refuſing to accept our offer of re- 
preſentatives, they only mean to avoid giving 


they ſay it is not neceſſary for parliament to 
do, as they have aſſemblies of their own in 
each Colony, who are the repreſentatives of 


with their circumſtances, can beſt judge 
what taxes they can bear, and what ſums 
they ought to contribute to the public occa- 
ſions, whenever his majeſty ſhall call upon 
them for their aid, 
The 


[ 93 ] 


The colony ' aſſemblies are indeed but 
ſeven-and-twenty, and perhaps it might hap- 
pen, that they ſhould all agree in opinion upon 
tome one point; but I much fear that point 
would not be lay taxes upon themſebves. 
There is much more reaſon to apprehend it 
might be as we have ſeen——nof fo do fo. 
Mankind are in general apt enough to agree to 
kcep their money, but not ſo frequently of 
one mind when the propoſition is to part with 
it. But to take the matter on its faireſt 
tide, let us ſuppoſe theſe /wwenty-ſeven ſlates 
all equally diſpoſed to ſhew regard to his 
majeſty's requiſition provided they think the 
occafion fitting. Upon what occaſion then 
thall his majeſty call upon them? Not to 
ſettle a permanent revenue for ſupport of 
their own civil eſtabliſhments; for he has 
already made requiſitions to many of them, 
without end, for that purpoſe, and always 
without effect; and thoſe few who have 
complied moſt heartily regret it. Shall it be 
for ſupport of the military eſtabliſhment 
kept up in time of peace? 'The continental 
Colonies tell us, * they don't want our 

ce troops ; 
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= troops ; and if we keep any among them 


« we muſt pay them.” Shall it be for a 
fund to give prefents to the Indians? The 
iſlands fay, © they have nothing to do 
« with the Indians. Thoſe who have 
« the benefit of their trade, and live upon 
« their lands, ought to give them preſents.” 


Shall it be for diſcharge of the public debt? 
One and all will tell us, © that is the affair 


e of Great Britain alone.” Suppoſe then a 
war breaks out ; the Indians attack the back 


ſettlers in Virginia—what will Carolina con- 
tribute for defence of that province? * Juſt 


ce ag much as ſhe has ever done,” What 


will the Iſlands give? Exactly the fame. 
Suppoſe the Barbary ſtates quarrel with us; 
the fiſhing colonies, and the rice and ſugar 


colonies, ſuffer by their depredations on the 


ſhips bound to Portugal and the Streights— 
what would Pennſylvania, Maryland, and 
Virginia, do in the matter? A war in 
Germany becomes the occaſion of the re- 
quiſition; rice, ſugar, and tobacco all g0 
thither, but no fiſh——why then ſhould 


New England, Nova Scotia, or Quebec, 
give 
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give any thing? If it was for ſupport of the 
Italian ſtates, theſe colonies might indeed 
contribute ſomething, as they buy their fiſh; 
but if that were the occaſion, would Penn- 
{ylvania, Virginia, or Carolina do ſo? | 


The defence of our poſſeſſions in the Eaſt 
would be equally obnoxious to them all; 
and the preſervation of our African trade and 
ſettlements, is an abomination to the middle 
and northern Colonies. A war with France 
might poſſibly occaſion them to beſtir them- 
ſelves a little, but then it would be for their 
own immediate defence. For as they are all ac- 
ceſſible to a naval force, they would with 
good reaſon apprehend themſelves in danger, 
in caſe of a war with a maritime power. 
Such was the late war, and ſuch was their 
conduct in it; for ſo long as the continent 
of America was the theatre of war, the 
Iſlands did not contribute one fingle ſhilling 
for the defence of their Siſter-colonies ; and 
it was not until they apprehended an attack 
upon that province, that the afſembly of 
South Carolina thought of raiſing troops ; 

Y | at 


and the regiment they did raiſe in 17 57, 


vernment, where a head ſprouts out of every 
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they confined to act within the province; and 
ſo ſoon as their apprehenſions for their own 
fafety ſubſided, they reduced it: nor was it 
until the Cherokees attacked their frontiers, 
in 1760, that they again took up arms, 


I have thus far followed the Colonies in 
their own paths; and, inſtead of expoſing 
the abſurdity of their idea of a polypus go- 


Joint, I have endeavoured to make the beſt of 
it, and even in that view ſhewn it to be mon- 
ſtrous and impractible. Little leſs ſo indeed 
than it would be. In England, wherethereare 
but Z/ty-#wo0 counties, ſhould the crown make 
requiſitions to each of their grand juries, 
who have authority to aſſeſs money for Hal 
purpoſes upon the reſpective inhabitants, as 
well as the colony aſſemblies, inſtead of ap- 

plying to parliament, to provide for the exi- 
gencies of the ſtate ? and what fort of public 
revenue or credit we ſhould then have, is 
eaſily to be imagined, | 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, to do juſtice to the candour of the 
New York aſſembly, they give ſtrong inti- 
mation of its being their opinion, that the 
raiſing a revenue for general purpoſes, by 
grants from the ſeveral colony aſſemblies, is 

impracticable; and that either it muſt be 
done by parliament, or cannot be done at 
all, For in one of their reſolutions, the 
1$th of December, 1765, they ſay, That 
« the impracticability of inducing the Colonies 
« to grant aids in an equal manner propor- 
« tioned to their ſeveral abilities, does by no 
« means induce a neceſſity of diveſting the 
« Colonies of their eſſential rights.” 


What then is to be done? Are the 
Colonies to pay nothing in any way to the 
public charges? and is the iſland of Great 
Britain to pay all? No, fay the colony ad- 
vocates, „ that is not the caſe; for we 
contribute towards the revenue raiſed in 
© Great Britain, by purchaſing your manu- 
factures with the taxes upon them, when 
e could buy them cheaper at other mar- 
* kets; we lay out all the money we have 
* Or can procure with you z and what can 

H WR. you 


* 


—_— 


£ EI CELt gy GA ET r . 


2 . 7 * 
* 


6 — — 
: N — — 
eee 


„ 
te you defire more of us?” How travelling 
improves the genius, and ſharpens the wit! 
If the anceſtors' of the inhabitants of the 
Colonies had remained in England to this 


day, I queſtion much if they would have 


once thought of telling parliament, that 
they ought not to tax them, becauſe they 
laid out all their money in the purchaſe of 
Britiſh products or manufactures ; and yet 
they might certainly have made that plea as 
truly at leaſt in the one caſe, as they do in 


the other. 


What county in England is it, whoſe in- 
habitants don't lay out their money in the pur- 
chaſe of the products or manufactures of Great 
Britain and yet I never heard that they did not 
all pay taxes notwithſtanding : and as avarice is 
certainly not the vice of the age, were all 
taxes to be taken off the people of England, 
there can be little doubt but our trade, 
both foreign and domeſtic, would be great- 
ly increaſed thereby, perhaps full as much 
as our whole trade to America is worth. 
The misfortune, however, is that we cannot 
do what we wiſh in all cafes; for ſuch " 
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the circumſtances of the times, that a fleet 

and army muſt be maintained for the de- 

fence of the ſtate, and even for the protec- 

tion of the trade both of the Colonies and 

of Great Britain. This cannot be done 

without revenue, and a revenue cannot be 

raiſed without taxes. The queſtion then 1s 

not, whether it would not be better for our 

trade that we laid no taxes upon either people, 

upon the inhabitants of Great Britain, or 

of America? But whether, fince taxes are 

abſolutely neceſſary, they ſhould not be equally 

impoſed upon all the ſubjefts who derive ſafety 

and benefit from the force maintained by the 

revenue they produce? Whenever therefore 

the people in the Colonies are refuſed by 
Great Britain, the protection of their fleets - 
and armies, then, and not till then, may the 
Colonies complain that they are taxed for 
their maintenance. 


In the courſe of this diſcuſſion of the 
Colonies pleas, I have occaſionally taken 
notice of their charters from the crown 
which they once held forth, as having con- 


veyed to them all the rights and privileges 
FEES of 


[ 100 ] 
of Engliſhmen, and exemptions from taxes 
impoſed by parliament ; but as all thoſe 
charters reſerved the authority of parlia- 
ment, either in general or ſpecial terms, 
and the ſecret purpoſe of the Colonies now 
being to get rid by piece-meal of all parlia- 
mentary juriſdiction whatever, their advo- 
cates have not of /ate relied much upon 
their charter rights; on the contrary, when 
the reſervations in their charters have been 
urged againſt them, they appeal to acts of 
parliament, as a ſuperior authority for limiting 
and expounding the expreſſions in their 
charters. Dr. Franklin, in his examination 
before the Houſe of Commons, fays, © he 
* knows there is a clauſe in the Pennſylvania 
e charter, by which the king grants that he 
« will levy no taxes on the inhabitants, un- 
& leſs it be with the conſent of the affembly, 
cor by act of parliament; but that they un- 
te derſtand it thus: By the ſame charter, 
* and otherways, they are intitled to all the 
e privileges and liberties of Engliſhmen. 
« They find in the great charter, and the 
« petition and declaration of rights, that one 
te of the privileges of Engliſh ſubjects is, 
7 that 


ww 
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« that they are not to be taxed but by their 
« common conſent ; they have therefore relied 

te upon it from the firſt ſettlement of the 
« province, that the parliament never would, 

« nor could, by colour of that clauſe in the 
« charter, afſume a right of taxing them, 
« till it had gualified itſelf to exerciſe ſuch 
« right by admitting repreſentatives from 
« the people taxed.” Such being the caſe, 
| ſhall ſpend no more time in examining 
their colony charters, but proceed to enquire, 
by what means the great charter and the bill 
of rights can be brought to ſupport their 
claim of exemption from taxes impoſed by 
the authority of parliament, 


The great charter granted by king John 
in 1215, ſays, © That the king engages not 
* to impoſe any taxes without ſummoning 
* the archbiſhops, the abbots, the earls, 
the greater barons, and the tenants in 
* capite.” The 17th of Edward the ad 
is more explicit. It ſays, that whatever 
concerns the eftate of the realm and the people, 
* ſhall be treated of in parliament by the 
king, with the conſent of the prelates, earls, 

H 3 barons, 
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ec baronsand commonalty of the realm as hath 


© been cuſtomary heretofore.” The ſtatute 
of the th of Edward the ſecond declares, 
« that the ſtatute of Magna Charta, Charta 
« Foreſta, and the other ſtatutes, were 
made by the king and his predeceſſors, the 
*« peers, and the commons of the realm.” 


The bill of rights aſſented to by king 
William, among other things, declares, 
“That the pretended power of ſuſpending 
« laws, or the execution of laws by regal 
0 authority, without conſent of parliament, 
* is illegal.” © That the levying money for, 
* or to the uſe of the crown, by pretence of 
* prerogative, 401thout grant of parliament 
< for longer time, or in other manner than 
« the ſame is, or ſhall be granted, is illegal. 


It ſhould ſeem to be the Engliſh mean- 
ing of theſe ſeveral declarations, that the 
right of impoſing taxes, and of exerciſing 
all other legiſlative powers, was in the three 
eſtates of the realm, which is the parlia 
ment only ; and that all taxes which ſhould be 
impoſed, and all acts which ſhould bedone by 
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any other authority, were illegal. But as 
Dr. Franklin ſays, the ſame words have 
« not always the ſame Ry in America 
« that they have in England;” and itis there- 
fore incumbent on us to look for the Ameri- 
can meaning of the ſeveral expreſſions con- 
tained in theſe declerations ; and forthis pur- 
poſe, the ingenious author of theConfiderations 
on the Propriety, &c. has provided us with a 
very curious gloſſary. This gentleman tells 
us, that by theſe expreſſions which we un- 
derſtand to be declaratory of the right of 
parliament to impoſe taxes and make laws, 
parliament really meant to ſay, that it had 
no ſuch powers whatever, at leaſt in reſpect to 
the Colonies, but that thoſe powers belonged 
to the colony aſſemblies only. His words 
are, «© the common law, the great charter, 
and the bill of rights, are ſo far from de- 


« claring with one voice, that the inhabitants 


© of the Colonies ſhall be taxed by no other 
authority than that of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment, that they prove the contrary ; for 
the principle of the common law is, that 
no part of their property ſhall be drawn 
from Britiſh ſubjects, without 7hezr con- 
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te ſent given by thoſe they depute to repreſent 
« them; and this principle is inforced by the 
ce declaration of the great charter, and the 
« bill of rights.” In Great Britain, ſays 
« he, the conſent of the people is given by the 
&« Houſe , Commons, and as money had been 
<« levied Here for the uſe of the crown, by 
e pretence of prerogative without their con- 
« ſent, it was properly declared at the Re. 
« yolution, that the levying of money by 
« pretence of prerogative without grant of 
* parliament, i. e. without their conſent who 
« are to pay it, is illegal.” He goes on, 
« the word parliament having been made uſe 
« of, the letter of the declaration is adhered 
1 to, and the conſequence drawn, that no 
«« Britiſh ſubject can be legally taxed but by 
« the authority of the Britiſh parliament 
« againſt the ſpirit and principle of the de- 
“ claration, which was aimed only to check 


& and reſtrain the prerogative, and to eſta 


e bliſh the neceſſity of obtaining the conſent 
* of thoſe on whom taxes were to be levied,” 


Here 


1 


Here we perceive, that the word parlia- 
ment means, in reſpect to Great Britain, the 
Honſe of Commons ; that the conſent of par- 
liament to impoſe a tax, means the conſent of 
thoſe awho are to pay the tax; that the word 
parliament, inſtead of meaning the king, 
the prelates, earls, barons, the tenants in 
capite, or the commonalty of the realm, as 
Magna Charta, &c. definite it, means in 
reſpect to the Colonies, the houſe of bur- 
geſſes in Virginia, and the other 1 aſ- 
ſemblies. 


I will not affront the reader's underſtand- 
ing, by making any further comment on 
this curious performance, which it is ſaid 
operated fo forcibly on the minds of ſome 
extraordinary perſons in this country, as to 
| lead them to adopt the cauſe of the Colonies, 
X and to juſtify their reſiſtance of acts of par- 
it lament. Neither will I further inveſtigate 

the various arguments of the ſeveral colony 
advocates, in ſupport of their claim to ex- 

0 emption from the juriſdiction of parliament: 
{| have ſhewn the main branches to be un- 
ſound, 
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ſound, and the leſſer, which ſprout from 
them, muſt of courſe whither and decay. 


My taſk is not however yet compleated, for 
ſhould all objections againſt the right of par- 
hament to levy'taxes in the Colonies be found 
weak and frivolous, the hardſhip and in- 

juſtice of compelling the Colonies to contri- 
bute to the relief of the people of England, 
Yrom any part of thoſe burdens which the 
late war laid upon them, or which the ex- 
pence of the forces kept up in America, ſince 
the peace have occaſioned, are ſtill infiſted on. 


The late war, though commenced in 
America, and occaſioned by a diſpute about 
American territories, was not, ſay the colony 
advocates, a colony quarrel; nor are the ac- 
quiſitions made by the crown in the courſe 
of it, and retained by the treaty of Paris, of 
any advantage to the inhabitants of the old 
provinces; on the contrary, the value of 
their poſſeſſions has been much leſſened by 
the addition of ſuch extenſive territories. 
But not to injure their cauſe by abridging 
their arguments, I will ſet them down in 
their own words, and at full length as I 
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and them in Dr. Franklin's Examination, and 


in the Farmer's Letters, 


Dr. Franklin thus delivers himſelf before 


the Houſe of Commons in 1765; © I know 
e the laſt war is commonly ſpoke of here, as 
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entered into for the defence, or for the ſake 
of the people of America. I think it quite 


© mifſunderſiood. It began about the limits 


between Canada and Nova Scotia, about 
territories to which the crown indeed laid 
claim, but were not claimed by any Britiſh 
colony: none of the lands had been grant- 
ed to any coloniſt; we had therefore no 


particular concern or intereſt in that diſpute, 


<c 
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cc 
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cc 


As to the Ohio, the conteſt there begun 


* about your right of trading in the Indian 


country, a right you had by the treaty of 
Utricht, which the French infringed ; 
they ſeized the traders, and their goods, 


*« which were your manufactures; they 


took a fort which a company of your mer- 
chants and their factors and correſpond- 
ents had erected there, to ſecure that 
trade. Braddock was ſent with an army 
to retake that fort (which was looked on 


© bere 
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here as another encroachment on the king's 
territory) and to protect your trade. I. 
was not till after his defeat (in 1755), 
that the Colonies were attacked. They 
were before in perfect peace with both 
French and Indians. The troops were not 
therefore ſent for their defence. The trade 
with the Indians, though carried on in 
America, is not an American intereſt. 
The people of America are chiefly farmers 
and planters ; ſcarce any thing they raiſe or 
produce is an article of commerce with 
the Indians. The Indian trade is a Britifh 


intereſt ; it is carried on with Britiſh ma- 


nufactures for the profit of Britiſh mer- 
chants and manufacturers ; therefore the 
war, as it commenced for defence of ter- 
ritories of the crown, the property of no 


American, and for the defence of a trade 


« purely Britiſh, was really a Britiſh war,” 


Having been aſked, << Is it not neceſſary 
to ſend troops to America to defend the 
Americans againſt the Indians?“ The 


Doctor replies, No; by no means: # 


cc 


never was neceſſary. They defended 


themſelves when they were but an hand- 
ce ful, 
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ful, and the Indians much more nume- 
rous. They continually gained ground, and 
have driven the Indians over the moun- 


« tains without any troops ſent to their affift- 


ance from this country.” 


Mr. Dickenſon, in his Famer's Letters, 


letter the eighth, tells the inhabitants of the 
Britiſh Colonies, © that in fact, however 


advantageous the ſubduing or keeping any of 
theſe countries, viz. Canada, Nova Scotia, 
and the Floridas, may be to Great Bri- 
tain, the acquifition is greatly injurious to 
theſe Colonies. Our chief property conſiſts 
in lands; theſe would have been of a 
much greater value, if ſuch prodigious ad- 
ditions had not been made to the Britiſh ter- 
ritories on this continent. The natural 
increaſe of our own people, if confined 
within the Colonies, would have raiſed 
the value ſtill higher and higher every 
fifteen or twenty years: beſides, we ſhould 
have lived mote eompactly together, and 
have been therefore more able to reſiſt 
any enemy ; but now the inhabitants will 
be thinly ſcattered over an immenſe re- 
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© gion, as thoſe who want ſettlements will 
« chuſe to make new ones, rather than pay 
e great prices for old ones. Theſe are the 
e conſequences to the Colonies of the hearty 
ce aſſiſtance they gave to Great Britain in 
< the late war 4 war undertaken ſolely for 
« her own benefit. The objects of it were, 
« the ſecuring 0 herſelf the rich tracts of 
<« land on the back of theſe Colonies with 
« the Indian trade, and Nova Scotia with 


« the fiſhery. Theſe and much more has that 


* kingdom gained; but the inferior Animals, 


cc that hunted with the Lion, have been am- 
ce ply rewarded for all the ſweat and blood 
ce their loyalty coſt them, by the honour of 
<« having {weated and bled in ſuch compa- 
c ny.” „In truth (he concludes) Great 
« Britain alone receives any benefit from 
« Canada, Nova Scotia, and Florida ; and 
<« therefore ſhe alone ought to maintain 
« them. The old maxim of the law is 
e drawn from reaſon and juſtice, and never 
* could be more properly applied than in 
e this caſe Qui ſentit commodum, ſentire 
« debet et onus : they who feel the benefit 
* ought to feel the burden.” 


1 


The high rank Dr. Franklin ſo fitly holds 
among the philoſophers of the age, the hon- 
ourable teſtimony borne to his literary merit 
by the univerſity of Oxford, and his great 
knowledge of the colony affairs, muſt give 
his evidence a degree of credit little ſnort of 
proofs of holy «writ ; more eſpecially when it 
is conſidered, that although an oath had not 
been adminiſtered, yet his teſtimony was 
called for by the great council of the nation, 
upon a matter of the higheſt importance to 
the ſtate, and given with ſuitable ſolemnity. 
Mr. Dickenſon's private character is not in- 
deed ſo well known, but it is very reſpect- 
able ; and as the ſpirit he was endeavouring 
to infuſe into his countrymen muſt ſoon 
have carried them to make their appeal to 
heaven, he cannot ſurely be ſuſpected of at- 
tempting to rouſe them by falſholds to an 
undertaking, for the ſucceſs of which they 
were to depend on the favour of the Al- 
mighty. How ſhall I then venture to con- 
trovert the aſſertions of either of theſe gen- 
tlemen? The evidence of other individu- 
als, however reſpectable, will be thought 

| inſuf- 
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inſufficient, as none other can be ſuppoſed 
to have had equal means of information. 
The opinion of governors or military com- 
manders, would be deemed partial, either to 
themſelves or this country, and the informa- 
tions tranſmitted to miniſters are always ſuſ- 
pected to be adapted to the taſte of the mi- 
niſter, or ſuited to ſerve ſome particular 
purpoſe. The evidence which I ſhall there- 
fore have recourſe to, is no other than that 
of the aſſemblies of the Colonies of Virginia 
and Maſſachuſet's Bay; the one colony ſitu- 
ate in the neighbourhood of the Ohio, and 
the other bordering upon Nova Scotia. The 
members of thoſe aſſemblies muſt there- 
fore be ſuppoſed to have had as competent 
knowledge of the ſtate of affairs in their re- 
ſpective countries, and of the cauſes of the 
late war, as either Doctor Franklin or Mr. 
Dickenſon. ; 


Copy 
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Copy of a Meſſage from the General Aﬀems 
bly of Maſſachuſets Bay to Governor Shir- 


ley, 4th January 1754. 


„ITI is with great gratitude, that we ac- 


knowledge the many inſtances of his 


majeſty's paternal care for the ſecurity of his 
good ſubjects of this province, more eſpecially 


that of late ſignified to your excellency, by 


a letter from the earl of Holderneſſe, one of 
his principal ſecretaries of ſtate (a copy of 
which your excellency hath been pleaſed to 
lay before us); © That you ſhould be upon 
* your guard, and put the province under 
your government into a condition at all 
events, to reſiſt any hoſtile attempts which 
may be made upon it.” 


In purſuance of this letter, your excel- 
lency having recommended to us the repair- 


ing and ſtrengthening the ſeveral forts and 


garriſons of this province, and putting the 
whole into a proper ſtate of defence, we 
have accordingly made proviſion for doing it. 


I “But, 
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e But upon this occaſion... . ......, 

. + + + +» + We beg leave to repreſent to your 

excellency, that his majeſty's ſubjeQs of this 
province have at all times exerted themſelves, 
even beyond their abilities, not only for the 

defence and ſecurity of his ſubjects and terti- 

tories within our limits, and the preſervation 

and protection of other his majeſty's territo- 

ries, but even in making valuable acquiſitions 
to his majeſty's crown ; the ſeveral inſtances 

of which during the late war, we need not 

repeat to your excellency, they having been 

done upon your recommendation and under 

your direction. | 


* The conſequence of this we flattered 
ourſelves would have been an effectual ſecu- 
rity againſt future danger, from any encroach- 
ments or invaſions of our French neigh- 
bours ; but it is with great concern that we 
find the French have made ſuch extraordi- 
nary encroachments, and taken ſuch mea- 
ſures, ſince the concluſion of the late war, 
as threaten great danger, and perhaps 
time, even the intire deſtruction of this pro- 

vince 
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vince (without the inter poſition of his majeſ« 
ty) notwithſtanding any proviſion we can 
make to prevent it, 


«© This colony, by the great number of 
men it ſupplied and loſt in the reduction and 
ſecuring the iſland and forts of Cape Breton 
the troops ſent from hence byyour excellency 
ſrom time to time for the relief and protection 
of Annapolis Royal, without which the whole 
province of Acadia, or Nova Scotia, muſt have 
fallen into the hands of the French; the ex- 
pence occaſioned to it by the late intended 
expedition againſt Canada; as alſo for an at- 
tempt againſt Crown Point, which was ren- 
dered fruitleſs by other governments not joining 
with us; and by our great expence, both of 
men and money, during the courſe of the 
late war, in providing for the ſecurity and 
protection of our large extended frontier, 
and otherwiſe, is ſo much reduced, as to be 
leſs able to defend itſelf againſt any attacks that 
may be made upon it, in caſe of -a rupture 
between the two crowns. Whereas, on the 
other hand, the French are in a much better 
ſituation to annoy it, than they were at the 

1 com- 
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commencement of the late war; for thy 
have, ſince the concluſion of the peace, erect- 
ed a fort on the iſthmus of the peninſula near 
Bay Verte, by means of which they maintain 
a communication, by ſea, with Canada, St. 
John's iſland, and Louiſbourg; and at about 
thirteen miles diſtance from that fort, they 
have built a block-houſe; and at three miles 
from that, another large ſtrong fort, ſituated 
within half a mile of the baſon of Chegnecto 
in the Bay of Fundy, and thereby have ſe- 
cured a communication between that fort 


and the river of St. John's, on the welt ſide 
of the ſaid bay. 


Near the mouth of St. John's river, they 
have poſſeſſed themſelves of two forts former- 
ly built by them, whilſt they had a right to 
hold Acadia; the neareſt of which to the ſea 
they have (likewiſe ſince the concluſion of 
the peace) repaired, fortified with cannon, and 
garriſoned with regular troops; and have erect- 
ed another ftrang large fort at twenty leagues 


diſtance up the river. They have (according to 


the beſt intelligence) made very conſiderable 
ſettlements upon it; and by theſe means they 
have 
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have ſecured the Indians inhabiting that ri- 
ver, computed at between four and five hun- 
dred families, in their intereſts, and carry on 
an excluſive furr trade with the French at 
Louiſbourg, through the Bay of Fundy, where 
it is well known French ſhips of war have 
conſtantly entered ſince the concluſion of the 
peace, and loaded with furrs to a conſidera- 
ble value at the mouth of that river, which 
trade the Engliſh were in poſſeſſion of until 
the late war, 


Thus, by their encroachments ſince the 
concluſion of the peace, the French have 
poſſeſſed themſelves not only of the iſthmus 
of the peninſula of Nova Scotia, with Bay 
Verte, in the Gulph of St. Lawrence, on the 
one fide, but of the river of St. John's, with 
the whole welt {ide of the Bay of Fundy, on 
the other, where the crown heretofore uſed 


to maintain forts, during their poſſeſſion of 
Acadia, or Nova Scotia. 


How fatal the conſequence of theſe en- 
croachments may be, if the French ſhould 
continue in the poſſeſſion of them till a rup- 
ES tare . 
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ture happen between the two crowns, not 
only to the eaſtern parts of his majeſty's terri. 
tories within this province, which border 
upon Nova Scotia; and in particular to his 
majeſty's woods, from whence the greateſt _ 
part of the maſts, yards, and bowſprits, 
with which his royal navy are ſupplied, and 
which would feel the immediate effects of 
theſe encroachments, but alſo in time to the 
whole of this province, and the reſt of his 
majeſly's territories upon this continent; your 
excellency is ſo well appriſed, that we need 
not ſet them forth here, 


c Whilft the French held Acadia under 
the treaty of St. Germain, bey /o cut off 
the trade of this province, and galled the in- 
habitants with incurſions into their territo- 
ries, from their forts at the river Penta- 
goet and St. John's, that Oliver Cromwell, 
then protector, found it neceſſary, for the 
ſafety of New England, in 1654, to make 
a deſcent by ſea into the river of St. John's, 
and diſpoſſeſs them of that, and all their 
farts in Acadia. And after that province 


was reſtored to the French, in conſequence 
Ds of 
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of the treaty of Breda in 1667, by king 
Charles the Second, this colony felt again 
the ſame miſchievous effetts from their poſ= 
ſeſſing it; inſomuch that, after forming ſe- 
veral expeditions againſt it, the inhabitants 
were obliged, in the latter end of the war 
in queen Anne's reign, to repreſent to her 
majeſty, how deſtructive the poſſeſſion of 
the Bay of Fundy and Nova Scotia by the 
French was 70 this province, and to the Bri- 
tiſh trade; whereupon the Britiſh miniftry 
thought it neceſſary to fit out a formal expe- 
dition againſt that province, with Engliſh 
troops, and a conſiderable armament of our 
own, under general Nicholſon, in 1710, 
when it was again reduced to the ſubjection 
of the crown of Great Britain ; but by the 
late encroachments of the French, eſpecially 
upon St. John's river, and the weſt fide of 
the Bay of Fundy, which borders on this 
province, we are, in caſe of a rupture, /able 
to feel more miſchievous effetts than we have 
ever yet done, unleſs his majeſiy ſhall be 


graciouſly pleaſed to cauſe them to be re- 
moved, 
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ce Beſides theſe late encroachments, where- 
by we may be more immediately expoſed 
on the eaſtern parts of the province, there 


is another (though of a longer ſtanding) 


from whence we have been greatly annoyed 
in the late war, in the weſtern parts of it, and 
from whence we ſhall always be expoſed to 
the greateſt danger on that fide, without 
ſome :further check than there is at preſent ; 
we mean the French at Crown Point. 


& This, may it pleaſe your excellency, is 
the rendezvous for all their forces, the grand 
magazine for their ſtores of all ſorts, and 
the place to retreat to on every occaſion, 
when they think proper to make any in- 
curſions upon our weſtern frontiers, or any 
ether of his majcſty's provinces to the welt- 
ward ; ſo that if the French are ſuffered to 
continue in the poſſeſſion of that fort, with- 
out another's being erected to curb it, it 
will (in our apprehenſion) greatly endanger 
the loſs of the Indians of the Six Nations lo 
his majeſiy, and thereby difireſs all the pro- 
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« Being thus expoſed on every fide, and 
having a large frontier to defend, the doing 
of which hitherto has been a great expence 
of blood and treaſure to us, we are very 
ſenſible of the neceſſity of his majeſty's 
Colonies affording each other mutual aſ- 
ſiſtance; and we make no doubt but this 
province will, at all times, with great chear- 


fulneſs, furniſh their juſt and reaſonable 
quota towards it. 


« All which we beg your excellency 
would be pleaſed to repreſent to his ma- 


jeſt, in ſuch manner as you ſhall think 
moſt proper.” 


A true copy atteſted, 


J. WiLLARD, Secretary, 


Extract 
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Extract of a Meſſage from the Council, 
and Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Pro- 
vince of the Maſſachuſets Bay, to Go. 
vernor Shirley, in Anſwer to his two 


Speeches, in March and April 1754. 


« HE council and houſe of repreſen- 

tatives of this his majeſty's province, 
have given very great attention to the two 
ſpeeches which you have been pleaſed to 
make from the chair on the 28th March 
and the'2d of April. We are ſenſible they 
contain matters of the laſt importance, not only 
to the inhabitants of this government, but to 
every other of bis majeſly's ſubjefts in America, 
to the Britiſh intereſt in general, and to the 
intereſt of all Europe, 


« It now evidently appears, that the 
French are far advanced in the execution of 
a plan projected more than fifty years fince, 
for the extending their poſſeſſions from the 
mouth of the Miſſiſſipi on the ſouth to Hud- 
ſon's Bay on the north, for ſecuring the valt 
body of Indians in that inland country, and 

fol 


n 
for ſubjefFing this whole continent to the 
crown of France. This plan, agreeable to 
the genius and policy of the French nation, 
was laid for a future age; the operation of 
it has been gradual, and almoſt inſenſible, 
whilſt the Britiſh governments in the planta- 
tions have been conſulting temporary expe- 
dients, and they are in danger of continuing 
fo to do, until it be too late to defeat it. 
And however improbable it may ſeem, that 
this ſcheme ſhould ſucceed, ſince the French 
inhabitants on the continent at preſent bear 
but a ſmall proportion to the Engliſh ; yet 
there are many other circumſtances which 
give them a great advantage over us, and 
which, if not attended to, will ſoon over- 
balance our ſuperiority in numbers. The 
French pay no regard to the moſt folemn 
engagements, but immediately after a peace, 
take and keep poſſeſſion of a country, which 
by treaty they had juſt before expreſly ceded; 
whilſt the Engliſh in the plantations, afraid 
of incurring diſpleaſure, and of being in- 
ſtrumental of bringing on a war in Europe, 
ſuffer theſe encroachments to be made and 
continued, The French in time of peace 


are 
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are continually exciting the Indians ſettled 
among them, to come upon our frontiers, 
to kill and captivate our people, and to carry 
their ſcalps and priſoners to Canada, where, 
as we have full evidence, a reward is given for 
them; and by this means we are prevented 
from extending our ſettlements in our own 
country ; whilſt the Engliſh, from the prin- 
ciple juſt now mentioned, ſcruple to avenge 
themſelves by carrying the war into the In- 
dian ſettlements, leſt they ſhould annoy 
his majeſty's allies, amongſt whom our moſt 
barbarous enemies are ſettled, and by whom 
they are cheriſhed and encouraged. 


« The French have under their influence 
by far the greateſt part of the Indians on the 
continent; whilſt the Engliſh, by the dif- 
ferent meaſures of the ſeveral governments, 
are in danger of loſing the ſmall proportion 
which at preſent are attached to them, The 
French have but one intereſt, and keep one 
point in view; the Engliſh governments have 
different intereſts, are diſunited, ſome of them 
have their frontiers covered by their neigh- 
bouring governments, and not being _ 

ale 


7 gr Þ 

ately affefied ſeem unconcerned. The French 
are ſupported by the crown and treaſure of 
France, which ſeems now more than ever 
to have made the plantations the object of 
its attention; the Engliſh governments are 
obliged to carry on any ſchemes at their own 
expence, and are not able long to ſupport any 


great undertaking. 


© Theſe are ſome of the diſadvantages 
which the Engliſh at preſent labour under, 
and they are not likely to be removed with- 
out his majeſty's gracious inter poſitions. We 
therefore deſire your excellency to repre» 
ſent to his majeſty the expoſed, hazardous 
ſtate of theſe his governments, and humbly 
to pray, that he would be pleaſed to cauſe 
the moſt effefFual meaſures to be taken for the 
removal of any French forts or ſettlements, 
that are or may be made in any part of bis 
territories on this continent; and iu particu- 
cular, that the ſubjects of the French king 
may be compelled to quit the province of 
Nova Scotia, where, in direct violation of 
the moſt expreſs agreement to the contrary, 
they are daily increaſing and fortifying them- 
ſelves; 
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ſelves ; that his majeſty would allow and 
order, that, whenſoever the Indians, who are 
ſettled among the French, or are under their 
direction and controul, ſhall captivate and 
deſtroy his Engliſh ſubjects, his reſpective 
governments ſhall ſuffer and encourage the 
Indians, who are in the Engliſh intereſt, 
to make repriſals upon the French; there 
being no other way of putting a ſtop to the 
incurſions of the French Indians, or of for- 
warding the ſettlement of our frontiers,” 


Extract 


© > NO” 

Extract of an Addreſs from the Council 
and Repreſentatives of the province of 
Maſſachuſets Bay, to Governor * 
October 3oth, 1754 


ec E very well knew before we 

ingaged in this expedition, that 
an heavy charge muſt be the neceſſary 
conſequence of it; and here we would 
humbly beg leave to repreſent to your ex- 
cellency, that, although we have, and ſhall 
at all times chearfully exert our utmoſt 
ſtrength in the defence and ſecurity of his 


majeſty's American dominons, yet we ap- 


prehend it impoſſible, in the preſent diftreſſ- 
ed circumſtances of the province, to maiu- 
tain a force neceſſary for the defence of fo ex- 
tenſive a frontier ; and therefore we muſt 
humbly rely upon his majeſly's paternal good- 
neſs, through the interpoſition of your ex- 


cellency's good offices, for aſſiſtance, as to 
the charge we have been, and may be at; 


and reſt aſſured, that we ſhall never be ex- 
poſed to ruin by our zeal for his majeſty's 
ſervice ; eſpecially as what we have done is 
for the ſafety, not only of this, but all his 
majeſty's governments. 

3 6 oer 
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1. Your excellency could not have com- 
municated to us any advices more acceptable, 
than thoſe which you have received from 
the right honourable Sir Thomas Robinſon, 
one of his majeſty's principal ſecretaries of 
ſtate. His majeſty's great condeſcenſion, in 
thus ſignifying his royal approbation of our 
conduct, has made a very ſenſible impreſſion 
upon us, which cannot eaſily be effaced. 
We hope we ſhall never render ourſelves 
unworthy of his royal favour.” 
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Extract from the Addreſs of the Aſſembly 
of Virginia to the King, 1754. 


ec S the endeavours of the French to 
eſtabliſh a ſettlement upon our fron- 

tiers, is a high inſult offered to your majeſty, 
and if not timely oppoſed with vigour and re- 
ſolution, muff be attended with the mo ff fatal 
conſequences ; we have (notwithſtanding the 
great poverty of the colony, and the low 
condition of the public revenue, occaſioned 
by the bad ftate of our tobacco trade, and 
a large debt due from the country, for raiſing 
and maintaining of ſoldiers upon the expedition 
againſt Canada in the year 1746) granted aſup- 
ply of ten thouſand pounds towards defraying 
and protecting your majeſty's ſubjects againſt 
the encroachments of the French, which, 
though not ſufficieut to anſwer all the ends for 
which it is deſigned, is the utmoſt that your 
people under their preſent circumſtances are 
able to bear. We therefore moſt humbly 
beſeech your majeſty, to extend your royal 
beneficence to us your loyal ſubjects, that we 
K may 


may be enabled effectually to defeat the an- 
juſt and pernicious deſigns of your enemies. 


Beſides theſe addreſſes from the aſſemblies 
of Maſſachuſets Bay and Virginia, there is 
a repreſentation made by the commiſſioners 
from the ſeveral Colonies aſſembled at Al- 
bany in July 1765; an extract from which, 
I think it proper to lay before the public on 
this occaſion, as ſpeaking the ſenſe of all 
the Colonies at that time; and I ſhall ac- 
company it with an extract from the ſpeech 
of the famous Sachem Hendrick, to thoſe 
commiſſioners, 


Extras} 
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Extract from the Draught of a Repreſen- 


tation of the Commiſſioners met at Alba- 


ny, July gth, 1754. 


be HAT they (the French) are continu- 
ally drawing off the Indians from 
the Britiſh intereſt ; and have lately perſuaded 
one-half of theOnondagatribe, with many from 
the other nations along with them, to remove 


to a place called Oſwegchie,, on the river 


Cadaraqui, where they have built them a 
church and fort; and many of the Senecas, 
the moſt numerous nation, appear to be wa- 
vering, and rather inclined to the French: 
and it is a melancholy conſideration, that not 
more than 150 men of all the ſeveral nations 
have attended this treaty, although they had 
notice, that all the governments would be here 
by thetr commiſſioners, and that a large pre- 
ſent would be given. 


« That it is the evident defign of the 
French to ſurround the Britiſh Celonies; to 


fortify themſelves on the back thereof ; to 
K 2 take 
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take and keep poſſeſſion of the heads of all 
important rivers; to draw over the Indians 
to their intereſt, and with the help of ſuch 
Indians, added to ſuch forces as are already 
arrived, and may hereafter be ſent from 
Europe, to be in a capacity of making a ge- 
neral attack on the ſeveral governments; and 
if at the ſame time a ſtrong naval force be 
ſent from France, there is the utmoſt danger, 
that the whole continent will be ſubjected to 
that crown ; and that the danger of ſuch a 
naval force is not merely imaginary, may be 
argued from paſt experience ; for if it had 
not been for the moſt extraordinary interpo- 
ſition of heaven, every ſea-port town on the 
continent, in the year 1746, might have 
been ravaged and deſtroyed by the ſquadron 
under the command of the duke d'Anville, 
notwithſtanding the then declining ſtate of 
the French navy, and the further advantage 
accruing to the Engliſh from the poſſeſſion 
of Cape Rs. . ens ws 


« That the faid Colonies being in @ di- 
vided, diſunited flate, there has never been 
any joint exertion of their force, or councils, t0 

repel 


T2135: 1 
repel or defeat the meaſures of the French; 


and particular Colonies are unable and un- 
willing to maintain the cauſe of the whole. 


4 * 4 


« That it ſeems abſolutely neceſſary, that 
ſpeedy and effectual meaſures be taken to 
ſecure the Colonies from the SLAVERY they 
are threatened with.” 
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Extracts from the Proceedings of the Con: 
greſs at Albany in 1754. 


Part of Hendrick's Speech, 24 July, 1754. 


ec 70 IS your fault, brethren, that we 

are not ſtrengthened by con- 
queſt; for we ſhould have gone and taken 
Crown Point, but you hindered us; we had 
concluded to go and take it ; but we were 
told it was too late, and that the ice could 
not bear us. Inſtead of this, you burnt your 
own fort at Seragbioga, and run away from 
it, which was a ſhame and a ſtandal to you, 


e Look about your country and ſee, 
you have no fortifications about you; no, not 
even to this city (Albany); tis but one ſtep 
from Canada hither, and the French may 
egſiy come and turn you out of your doors. 


« Look 


Lin 


IT Look at the French, they are men; they 
are fortifying every where; but, we are 
aſhamed to ſay it, you are all like women, 
bare and open, without any fortifications.” 


It would be painſul to me to point out 
the direct and palpable contradictions to the 
aſertions of the two gentlemen before-men- 
toned, which may be collected from theſe 
papers. I ſhall therefore leave it to my 
readers to make their own remarks upon ſo 
delicate a ſubject; but to do juſtice to my 
own argument, I muſt obſerve, that theſe 
repreſentations of the aſſemblies and commiſ- 
ioners are all dated in the year 1754, an- 
tcedent to the arrival of the two regiments 
under general Braddock in America, and con- 
equently long before his defeat, or the com- 
mencement of hoſtilities between Great Bri- 
tun and France in Europe, or between the 
ſegular troops of the two kings in America. 
Whoever therefore will give credit to thoſe 
repreſentations, muſt be convinced that the 
ate war was not occaſioned by @ diſpute in- 
7 which 


 wobich the Colonies had no particular concern 


being added to the Britiſh dominions, and that 
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or intereſt ; nor will they think, that the Ce. 
lonies were in perfect peace with the French 
and Indians before the defeat of general Brad- 
dock in 1755. as little will they be inclined 
to believe, bat the ſubduing and keeping Ca- 
nada, Nova Scotia, and Florida, is greath 


injurious to the old Colonies; that Great 


Britain alone receives any benefit from their 


ſhe alone ought to maintain them. 
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But all that not been urged againſt 
our claims, cry the Colony advocates, are 
novel doctrines, we will not diſpute about 
them; all we defire and ſue for is our Fer- 
mer liberties ;z we are loyal ſubjects of the 
king, and only deſire to be reſtored to our 
ancient rights, as we quietly enjoyed them 
before the fatal period of Mr. Grenville's 
adminiſtration. What were thoſe /ormer 
or ancient rights and privileges of the Colo- 
nies ſhall then be the ſubje& of our next 
enquiry. But by the why, I would aſk 
theſe loyal ſubjects of the king, what king 
it is they profeſs themſelves to be the loyal 
ſubjects of? It cannot be his preſent moſt 
gracious majeſty George the Third, King 
of Great Britain, for his title is founded on 
an act of parliament, and they will not ſurely 
acknowledge, that parliament can give them 
a king, which is of all others the higheſt 
act of ſovereignty, when they deny it to 
have power to tax or bind them in any 0- 
ther caſe ; and I do not recollef, that there 
is any act of aſſembly in any of the Colo- 
nes for ſettling the crown upon King Wil- 
liam, or the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover. 
But they ſay, they recognized his majeſty's 

L title 


— 


r eee 


„ 
which the Colonies had no particular concern 
or intereſt ; nor will they think, that the Cy. 
lonies were in perfect peace with the French 
and Indians before the defeat of general Brad. 
dock in 1755. as little will they be inclined 
to believe, that the ſubduing and keeping Ca- 
nada, Nova Scotia, and Florida, is greath 
injurious to the old Colonies; that Great 
Britain alone receives any benefit from their 


being added to the Britiſh dominions, and that 


ſhe alone ought to maintain them. 


he 

But all that not been urged againſt 
our claims, cry the Colony advocates, are 
novel doctrines, we will not diſpute about 
them; all we deſire and ſue for is our for- 
mer liberties; we are loyal ſubjects of the 
king, and only defire to be reftored to our 
ancient rights, as we quietly enjoyed them 
before the fatal period of Mr. Grenville's 
adminiſtration. What were thoſe /ormer 
or ancient rights and privileges of the Colo- 
nies ſhall then be the ſubje&t of our next 
enquiry. But by the why, I would aſk 
theſe loyal ſubjects of the king, what king 
it is they profeſs themſelves to be the loyal 
ſubjects of? It cannot be his preſent moſt 
gracious majeſty George the Third, King 
of Great Britain, for his title is founded on 
an act of parliament, and they will not ſurely 
acknowledge, that parliament can give them 
a king, which is of all others the higheſt 
act of ſovereignty, when they deny it to 
have power to tax or bind them in any 0- 
ther caſe ; and I do not recv/lef, that there 
is any act of aſſembly in any of the Colo- 
nies for ſettling the crown upon King Wil- 
liam, or the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover. 
But they ſay, they recognized his majeſty's 
L title 


_ — — — n — 
— . . _ 


one clauſe in this charter, the governor, 
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title before many of the people in England 
had done it. That is, they obey'd an act of 
parliament before it was obey'd by many 
people in England. I believe they did ſo, 
for I never ſuſpected them of Jacobitiſm, 
altho' they mult ſee, that if they reje& 
parliamentary authority, they make them- 
ſelves to be ſtill the ſubjects of the abjured 
Stuart race. This however is too delicate a 
matter to ſay more upon; we ſhall then 
proceed to the inveſtigation of their an- 
cient rights, SC. 


The firſt charter granted by the crown of 
England for the purpoſe of Colonization, 
is that granted by king James to the two 
Virginia Companies, dated the 1oth of 
April, 1606; thoſe which precede it ha- 
ving been granted for the purpoſe of Di/- 
covery, This charter, as it is explained 
and enlarged by another charter, dated on- 
ly three years after, furniſhes us with a 
pretty good account of the rights and pri- 
vileges which the firſt Settlers in Virginia 
carried over with them, and to which they 
now ſeem ſo deſirous of recurring. By 


and 
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and other magiſtrates and officers to be ap- 
pointed by a council reſiding in London, 
are veſted © with full and a/ſo{ure power 
and authority to corref?, puniſb, and par- 
* Jon, govern and rule all ſuch the ſubjects 
« of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, as ſhall 
« from time to time adventure themſelves 
*© in any voyage thither, or that ſhall at 
any time inhabit in the precincts and 
*« territories of the faid Colony as aforeſaid, 
according to ſuch orders, ordinances, con- 
*« flitutroms, directions and inſtructiont, as by 
© our faoid council as aforeſaid ſhall be eſta- 
© bliſhed ; and in defect thereof, in caſe of 
i neceſſity, according to the good di fcretion 1 
, the faid governors and officers reſpec- 1 
* tively, as well in caſes capital as evil, 1 
© both marine and others, ſo always as the i | ; 
« ſaid ſtatutes, ordinances and proceedings, 1 
* as near as conveniently may be, be agree- | 
„able to the laws, ſtatutes, government 
* and policy of this our tealm of England.” 
By other clauſes, the treaſurer and cm- 
pany are exempt from the payment of all * 
duties and taxes for ſeven ycurs. But a du- IB 
ty of two and an half per cent. is laid by 1 
the king upon all merchandize, bought and I 
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fold within the precincts of the Colony, * 


Engliſh ſubjects not of the Colony. And 
an additional duty of Two and an half per 


cent. more is laid upon all merchandize 


bought or ſold therein by aliens or foreign- 
ers, and the revenue to ariſe from thoſe 


duties is thus appropriated by the king ; ** all 


* -which ſums of money or benefit as afore- 


© ſaid, for and during the ſpace of twenty- 
one years next enſuing the date hereof, 

. ©. ſhall be wholly employed to the. uſe, be- 
.** nefit and behoof of the ſaid ſeveral plan- 

_ **. tations where ſuch traffic ſhall be made; 
and after the ſaid twenty-one: years end- 
e ed; the ſame ſhall be taten to the uſe of ns, 


% cur heirs and ſucceſſors, by ſuch. officers and 
« miniſters as by us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 
« ſors, ſhall be thereunto- appointed.“ In 
a clauſe of the ſecond. charter this duty is 
doubled, but it is explained to mean a du- 
ty of Five per cent. upon goods imported, 
and F; ive per cent. on goods exported by 
Ergliſh ſubjects not of the Colony, or al- 
lowed by the company; and Ten per cent. 


ae paid by aliens, over and alrve ſuch 


e ſuc/idy and cuſtom as the ſaid company is ur 
there ſhall be to pay.“ The glorious 


rights, 
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rights, privileges and immunities therefore, 
which the rt Settlers in Virginia carried 
with them, appear to have been the right of 
being governed by laws, enacted by a coun- 
cil of the proprietors reſiding here in Eng- 
land, all of them nominated in the firſt in- 
ſtance by the crown, and afterwards to be 
elected by the proprietors reſiding in Eng- 
land. And in caſe of the defect of ſuch ſta- 
tutes, the diſcretion of the governor, and o- 
ther miniſterial officers, was to be the la, 
as well in caſes capital as civil. It was their 
right and privilege allo, to be taxed by the 
King's ſole prerogative, for the uſe and be- 
ncfit of the crown only, and in no caſe to 
be taxed by themſelves, or their repreſen- 
tatives elected by themſelves; for theſe. 
charters convey no ſuch powers to the com 
panies, or to their council. W very far 
from the truth therefore are thoſe aſſertions 
of the Virginia aſſembly contained in their 
reſolutions, * that the inhabitants of that 
Colony have a/ways been taxed by them- 
* ſelves, or by perſons choſen by them- 
© ſelves ; and of having been governed on- 
* iy by ſuch laws, as they or their repre- 
* zentatives gave conſent to ; ” that by the 

4 RR origi- 
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original conſtitution of the Colony, the 
inhabitants had no right to chuſe repreſen- 
tatives for any purpoſe, or of being con- 
ſulted, or their conſent aſked in the fram- 

ing of any laws, or impoſing of any taxes, 
by which they were bound. Their laws 
were ſent over to them from England rea- 
dy drawn up, and enacted by a council ap- 
pointed by the crown, and their taxes were 
impoſed by the king's ſole prerogative. Nor 
were theſe the rights and privileges of the 
inhabitants of that country, which is now 
called Virginia only, for the territory granted 
by theſe charters to the two Virginia com- 
panies extended from the latitude 34 to the 
latitude 45, which includes the whole 
country, from the ſouth boundary of the 
Colony of Virginia, to the frontiers of No- 
va Scotia, and the firſt Settlers in that part 
of this territory, which is now called New 
England, ſettled under beſe very charters, 


having purchaſed the right ſo to do from 
one of thoſe companies. 


And altho' the New England company 
took upon them, in their general court, to 
aſſeſs the inhabitants, yet, as their charter 


gave 
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gave them no right ſo to do, we find their 
having levied money of the inhabitants, one 
of the chief acts of delinquency alledged in 
the writ of ſcire facias, iſſued againſt their 
charter in the 36th year of the reign of 
Charles the Second, and upon which judg- 
ment was given in the court of King's 
Bench, againſt the governor and company 
of that Colony, and their charter taken a- 
way. And when after the revolution they 
petitioned king William and queen Mary 
for a renewal of their former charter, the 
king's council of that great zra told them, 
their former charter was inſufficient for 
their purpoſe; inaſmuch as by it they 
could not levey money for the purpoſes of 
their government. And in the new charter, 
which was granted them in the third year 
of William and Mary, and which is the 
charter under which that Colony 1s now go- 
verned, the power to levy taxes is reſtrained 
to provincial and local purpoſes, and to be 
exerciſed over ſuch only as are inhabitants 
or proprietors of the ſaid Province; the terms 
of the charter are theſe ; © and we do give 
and grant that the ſaid general court or 
* aſſembly ſhall have full power and au- 
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gave them no right ſo to do, we find their 


having levied money of the inhabitants, one 


of the chief acts of delinquency alledged in 
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„ thority to name and ſettle annually all 
* civil officers, &c. and alſo to impoſe 
* fines, mulcts, impriſonments and other 
* puniſhments, and to impoſe and levy 
„ proportionable and reaſonable aſſeſſ- 
* ments, rates and taxes upon the eſtates 
% and pr ſons, of all and every the proprietors or 
« inbabitants of our ſaid Province or territory, 
eto be iſſued and diſpoſed of, by warrant 
* under the hand of the governor of our 
* ſaid Province for the time being, with 
* the advice and conſent of the council, 
* for cur ſervice, in the neceſſary defence and 
« ſupport of our government, of our ſaid Pro- 
* Ince or territory, and the protection and pre- 
% ſervation of the inhabitants there, accord- 
ing to ſuch acts as are or ſhall be in force 
* within our ſaid Province“. Here we 
have the origin of the American diſtinc- 
tion between external and internal taxes, 
and the diſtinction is a real one in reſpect 
to the authority or right of the aſſembly of 
Maſſachuſets Bay, for that aſſembly has no 
right, by their charter, to lay any tax on 
Engliſh traders, or their goods, frequent- 
ing the ports of that Province, if they be 
not inhabitants or proprietors of the Pro- 
Vince; 


* 
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vince; and if they have done any ſuch 
thing, their preſent charter may be as much 
endangered by it, as their former one was 
in the reign of Charles the Second, from 
their taxing the inhabitants without autho- 
rity. And the reaſon of this limitation in 
their right of levying taxes is plainly this. 
That it might not be in their power to in- 
jure the trade of England by taxing Engliſh 
goods, ſhips, or merchants, who might 
come to trade there, or to give any prefer- 
ence to the inhabitants of the Colony over 
the people of England. Thus this boaſted 
diſtinction, by which it was pretended, that 
parliament was precluded from taxing the 
inhabitants of that Colony, comes out to 
be 2 precluſion of the aſſembly of that Province, 
from taxing Engliſh traders or their merchan- 
diſe in any of the ports of that Province, 


The purſuit of this buſineſs has 
carried me to a lower period of time, 
than other conſiderations will ſuffer me 
to proceed from, and I muſt now re- 
turn to the proceedings of the Virginia 
company, and of parliament relative to 
them. And indeed, from what we have ſeen 
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of the conditions, under which the firſt 
Emegrants ſettled in that country, we are 
not to be ſurpriſed at finding petitions 
to parliament, from theſe firſt Settlers 
in the Colonies ſo early as the year 1621; 
and if, as the adminiſtration of the col1- 
nies tells us, parliament then de//ted from 
its claim of right over them, we can 
ſcarcely ſuppoſe the petitioners conſidered 
that negieft of them as a privilege. Is it not 
more probable, that they conſidered it as 
an addition to all their other grievances? 
And how would they be amazed at the mad- 
neſs of their deſcendants, whom parliament 
hath taken under its benign protection, and 
reſcued from the cruel fangs of prerogative 
and arbitrary power, Did they ſee them 
labouring with all their might to throw off 
the juriſdiction of parliament, and return 
under the unlimited authority of the 
crown ? 


Parliament, however, did not neglect their 
applications, nor did parliament, either 
then, or at any time ſince, ever doubt of its 
right of juriſdiction over the lands and inbabi- 
tants in America, as will appear moſt evi- 

dently 
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dently from the commons journals, faith- 
fol extracts from which J have given in the 
appendix beginning at the year 1614, which 


was only eight years after the grant of the 
firſt charter, and only five years after the 


grant of the fecond, for planting Colonies 
in America. 


My countrymen will there fee, that the 
doubts of the right of parliament to make laws 
% bind the Colonies, was raiſed by the king's 
ſecretary, and that the only members of the 
houſe of commons, who ſeemed to doubt 
along with him, were two of the patentees, 
Mr. Smith and Mr. Guy. The majority of 
the commons, were ſo far from doubting of 
their juriſdiction, that they paſſed the bill, 
which occaſioned the doubt, which was not 
only aſſerting their right, but actually exercifing 
it, as far as any houſe of parliament can exer- 
ciſe any legiſlative juriſdiction. And what is 
ſtill more, the ſecretary and the patentees ſeem 
to have not only acqrreſcedin the right claimed 
by parliament, but to have been drawn over 
to the opinion, that parliament had ſuch a 
right, for in the progreſs of the bill, we 
ind them filent upon the matter of right, 


and 
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and complaining of the hardſhips impoſed 
by it on the Settlers, by authoriſing and giv- 
ing a right to the Engliſh fiſhermen to cut 
down timber off their lands, and without pay- 
ing them for it, even within a quarter of 
a mile of their houſes : And propoſing ſome 
amendments in favour of the coloniſts ; 
Without which, Mr. Secretary ſays, he doubts 
whither the bill will receive the royal aſſent. 
But theſe commons ef England were not to 
be led by the king's ſecretary from their 
duty to the ſtate ; they rejected the pro- 
viſoes ; upon this truly parliamentary 
reaſon, *© that the fiſhing was more 
* beneficial to the commonwealth than 
e the plantation”. Upon the ſame prin» 
ciple they controuled a patent, which ex- 
cluded Engliſh fiſhermen from fiſhing on 
certain coaſts of America, and declared in 
right of their ſupreme authority, that the 
penalties and forfeitures inflicted by that 
patent were void. They will alſo find in 
the ſame journal, that the commons of 
England were not inattentive to the proſpe- 
rity and ſecurity of the Colonies from their 
firſt ſettlement, nor to preſerve to them 

their 


P 
their rights as ſahjects of England, Whilſt 
they took care to prevent them from inter- 


fering with, or injuring ware fellow ſub- 


2 


when they excluded Gat of all other ess 
but the forfeiture which the king had by his 
patent inflicted on the tobacco ſhipped in Vir- 
ginia, they declared to be 7l/lega}, and the 
patent void becauſe it was not "done by autho- 
rity of parliament.” This was at once reſeu- 
ing the Colonies from the oppreſſive juriſ- 
dition of the crown, and declaring their 
own authority over them. It was ſaying, 
that the crown alone had no right to grant 
away the property of the people in Virgi= 
nia, for that righe was in king and parlia- 
ment. It was-Qeelaring, that the Colonies, 
lay within the realm, and were not the pri- 
vate poſſeſſions of the king, but part and 
parcel of the dominions of the crown, that 
the inhabitants were ſubjects of the ſtate, 
and intitled to the protection afforded by the 
laws of England, againſt the arbitrary acts 
of the king, and bound to pay obedience to 
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It is well wotthy of remark, that the er 
cluding parliament, from juriſdiction over 
the Colonies, was at his time a matter of 
pecuniary, as well as honorary conſiderz- 
tion with the crown; for as there was then 
no ſettled revenue for the ſuppoſt of the 

king's civil government, the grant of char. 
ters and monopolies , were. the moſt impor- 
tant of the king's methods of railing money 
independant of parliament and from the 
eſpecial proviſions in theſe charters to the 
Virginia companies, it is evident, that the 
king then looked to the new plantations 
in America, as a ſource. for a conſiderable 
revenue to himſelf and his ſucceſſors, which 
might, perhaps, enable, them to ſubſi 
their houſeholds in Fang. without the dif- 
agreeable aid of parliament. In theſe cit 
cumſtanses it is more eaſy to ſuppoſe, that 
the king or his miniſters, would have re- 
ſtrained parliament in its rightful jutiſdic: 
tion, than have ſuffered it to aſſune jutiſ 
diction over Amefica, if parliament bad 
not a right to it; and the frequent rejec- 
tion of the fiſhing bill is a prgof, that ſuch 
was really theintention of the crown, where: 


as its frequent renewal is a like pro” of 
n 


is 3K 
an early jealouſy in the commons, and of 
their ſtrict attention to the rights of par- 
liaments, and the true intereſts. of their 
country. 


In the year 1632, Lord Baltimore ob- 1 
tained a grant of lands in America, ta if 
which the charter gives the name of Mary+ | 
land; theſe lands were included in the for- 
mer charters to the Virginia companies, but 4 
thoſe companies not having cultivated or 
planted them, the crown thought it had a # 
right to regrant them without any legal 14 
proceſs; and as the Virginia companies had . 
held thoſe lands as of the manor of Eaſt | 
Greenwich, fo the king now grants them 
to Lord Baltimore, to be holden as of the 
« caſtle of Windfor in the county of Berks,” 
declaring, * that the ſaid Province, tenants 
and inhabitants of the faid Colony or 
* country, ſhall not from henceforth be 
held or reputed a member, or as part of 
* the land of Virginia, or of any other Co- 
Jony whatſoever, nor ſhall be depending 
* on, or ſubject to their government in any 
thing. And our pleaſure is, that they 
be ſeparated, and that they all be 
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* ſubject immediately to our crown of Eng- | 
« land as depending thereof for ever.” In 
this charter, however manifeſt, it appears, 
that the king was deſirous to gratify Lord 
Baltimore to the utmoſt of his power, yet 
we find the right of all the ſubjects of Eng- 
land, to fiſh and cut wood on the coaſts of 
America, for which parliament had ſo ſtre- 
nuouſly contended, is expreſsly reſerved, 
* Saving always unto us, our heirs and ſuc- 
* ceſſors, and to all the ſubjects (of our 
« kingdoms of Ergland and Ireland) of 
&« us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, free liberty 
*« of fiſhing for ſea fiſh, as well in the ſea, 
« bays, inlets, and navigable rivers, as in 
« the harbours, bays, and creeks of the 
Province aforeſaid, and the privileges of 
« ſalting and drying their fiſh on the ſhore of 
« the ſaid Province; and for the ſame cauſe 
* to cut and take underwood or twigs there 
* growing, and to build cottages and ſheds 
&* neceſſary in this behalf:” fo that altho 
the king refuſed his aſſent to the fiſhing 
bill, yet we ſee in this patent, he made 
reſervation of thoſe rights of the people of 
England, which parliament had aſſerted 
and meant to haye eſtabliſhed by that bill; 

and 
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and if he had not done ſo, we may well up- 
poſe, that the houſe of commons would have 
done it for him, as we have ſeen they did 
in the caſe of the Virginia company, and 
the Newfoundland company; for notwith- 
ſtanding the bill had not the royal aſſent, 
yet the reſolutions of thoſe commons of Eng- 
land, had ſufficient efficacy to prevent the 
ſettlers in Virginia and Newfoundland from 
ever afterwards refuſing liberty to the En · 
glich fiſhermen to fiſh, cut dewn wood, &c. 
upon theit coafts, and within their reſpective 
charter juriſdictions. 


The intermiſſion of parliaments from this 
date, to the breaking out of the troubles 
which occaſioned the death of Charles, 
leaves us without any further record of the 
opinion of parliament in his reign, with re- 
ſpect to its right of juriſdiction over the 
Colonies ; but we find in Scobel's acts of 
the commonwealth parliament, the ſtrongeſt 
and fulleſt declarations of the right of par- 
lament, to bind the Colonies in all caſes 
whatſoever that can be contained in words. 
Virginia, Barbadoes, and ſome other of the 
Colonies, (not New England, for that 
M | Colony 
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Colony took part with the commonwealth's 
men) had declared for King Charles the 
Second, and Prince Rupert had carried 
his fleet to ſupport them. To puniſh theſe 
Colonies, the parliament made an act in the 
year 1650, the preamble to which, is as 
follows: * Whereas in Virginia, and in 
„ the iſlands of Barbadoes, Antigo, St. 
«« Chriſtophers, Mevias, Montſerrat, Ber- 
«© mudas, and divers other iſlands and 
* places in America, there have been and 
<« are Colonies and Plantations which were 
e planted at the coſt, and ſettled by the 
«« people, and by authority of this nation, 
« which are and ought to he ſubordinate to 
% and dependent upon England, and bath ever 
« fince the planting thereof, been and ought to 
&« be ſubject to ſuch laws,orders and regulations, 
& as are or ſhall be made by the parliament of 
England. I do not quote this act as 
of force or binding upon the Colonies, I 
only give it as an hiſtorical fact, containing 
the opinion of that parliament; and if we 
believe the aſſertions in the preamble : 
That the Colonies were always held and 
« deemed to be ſubject to all acts of parlia- 
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t ment,” which is a matter that muſt have 
been well known to thoſe who made that 
aſſertion, as the firſt ſettlements were made \ 
within the memory of many of them, it 
will be full evidence, of the opinion which 
former parliaments had of their right to 
juriſdiction over the Colonies, though it is 
not a proof of the right of thoſe who paſſed 
the act. 


The great event which quickly followed, 
and bywhich the conſtitution was reſtored to 
its ancient form, reſtored parliament to its 
legal authority over all the ſubjects of the Il 
realm, and the re-eſtabliſhment of peace at- | 
forded an opportunity for exerciſing it; and it 
from this happy period, down to the pre- | 
ſent times, there are but few ſeſſions which 
are not marked by ſome act of ſovereignty 
oyer the Colonies, ſome regulation or tax. 
The Colonies were then indeed become of 
conſiderable importance. The number of 
inhabitants upon the continent of America, 
was not now only 4000, which was the 
number of all the ſettlers there in the reign 
of James the Firſt, when the Iriſh bill was 
biſ: brought in; and it therefore behoved 
M 2 par- 
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parliament more attentively to look after 
them at this time, than it was neceſſary for 
them to do in their infancy ; and from this 
reign it is, we are to begin our enquiries 
after parliamentary regulation for the trade 
and inhabitants of the Colonies, although 
the claim and exercife of the rigbt of pat- 
liament over them, may be taken much 
higher, and is indeed, as we have ſeen, 


- Coeval with their firſt ſettlement. The 


trown too deſiſted from its claim to the ſole 
property in the Colonies and right of juriſ- 
diction over them. We hear no more of 
that prerogative language from the crown 
to parliament ; the Colonies are not an- 
nexed to the realm, they are the king's ſe- 
parate dominions ; dut, on the contrary, we 
find the crown, in its future charters and 
patents for granting territories in America, 
carefully explaining itſelf to have no preten- 


ſions to ſuch ſeparate jurifdiction, but ſet- 


ting forth to the Colonies, that parliament 
was in all caſes to be the ſupreme and ſo- 
vereign legiſlature over them. 


The charters dated in the 14th year of 


Charles the Second, which were granted to 
” the 
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the inhabitants of Connecticut and Rhode 
[and, are ſimply charters of incorporation, 
erecting the reſpective inhabitants in thoſe 
places into a corporate body, and empower- 
ing them to do corporate acts, in like man- 
ner, as other corporations in Epgland are 
empowered to do, or as thoſe charters ex- 
preſs it: That they the ſaid John Win- 
« trop, Sc. and all others as now or here- 
« after ſhall be admitted and made free .of 
« the company and ſociety of our Colony of 
e Connecticut in America, (and the ſame 
e words are uſed in the Rhode Ifland char- 
*« ter) ſhall from this time, and for ever 
© hereafter, be one body corporate and poli- 
tick in act and name, by the name of 
„Governor and Company of the Engliſh 
2 Colony of Connecticut in Nev- England 
in America, and that by the ſame name, 
* they and their ſucceſſors ſhall and may 
have perpetual ſucceſſion, and ſhall and 
© may be perſons able and capable in the law 
* to plead and be impleaded, to anſwer and 
* to be anſwered unto, to defend and to be 
* defended in all and fingular ſuits, cauſes, 
* guarrels, matters, actions and things of 
+ what kind or nature ſoever, and alſo to 
| M 3 have 
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* have, take, poſſeſs, acquire and purchaſe, 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or 
* any goods or chattels, and the ſame to 
« leaſe, grant, demiſe, alien, bargain, 
«« ſell and diſpoſe of, as otber our liege peo- 
« ple of this our realm of England, or any 
© o:her corporation, or body politic, within 
e Zhe ſame.” The man who thinks the 
Terms of this clauſe of the Connecticut and 
Rhode Ifland charters, deſcriptive of or 
applicable to a ſovereign State or ſupreme le- 
gi/lature, deſerves not that any ſober argu- 
ment ſhould be held with him. TI thall 
therefore paſs over the further conſidera- 
tion of theſe charters, with oaly remark- 
ing, that the King here expreſs/y admits, 
that the Colonies were then within the 
realm of England, or annexed to it, by 
uſing theſe words, “ as other our liege peb- 
&« ple of this our realm of England, or any 
« otber corporation within the ſame,” | 


The patent for Penſylvania, which was 
granted the ſame year with the Rhode Ifland 
and Connecticut charters, as it was of a 
more extenſive nature, and convey'd higher 


powers, ſcems to have been drawn up with 
| | =_— pro- 
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proportionably greater caution, and is in- 
deed ſo full upon the matter of the preſent 


diſpute, between the Colonies and Parlia- 


ment, that one cannot help ſuppoſing, thoſe 
who were intruſted to prepare it had a fore- 
fight of what has ſince happened. The 
preamble of the patent declares it to be a 
chief purpoſe of the patentee, 10 enlarge 
« cur Engliſh dominions;” and that the terri- 
tory granted, and its future inhabitants, 
ſhould for ever continue as part of that do- 
minion, is expreſſly provided for by the 
following clauſe. And to the end the 
„ faid William Penn, or his heirs or other 
planters, owners or inhabitants of the ſaid 
% Province, may not at any time hereafter, 
by miſconſtructiam of the powers aforeſaid, 
through 7nadvertency or deſign, depart 
© from that faithand dueallegiance, wHion 


* BY THE LAWS OF THIS OUR KING= . 


« DOM OF ENGLAND, they and all our 
« ſubjects in our dominions and territories 
always owe unto us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 
* ſors,, by colour of any extent or largeneſs 
© of powers hereby given, or pretended to 
be given, or by force or colour of any laws 
 bereafter to be made in the ſaid Province, 
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« by virtue of any ſuch powers. Our fur- 
« ther will and pleaſure is, that a tranſcript 
4 of all laws, which ſhall be made within 
« the ſaid Province, ſhall be tranſmitted to 
* the privy council; and if any of the ſaid 
„laws ſhall be declared by us, &c. in our 
*« privy council, inconſiſtent with the ſove- 
« reignty or /awful prerogative of us, &c. 
* or contrary to the faith or allegiance due 
% by the legal government of this realm, from 
* the faid William Penn, or his heirs, or 
«© of the planters or inhabitants of the ſaid 
« Province, from thenceforth ſuch laws 
« ſhall become void. By anogher clauſe, 
the king covenants not to lay any tax up- 
on the inhabitants of Penſylvania of his 
own ſole prerogative, but in giving up that 
right of his anceflors, he takes care to de- 
clare, that he does not mean to give up the 
right of parliament to tax them, or pre- 
tend that he could do ſo; theſe are his 
words: © And further our pleaſure is, and 
for theſe preſents for us, &c. we do co- 
* venant and grant to and with the ſaid 
„ William Penn, &c. that we, &c. ſhall 
at no time hereafter ſet or make, or cauſe 
to ſet any impoſition, cuſtom, or other 


* taxation, or rate or contribution whatſo- 
«© ever; 


Lore he bod Eine tb — 2 tha DM ans of EA AAA Ori ria fb WY AI AL ee nd 
E - 4 * 
a. AS — * | 
"2 Tho * ier p 7 — 25 . —Y = * AA * be — . + N 8 
- "i _ - — _ — 1 — — — = G_—_ ” 


[ 161 1 

ever, in and upon the dwellers and iaha- 
e bitants of the aforeſaid Province, for their 
« Lands, Tenements, Goods or Chattels 
« within the ſaid Province, or in and up- We | 
« on any goods or merchandiſe within the iS | 
« ſaid Province, or to be laden or unladen 
« within the ports or harbours of the ſaid | 
Province, unleſs the ſame be with the con. | 
« ſent of the proprietors or chief governor er W | 
'« aſſembly, or by Ac oF PARLIAMENT = 
© N ENGLAND”. I am no advocate for 
prerogative taxes, either in England or in 1 
the Colonies ; but yet, if the crown ever | | 
lad a right to tax the inhabitants of Penſyl- ö 
vania, I ſee nothing in bis charter, which | 
is the ancient conſtitution of the Colony, | 

| 


which could ſerve to juſtify them in refu- 
fig to pay any tax, which the crown and 
the proprietor might agree to impoſe upon 
them ; for the crown only grants, that 
without the conſent of the proprietor, or 
of the aſſembly, or by act of parliament, it 
not impoſe taxes, which is reſerving to 
itſelf the right of doing it with the conſent 
of either, | 


” . 
— ———— 
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In the following year, viz. the 15th of 
Charles the Second, that part of the North 1 
N Ame- 
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American continent, which lies to the 
ſouth of Virginia, was granted to eight 
proprietors, under the name of | Caroli- 
na; the clauſe of this patent, which ſe- 
parates the newly erected Province, and its 
inhabitants, from all other Colonies, very 
fully declares their dependancy on the crown 
of England. Our will and pleaſure is, 
*« ſays the patent, that they be ſubyect im- 
“ mediately to our crown of England, as 
% depending thereof for ever; and that the 
inhabitants ſhall not, at any time, be 
liable to anſwer to any matter out of our 
* faid Province, other than in our realm of 
« England, and dominion of Wales.” 


The laft Colony charter, eroded by the 
crown, is that granted in the year 1732, by 
his late majeſty, to lord Percival, and cer- 
tain other gentlemen, who were called 
Truſtees for eſtabliſhing the Colony of 
Georgia, The powers of legiſlation, for 
this Colony, were veſted in a council, to be 
choſen by the truſtees, or members of the 
corporation ; and it is whimſical enough to 
obſerve, that none were capable of being 


of that council, which was thus appointed 
the 
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the legiſlature for the Colony, who «vere 
poſſeſſed of any lands, or offices of profit, 
within the Colony, as if it had been intend- 
ed to debar and cut off, from the inhabi- 
tants, all poſſibility of pretending to a right 
of heing repreſented in this their legiſlative 
aſſembly, or of electing the members of 
whom it ſhould be compoſed. Or perhaps 
it was intended, by this ſingular reſtraint, 
to prevent the corporate powers from being 
carried over to the Colony, as had been the 
caſe with the Virginia charters. What- 
ever the reaſon was, we find ſuch was the 
legiſlature the inhabitants of Georgia were 
to be governed by——and by it they were 
governed for twenty years, after which, viz. 
in 1752, the truſtees reſigned their charter, 
and re-inveſted the Colony in the crown. 
The truſtees council were indeed ſparing 
in the exerciſe of their legiſlative powers, 
for they enacted only three laws in all that 
time, but they may truly be ſaid, to have 
been ſufficient, and moſt effectually pre- 
cluded the neceſſity for more. The one 
prevented the inhabitants from trading to 
the Weſt India Iſlands. The other pre- 
vented them from trading with the Indians; 
and 
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and the third prevented them from culti- 
vating their lands. The acts did not in- 
deed bear ſuch titles, but the reſtraints im- 
poſed by them had exactly thoſe effects. 
The council however repealed two of thoſe 
acts before they reſigned their charter, but 
the one for regulating the trade with the 
Indians, and by which a Tax is laid upon the 
traders, for defraying the charge of ſalaries 
to the officers, is, with ſome amendments, 
ſtill of force in that Colony; and thoſe in- 
habitants who pretend, that parliament, the 
ſupreme legiſlative authority over all the 
realm, has no right to make laws to bind 
them, are, and always have been, actually 
bound and taxed by a law, enacted by half 
a dozen Engliſh gentlemen at a tavern 
meeting But to return to the proceed- 
ings of parliament. 


In the 12th year of Charles the Second, 
which was the firſt ſeſſion after the reſto- 
ration, parliament gives a ſtrong inſtance of 
its attention to the general intereſt of this 
country, and of the Colonies, and of its 
authority over them. 
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NY prohibits, ©* the importation into, or 
« the exportation out of any lands, iſlands, 
« plantations, or territories, to his Majeſ- 
« ty belonging, or in his poſſeſſion, or 
« which may hereafter belong unto, or be 
in poſſeſſion of his Majeſty, his heirs and 
« ſucceſſors, in Aſia, Africa and America,” 
of all goods and commodities whatſoever, 
* except in ſhips belonging to the people 
« of England or Ireland, or the ſaid lands, 
© iſlands, plantations or territories ;* and 
« navigated by Engliſhmen,” and the Terms 
Engliſhmen and Engliſh ſhipping ; the ſame 
act explains to include, „the men and 
« ſhipping belonging to England, Ireland, 

« Wales, Guernſey, Jerfey, or any other; 
& the lands, iflands, dominions and terri- 
* tories, to his Majeſty, in Africa, Afia 
* or America, belonging, or in his poſſeſ- 
« fion ;” and under this explanation of the 
terms Engliſh ſhips and Engliſh men, have 
the ſhips, and inhabitants of the Colonies, 
ever fince enjoyed the ſame privileges and 
advantages, as the ſhips and inhabitants of 
the kingdom of England are intitled to; 


and in all future acts, the reſpeCive inha- 


bitants are deemed one and the ſame people, 
and 
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and their ſhips to belong to one and the 
ſame people. But this act goes ſtill further, 
in its exerciſe of parliamentary juriſdiction 
in and over the Colonies, for it prohi- 
« bits any perſon, who is an Alien; that 
« js, as the act explains it, one, nat born 
« within the allegiance of the King, or made 
« a free denizen, from exerciſing the trade 
c or occupation of a merchant or factor, 
„% in any the ſaid places, upon pain of the 
*« forfeiture and loſs of all ſuch perſon's 
goods or chattels.” 


The preamble to that part of the act, of 


the 15th of Charles the Second, which re- 


lates to the plantations, has already been 
taken notice of, but the reaſon which 
parliament gives for enforcing the prohi- 
bition of planting tobacco in England, is 
worthy of remark, inaſmuch, as it ſerves 
to prove the practicability of cultivating 
that plant in England, and the generous 
and equal regard which parliament enter- 
tained for the inhabitants in the Colonies, 
and people of England, as ſubjects in com- 
mon, of the State. And foraſmuch, 
*« ſays the Aatute, as planting and making 

cc tO - 


Co 
e tobacco within the kingdom of Eng- 
« land, doth continue and increaſe, to the 
« apparent loſs of his ſaid Majeſty in his 
e cuſtoms, the diſcouragement of the Engliſh 
« plantations in the parts beyond the ſeas, and 
i prejudice of this kingdom in general.” 


The act of the 25th of this reign (Chap. 
the 7th) is the firſt which /ays taxes in the 
Colonies, for the ſole purpoſe of revenue. Not 
indeed upon commodities carried thither 
from England, or upon ſuch part of the 
Colony products, as were conſumed in the 
Colonies, in which they were raiſed, for 
parliament ſeems, by its reaſoning in that 
act, to have exempted them from taxes in 
theſe caſes, by way of encouragement, and 
in conſideration of their not being zhen as 
well able to pay taxes, as the people of 
England were, upon what they conſumed, 
but upon ſuch of their products, as they 


exported to foreign countries, or carried 
from one Colony to another, the following du- 
ties are directed to be paid at exportation; 
* for Jo much of the ſaid commodities as ſhall 
* be laded, and put on board ſuch ſhip or veſ- 
« /el; that is to ſay, for ſugar white, the 

„ hun- 
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= hundred weight, five ſhillings 3 and brown 
* and muſcovados, the hundred weight, 
« one ſhilling and fix=pence ; tobacco, the 
pound, one penny; cotton wool, the 
*© pound, one half penny; for indico, Hebe- 
« Hence 3 ginger, the hundred weight, ane 
« filling ; logwood, the hundred weight, 
« five pound; ; fuſtick, and all other dying 
„ wood, the hundred weight, fix-pence; 
* cocoa, the pound, one penny; to be le- 
% vied, collected and paid, at ſuch places, 
and to ſuch collectors, and other officers, 
« as ſhall be appointed in the reſpective 
„ plantations, to collect, levy and receive 
the ſame, before the lading thereof, and 
© under ſuch penalties, both to the of- 
7 ficers, and upon the goods, as for non- 
« payment of, or defrauding his Majeſty 
« of his cuſtoms in England; And for 
the better collection of the ſeveral rates and 
duties impoſed by this act, be it enacted, 
te that this whole buſineſs ſhell be ordered 
and managed, and the ſeveral duties here— 


« by impoſed, ſhall be cauſed to be leu. by 


* the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms in Eng- 
land, by and under the authority and di- 


« reftions of the lord treaſurer of England, 
"0 
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theſe commodities, which can be called a 
probibitory duty, is that upon logwood ; for 
the rates and taxes, charged upon all the 
others, were not only ſuch as the commo- 
dities could bear, but which it was intended 
they ſhould bear, and which were actually paid 
by the inhabitants in the Colonies, who 
continued to export them after thoſe du- 
tics were laid upon them, until the law 
was altered by ſubſequent acts, in the fol- 
lowing reigns. There is indeed no appro- 
priation of. the revenue to ariſe from theſe 


taxes, declared in the act, but it was not 


then the practice of parliament, to appro- 
priate all revenues that were to ariſe, from 
the taxes it impoſed, either in England or 
in the Colonies; they were given to the 
King generally, and without account for 
the public ſervice of the ſtate. But if par- 


liament had only intended theſe taxes as re- 


g lions of trade, that is to ſay, as prohi- 
bitory of the exportation to foreign parts, 
or from one Colony ta another, of any of the 
products or commodities, upon which the 


taxes were laid; why did it impoſe a tax, 
N of 


i or commiſſioners of the treaſury ;” the 
only duty impoſed by this a& upon any of 
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of only ot one ſhilling and fix- pence the hun- 
dred weight, upon muſcovado ſugar, which 
was then worth more than twenty JSpillings 
in the Colonies, and at the ſame time tax 
a hundred weight of logwood, which was 
not worth near ſo much, at five pounds ? 
The ſame queſtion may he aſked, in reſpect 
to all the other commodities, and the an- 
ſwer can only be, that the high tax, in the 
one caſe, was intended for a prohibition, 
and in all the others, the taxes were 2x- 
petted to be paid, and to raiſe a revenue, in 
the Colonies, from their trade, for the ge- 
neral ſervice of the ſtate. Their trade 
* and navigation, ſays the ſtatute, in thoſe 
* commodities, from one plantation to 
« another, was then greatly increaſed,” and 
was become an object for taxation, and 
was therefore taxed accordingly. And what 
puts it beyond all poſſibility of doubt, that 
theſe taxes were impoſed for the purpoſe of 
revenue, is, that the taxes, directed to be 
paid on the exportation to foreign parts, 
or from one Colony to another, of ſome of 
theſe products of the Colonies, and I be- 
lieve on all, are the ſame as were then paid 


in England, upon the importation of thoſe 
products 
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products into that kingdom; and I be- 
lieve it never was imagined, that zhoſe taxes 
were not impoſed for the purpoſe of. re- 
venue. The plain and obvious intention 
of parliament, therefore, appears to have 
been, that the people, in the Colonies where 
the reſpective commodities were not pro- 
duced, ſhould pay the ſame taxes for uſing 
them, as were paid by the people of Eng- 
land for uſing them; and that ſuch of 
thoſe products, as were carried to foreign 
countries, ſhould alſo pay the ſame taxes; 
as well to prevent foreigners from' having 
them cheaper than the people in England, 


or in the Colonies could have them, and 


thereby cutting them off from any pre- 


ference in the market, as alſo to raiſe a re- 


venue to the ſtate, out of what was con- 
ſumed by foreigners. Some of theſe taxes 


ill remain, and are now paid in the Colonies, 


particularly the two-pence per 1b. on indi- 
go; and it was not till his late Majeſty's 


reign, that ſome of the other taxes were 
altered. 


By the yth and 8th of William and 
Mary, it is enacted. that every ſeaman 
N 2 what- 
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« whatſoever, that ſhall ſerve his Majeſty, 
« or any other perſon whatſoever, in any of 
* his Majeſty's ſhips, or in any ſhip or veſ- 
ce ſel whatſoever, belonging or to belong to 
* any ſubjects of England, or any other 
« his Majeſty's dominions, ſhall allow, and 
« there ſhall be paid out of the wages of 
every ſuch ſeaman, to grow due for ſuch 
« his ſervice, 6d. per annum, for the 
* better ſupport of the ſaid hoſpital, and 
* to augment the revenue thereof.” This tax 
has always been, and ſtill is levied in the 
Colonies. | 


But an act, which was paſſed the ſame 


year, intituled, An act for preventing 
* frauds, and regulating abuſes in the plan- 
« tations,” is ſtill more remarkable for the 
exerciſe of parliamentary juriſdiction in the 
Colonies, not only over the individuals and 
their effects, but over their courts of juſtice, 
and even over their aſſemblies alſo. This act 
renews and enforces all former acts reſpec- 
ting the plantations, and makes all ſhips 
and veſſels coming into any port there liable 
to the ſame regulations and reſtrictions, as 
ſhips in the ports in England are liable 

to; 
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. 
to; and then goes on to enact, That 
« the officers for collecting and managing 
« his Majeſty's revenue, and inſpecting the 
« plantation trade in any of the ſaid plan- 
* tations, ſhall have the ſame powers and 
authorities for v/fting and ſearching of 
« ſhips, and taking their entries, and for 
« ſcizing and ſecuring, or bringing on 
% ſhore any of the goods prohibited to be 
imported or exported into or out of 
„% any of the ſaid Colonies and planta- 
« tions, or for which any duties are pay- 
* able, or ought to have been paid by any 
« of the before-mentioned acts, as are 
provided for the officers of the cuſtoms 
in England : and alfo to enter houfes or 
* warehouſes to fearch fer, and ſeize any 
« ſuch goods. And that all the war- 
Angers and . owners of keys and wharfs, 
* or any lighterman, bargeman, waterman, 


porter, or other perſcas, aſſiſting in the 


* conveyance, concealment or reſcue, &c. 
* ſhall be brought to the like pains and 
** penalties, as are provided in relation to 
* prohibited or uncuſtomed goods here 
* in England. And the like aſſiſtance 
* ſhall. be given to the ſaid officers as is 
N 3 pro- 
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« provided for the officers in 'England : 
* and alſo, that in caſe any officer or of- 
« ficer in the plantations, ſhall be ſued 
*« or moleſted for any thing done in the 
„ execution of their office, the ſaid of- 
« ficer may plead the general iflue, and 
& ſhall give this, or other cuſtom acts in 
* evidence, and the judge to allow thereof.” 
Another clauſe of this act, prohibits 7he 
owners of lands, in the Colonies on the 
Continent from ſelling them, to any perſon 
who is not a natural born ſubject of Eng- 
land or Ireland, unleſs by licence from 
his Majeſty. But the higheſt exerciſe of 
authority, is contained in the gth ſection 
of this act, which declares and enacts, 
* That all laws, bye-laws, uſages or cuſ- 
« toms, at this time, or which hereafter 
* ſhall be in practice, or endeavoured or 
.** pretended to be in force, or practice in 
any of the ſaid plantations, which are 
„ in any wiſe repugnant to the before- 
% mentioned laws, or any of them, ſo far 
as they do relate to the faid planta- 
* tions, or any of them, or which are 
* any ways repugnant to this preſent act, 
or to any other law hereafier to be made 


x Ti 


[ 175 ] 


a, 


« tations, are illegal, null and void, to all 
intents and purpoſes whatſoever ,” 


Lad 


The number of acts of parliament re- 
ſpecting the "Colonies, is ſo great in this 
and the ſubſequent reigns, that quotati- 
ons from them all would be endleſs, I 
ſhall therefore paſs on to that of the 
1ith of King William, for the trial of 
pyrates in America, in which we find the 
following clauſe than, which nothing can 


be more expreſſive of the full authority, 


which parliament then exerciſed over the 
Colonies. © And be it hereby further de- 
« clared and enacted, that if any of the 
* governors in the ſaid plantations, or 
* any perſon or perſons in authority there, 
„ ſhall refuſe to yield obedience to this act, 
* ſuch refuſal is hereby declared to be 
* a forfeiture of all and every the char- 
ters granted for the government or pro- 
* priety of ſuch plantation.” 


The third and fourth of Queen Ann, 
prohibits the cutting down. any pitch. or 
N 4 tar 


in this kingdom, ſo far as ſuch law ſhall 
relate to and mention the ſaid plan- 


Mo 
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tar trees in the Colonies of New Eng- 
land, New York, or the Jerſeys, that ſhall 
not be within a fence or encloſure, 
notwithſtanding the lands on which they grow, 
and conſequently the trees, may be the private 
Property of the inhabitants in theſe Colonies. 


The act of the ninth of that reign 
for eſtabliſhing the poſt office, gives this 
reaſon for its eſtabliſhment, and for lay- 
ing the taxes thereby impoſed on the 
carriage of letters in Great Britain and 
Ireland, the Colonies and Plantations in 
North America, and the Weſt Indies, and 
all ther her Majeſty's dominions and ter- 
ritories, © That the buſineſs may be done 
* in ſuch manner, as may be moſt benefi- 
* cial to the people of theſe kingdoms, 
te and her Majeſty may be ſupplied, and the 
revenue arifing by the ſaid office better in- 
* proved, ſettled and ſecured to her Majeſiy, 
« her heirs and ſucceſſors.” And beſides 
taxing the letters in the Colonies for theſe 
purpoſes, the ferrymen, and owners of 
ferries in North America, are required to 
give up their dues for ferriage, and. to carry 


over the poſt without payment, under 2 
heavy penalty. 


The 


i WT -1 
The act of the fifth of George the Second, 
which prohibits the exportation of hats 
made in the Colonies, even from one Co- 
lony to another : alſo prohibits any per- 
ſons, who have not ſerved an apprentice- 
ſhip to that buſineſs, from making hats 
there even for their own wearing : and alſo, 
reſtrains all makers of hats, from taking 
more than two apprentices at a time, or 
any for leſs than ſeven years, and intire- 
ly prohibits the employing negroes in that 
buſineſs, And the act of the 13th of 
George the Second, which the Colonies 
quote, as having conveyed to them the 
rights and privileges of Engliſhmen, natu- 
ralizes foreigners, who ſhall reſide ſeven 
years in the Colonies, not only in reſpect 
to Great Britain, but in reſpect to the Co- 
lonies alſo; and the naturalization of ſuch 
foreigners by authority of the ſaid act, 
has never been diſputed in the Colonies, 
and they have not only voted in the elec- 
tion of members of the ſeveral Colony aſ- 
ſemblies, but have been elected into thoſe 
aſſemblies and fat therein, in conſequence 

ol and by authority of this act. 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall mention but one act of parlia- 

ment more, as that act will compleat what- 
ever may be wanting (if any thing can in- 
deed be ſuppoſed wanting after the varicty 
1 have quoted) to compleat the evidence 
of the unlimited juriſdiction which parlia- 
ment has always exerciſed over the Co- 
lonies in all caſes whatſoever ; and that is 
the act of the 5th of the late king. which 
* abrogates ſo much of the common law 
e as relates to deſcents of freeholds in 
* America, takes from the ſon the right 
of inheritance in the lands the crown 
* had granted to his father in abſolute fee, 
“ makes them aſſets, and applies them to 
ce the payment of debts and accounts con- 
t tracted by the father, without the par- 
* ticipation of the ſon *. And what gives 
this act a higher air of importance, than 
any other is, that it was paſſed upon the 
petition of the Engliſh merchants trading 
to the Colonies, who complained, that in 
« Virginia and Jamaica, a privilege was 
% claimed to exempt their houſes, lands, 
* andtenements,and their negroes alſo from 


* See the claim of the Colonies examined. 


« being 
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being extended for debt; and ths Lords 


« of Trade repreſented, that the afſemblies 
of thoſe Colonies could never be induced 
eto diveſt themſelves of theſe privileges by 
any act of their own.” What the Colony 
aſſemblies therefore had refuſed to do, par- 
liament of its own authority did. 


Whilſt parliament was thus in every 
rcign, and almoſt in every ſeſſion, exerciſ- 
ivg its ſupreme legiſlative authority over the 
Colonies, the miniſters and ſervants of the 
crown were not wanting on their part, in 
carrying the laws into due execution, or 
in exerting the Prince's juſt authority, for 
preſerving the Colonies in their dependance 
on the king and parliament of Great 
Britain. 


It was not indeed uſual in hoſe ti mes, 
tocall men to the higheſt offices of theſtate, 
who were utterly unacquainted with the 
conſtitution ; or to place at the head of 
the law ſuch as were altogether ignorant of 
the ſtatutes and cuſtoms of the realm. - 
The maxim that the king can do no wrong, 


was not then extended to the conduct of 
| every 
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every miniſter who could ſeize upon the 


_ reins of government, or poſſeſs himſelf of 


the powers of the crown. The great of- 
fices of the ſtate, were then deemed offices 
of reſponſibility, and the ſanctions of par- 
liamentary enquiries and impeachments 
guarded them from prophanation by ar- 
rogant intruders. An houſe of com- 


- mons would then have been ſo far from 


excuſing the blunders of a miniſter, up- 
on his plea of ignorance, that they would 
have conſidered his having dared to exe- 
cute an office, with the duties of which 
he knew himſelf to be unacquainted, as an 
high aggravation of his guilt. No miniſter 
in thoſe times, would have been deſperate 
enough to have inſulted or trifled with an 
houſe of parliament, by neglecting or re- 
fuſing to carry its reſolutions into full 
execution; much leſs to have held a fhicld 
before thoſe who had defied its authority, 
to ſkreen them from its reſentment. The 
terrors of parliamentary cenſures or puniſh- 
ments then made miniſters diligent and 
reſolute, in the diſcharge of their duty, and 
withheld preſumptuous and incapable men 
from venturing to conduct the ſtate. 


The 
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The Prince was therefore well ſerved, his 
councils were wiſe, and his crown ſur- 
rounded with dignity. The nation was re- 
ſpected abroad, the Prince beloved at home, 1 
and parliament reverenced by all the ſfub- 1 
jets of the realm. The ſentiments which 1 | 
the Colonies then entertained for their mo- | 
ther country, and for its laws, were thoſe 
of duty and affection; they claimed their 
protection, and they profeſſed a willing 
obedience to their authority, Nay, they 
not only obeyed acts of parliament, but 
loved them, and held their right to be go- 
verned by them as their chiefeſt privilege, 
and the grand ſource of their happineſs. 1 
We have an uncontrovertible proof, that = 
ſuch were the ſentiments of the inhabitants 1 
of Virginia, in the firſt act paſſed by the aſ- | g 
ſembly of that Colony after the reſtoration. | | 


This act, after reciting the changes of go- 
vernment and unhappy diſturbances during 
the late uſurpation, declares what former 
acts of aſſembly ſhall be and continue in Wo 
force in that Province in future. Profeſ- '8 

| 


fing, that in the collection they have 

made, they have endeavoured in all things 
Aus near as the capacity and conſtitution J 
1 
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* of this country would admit, to adhere 
te to thoſe excellent and often refined L1 ws 
r ENGLAND, to which wr PRoFES 
*® AND ACKNOWLEDGE ALL REVERENCE 
„% AND OBEDIENCE ; and that the laws 
* made by us, are intended by us, but as 
« brief memorials of that which the capa- 
te city of our courts, is utterly incapable to 
* colle& out of its vaſt volumes, though 
© ſometimes perhaps for the difference of 
te our and their condition, varying in ſmall 
te things, but far from the PRESUMPTion 
% of contradicting any thing therein contained.” 


And in another act, in the year 1666, 


they thus expreſs themſelves, © Whereas, 
« for the better conformity of the proceed- 


* ings of the courts in this country, to the 


Laws of England, it appears neceſlary, 
that for the better direction therein, all 
10 the former flatutes at large, and thoſe mad: 
&« fince the beginning of the reign of his mifi 
« ſacred Majeſty, that now is, and ſome other 


*« efteemed books of law, ſhould be pur- 
* chaſed.” MN 


1 


* 


New 
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New England indeed was not equally 
well diſpoſed towards the reſtored King 
of England, as Virginia; and although 
I have not been able to find any acts of 
aſſembly, or corporate records, made in thefe 
early times, in that country, yet I do not 
ſuppoſe, that thoſe which were made, were 
exprefſive of duty to the King, or to the 
then parliament ; for the inhabitants there 
had acknowledged obedience to the Con:- 
mon-wealth parliament, and their religious, 
as well as political tenets, led them to diſ- 
like the newly reſtored conſtitution. Their 
conduct, however, was not unobſerved by 


the King and his Miniſters; and that it. 


might be the more ſtrictly enquired into, 

a commiſſion was diſpatched under the 
ok Seal of England, empowering cer- 
tain commiſſioners, to ſurvey and examine 
the ſtate of the Colonies. And it was upon 
the report of theſe commiſſioners, that the 
ſcire facias, of which J have already taken 
notice, iſſued out of the court of King's 
Bench, againſt the New England charters, 
alledging, among other things, that the 


cor porate aſſemblies had taxed the inhabi- 
fants 
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tants without authority from their charter fo 
to do. 


A tranſaction between the miniſters of 
Great Britain, and the aſſembly of New 
York, which took its riſe in the year 1710, 
likewiſe furniſhes a ſtrong proof of the at- 
tention which the great miniſters, of that 
time, gave to the Colony proceedings ; and 
of their opinion of the right of parliament 
to tax them; and the ſubſequent conduct of 
the aſſembly of New York, is alſo an evi- 
dence of the juſt conceptions they then. had 
of the authority of parliament, and of 
their wiſdom in obviating the neceſſity for 
its interpoſition, by - imfofing | the. tax them- 


ſelves. 


The grants which had been made by that 
aſſembly for ſeveral years before, for the 
ſupport of government, were diſcontinued 
in the year 1710; and upon the repreſen- 
tation of the then governor of that Province, 
of the afſembly's refuſal to renew the 
grant, the Whig Miniſters immediately te- 
ſolved to bring in a bill into parliament, 
for impoſing all the taxes which had been 

diſcon- 
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diſcontinued by the aſſembly, and applying 
the revenue to ariſe from them in the ſame 
manner, and for the ſame purpoſes, as the 
revenue produced by them, when they were 
impoſed by act of aſſembly, had been ap- 
plied. A bill was prepared accordingly, 
and laid before Sir Edward Northey, and 
Sir Robert. Raymond, afterwards Lord Ray- 
mond, for their opinion, and e bill re- 
ceived their approbation, as will appear from 


the following copy of it, underwritten by 
thoſe two great lawyers. 


Cory of a Bill, intituled, An Act far 
granting @ Revenue to Her Majeſty, to ariſe 
within the Province of New York, in A- 
merica, for tbe ſupport of that Government. 


Moſt gracicus Sovereign, 


HE RE A8, by an act mage and 
paſſed i in the ſeſſion of general af- 
ſembly of your Majeſty's Province of New 
York, in America, begun the four and 
twentieth day of October, one thouſand 
lix hundred, ninety and two, intituled, 
An Act for eſtabliſhing a Revenue upon 
* their Majeſties, and for defraying the 
O pub - 
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« publick and neceſſary charges of the 
„ Government,” the ſeveral Rates, Duties, 
Exciſes and Impofitions, upon Merchan- 
dizes, Goods, Furs and Liquors, therein 
mentioned, and herein after particularly ex- 
preſſed, were granted to their ſaid Majeſ- 
ties, from and after the eighteenth day of 
May, One thouſand, ſix hundred, ninety 
and three, for and during the term of two 
years, from thence next, and immediately 
enſuing, for the ſupport of that Govern- 
ment, as therein- mentioned. Which ſaid 
ſeveral Rates, Duties, Exciſes and Impoſi- 
tions, were, by ſeveral other ſubſequent 
acts of General Aſſembly, continued, until 
the eighteenth day of May, One thouſand, 
ſeven hundred and nine, in the manner 
therein-mentioned : And whereas the Ge- 


neral Aſſembly of the ſaid Province, upon 


frequent applications to them for that pur- 
pole made, have lately refuſed to continue 


' the ſaid Rates, Duties, Exciſes and Impoſi- 


tions, for any longer or further time, or to 
grant any other ſubſidies for raiſing a revenue, 


Sufficient for the neceſſary expences of the ſaid 


Government, notwithſtanding four compa- 
nies of ſoldiers, and ſome ſhips of war, 
i have, 
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have, during the preſent war, been main- 
tained at the charge of the crown, for he 
defence and ſecurity of that Province, and the 
trade thereof; We your Majeſty's moſt du- 
tiful and loyal ſubjects, the Commons of 
Great Britain in parliament aſſembled, well 
knowing, that the ſecurity, peace and proſ- 
perity, of the ſaid Province, and the ter- 
ritories depending thereon (being a fron- 
tier to the French ſettlements on the ſaid 
Continent,) do intirely depend on a ſuffi- 
cient ſupport of that Government, and be- 
ing defirous, that a revenue to ariſe and be 
paid in the ſaid Province, de ſettled on your 
Majeſty, ſufficient to defray the neceſſary 
expences of the ſame, and equal to what 
has at any time, heretofore, been enjoyed, 
for that purpoſe, by your Majeſty, or any 
of your royal predeceſſors, have therefore 
freely and unanimouſly reſolved to give, and 
grant unto your Majeſty, your heirs and 
ſucceſſors, for the purpoles aforeſaid, the 
Rates, Duties, Exciſes, Impoſitions, and Sums 
ef Money, herein after-mentioned, and do 
moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that 
it may be enacted, and be it enacted by 
the Queen's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and 
O 2 with 
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with the advice and conſent of the Lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons in 
this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by 
the authority of the ſame, that from and 
after the publication of this Act, in her 
Majeſty's ſaid Province of New Vork, in 
the uſual manner. 


There ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected 
and paid, unto her Majeſty, her heirs and 
ſucceſſors, in the current money of that 
Province, for the purpoſes aforeſaid, the 
Rates, Duties, Exciſes, Impoſitions, and 
Sums of Money herein after-mentioned, in 
manner and form following, that is to ſay. 


The bill then proceeds to enact a duty of 
four-pence per gallon on rum, brandy, and 
all diſtilled liquors imported, to be paid by 
the importer ; a duty of forty ſhillings per 
butt or pipe, on all ſweet wines; forty ſhil- 
lings per hogſhead, on all red wines, &c. 


All goods and merchandizes imported, 
(except ſuch as are herein after- mentioned) 
to pay forty ſhillings for every hundred 


pound value of the prime coſt. 
All 


. 

All goods, wares and merchandize, com- 
monly called Indian goods, imported, to 
pay five pounds for every hundred pounds 
value of the prime coſt, over and above the 
forty ſhillings per hundred pounds value, 


The faid goods and merchandizes to be 
computed at the ſeveral rates and values 
enumerated in the bill. 


A further duty of fix pounds for every 
hundred pounds value of the prime coſt 
upon other goods, commonly called Indian 
goods, | | 


A duty of fix ſhillings laid on every bar- 
tel of gun powder, every hundred pounds 
weight of lead, every gun, and four-pence 
for every gallon of rum, carried up Hud- 


ſon's river. 


A duty of ſix ſhillings on every barrel of 
beer, cyder, Cc. ſold by retail. | 


The owners of all furs, and peltry ex- 
ported, to pay the enumerated duties there- 
on laid. | 


O 3 That 
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That the ſeveral Rates, Duties, &c. here- 

by granted, be levied and paid in ſuch 

manner, as is directed by the act of Agem- 
bly, paſt in 1692. 


That nothing herein contained do ex- 
tend to charge the particular goods herein 
ſpecified, or any other whatſoever, of the 
growth of Her Majeſty's plantations in A- 
merica, imported into the ſaid Province. 


We approve of this draught, 


Ed. Northey. 
Ro. Raymond. 


Mar. 13, 1710-11. 


The fatal change of the miniſtry which 
ſoon after took place, and the expedition 
which was then fitting out againſt Cana- 
da, for the furtherance of which, the Co- 
lonies promiſed great matters, though, as 


Swift ſays, in a paper writ in 1712, it 


« failed partly by the accidents of a ſtorm, 
« and partly by the fubbornneſs and treacbe- 
&« ry of ſome in that Colony, for whoſe relief, 
© and at whoſe entreaty, it was in ſome mea- 


** ſure deſigned ;” yet, on theſe accounts, the 
Bill 
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Bill was delayed for that year. But the af- 

ſembly of that Colony were informed in' 
the next, that if they did not renew their' 
former grants, the Bill would be carried 
into parliament the following ſeſſion. To 
prevent which, the aſſembly, on the 1ſt of 
July, 1713, paſſed an “act for a ſupply to 
be granted to her Majeſty, for ſupport-- 
ing that government for one year;“ and 
on the 6th of July, in the following year, 
continued the ſaid act for one year more. 

In this year they alſo granted the ſum of 
27,0801. for paying the governor, and other 
public creditors, the arrears which were 
then due, from the deficiencies of former 

grants. The ſhortneſs of the term, how- 
ever, for which the ſupply was granted, 

gave offence in England; and the aſſem- 
bly was again threatened with paſſing the 

Bill above recited in parliament, if they 

did not in the next grant prolong the term 
to five years, And this threat being then 
made by the great and able miniſters, who 
conducted the affairs of this country in that 
difficult but happy criſis, the acceſſton of y 
George the Firſt; the aſſembly ventured . 
not to refuſe, but on the 5th of July, 1715, 1 
O 4 paſſed — 


/ [ 192 ] 

paſſed *© an act for a ſupply to be granted 
to his Majeſty, for ſupporting his go- 
*« yernment, in the Province of New York, 
« for the term of five years,” It was to this 
tranſaction J alluded, when I ſelected two 
of the late reſolutions of the New York 
aſſembly, and inſerted them with a view to 
a further confideration of the affertions 
they contained ; and the reader will cer- 
tainly be gentle in his cenfure of thoſe re- 
ſolutions, if he imputes them to that aſ- 
fembly's ignorance of this part of their hiſ- 
tory, which is ſo dire& a contradiction to 
their aſſertion, ©** that from the firſt ſettle- 
* ment of the Colonies, it has been the ſenſe 
* of the government at home, that fuch grants 
* cou!d not be conſtitutionally made by parlia- 
« ment.” 


In the late reign, the aſſembly of Jamai- 
ca thought fit to withhold ſome uſual grants, 
for the ſupport of the government of that 
iſland ; and, upon that occaſion, the miniſ- 
ters deſired the opinion of the then attor- 
ney and ſollicitor general, Sir Clement 
Worge, and the late Lord Hardwicke, whe- 


ther the King, or his privy-council, had 


not 


1 


(oF; 
not a right to levy taxes upon the inhabi- 
tants of that iſland ? To which thoſe two 
great lawyers replied, © That if Jamaica 
« was ſtill to be conſidered as a Conquered * 
« Tfand, the King had ſuch a right, but 
« if it was to be confidered in the ſame 
« light with the other Colonies, no tax could 
« be impoſed on the inhabitants, but by 
« the 5 of the Iland, or by act of 
© Parliament.” 


Many other evidences to the fame 
purpoſe might be produced, and perhaps 
they will, ſome time or other, be laid 
before the public. Thoſe which I have 
communicated, are of ſuch high authority, 
that none of my learned countrymen will 
defire further proofs of the univerſality, and 
legal foundation, of the doctrine; / that 
parliament has a right to tax and bind 
* the Colonies in all caſes whatſoever.” But 
what will perhaps more ſurprize and con- 
vince the generality of my readers, both 
in England and in the Colonies, is a proof 
which I am going to produce, that the 
right of parliament to impoſe taxes in 
the Colonies, was not only admitted in 
the Colonies, but even the exerciſe of it 
deemed 
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deemed neceſſary there ſo late as the year 
1755. | 5th, Os 


' When hoſtilities were commenced in A- 
merica, between the French and the Bri- 
tiſn Colonies, a convention or aſſembly 
was propoſed, and called by authority from 
the King, to conſiſt of committees from 
the ſeveral Provinces, in order to ſettle one 
general plan of operations againſt the com- 
mon enemy, and to raiſe a common fund 
for defraying the expence. I have already 
given ſome extracts from the journal of the 
proceedings of this aſſembly, which met at 
Albany in the year 1755. General Shirly, 
who was then governor of Maſſachuſet's 
Bay, a gentleman not only highly agree- 
able to the people in that Province, but 
much eſteemed in the other Colonies alſo, 
and whoſe knowledge of the ſtate of that 
country was univerſally confided in, pre- 
ſented a plan to theſe committees, among 
other things, propoſing a proportionate aſ- 
ſeſſment on their ſeveral Colonies ; of which 
thoſe committees highly approved ; but the 
difficulty was, © to find a method by which 
* ſuch of the Colonies, as might be un- 
« willing 
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« willing to raiſe their quota, ſhould be 
« compelled to it. No Colony afſembly 
would, nor indeed could, intruſt its. com- 
mittee, with coercive and obligatory autho- 
rity, to tax the inhabitants; much, leſs 
could they, or would they, inveſt the ma- 
jority of an aſſembly, compoſed of com- 
mittees from other Colonies, with ſuch 
powers. General Shirly therefore- propoſ- 
ed, as part of his plan, that application 
ſhould be made to parliament, ta impower the 
committees of the ſeveral Colonies, to tax the 
whole according to their ſeveral proportions, 
And to this the Committees alſo agreed, 
and what will now be thought ſtill more 
extraordinary, is, when this whole plan was 
laid before the aſſembly of New Vork, 
that aſſembly, on the 27th of March, I755, 
reſolved, © That the ſcheme, propoſed by 
„ governor Shirly, for the defence of the 
% Britiſh Colonies in North America, is 
„ well concerted, and that this Colony 
joins therein.“ 


The jealouſy or back wardneſs, however, 
of the other Colonies, prevented this plan 
from being carried into execution; and in 

the 
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the next year that able governor ſaw ſuf. 
Acient reaſon to be convinced, that the ge- 
neral afſembly of committees would not be 
cotne into by all the Colonies, and would 
not anſwer any good putpoſe if it was. He 


therefore altered his plan, and drew up 
that, of which the following is an extract. 


* rſt, * That the proviſion for defraying the 
expence of the troops, &c. ſhould be 
made, by eſtabliſhing a general fund in 
all the Colonies, each Colony to contribute 
towards it in proportion to its abilities.” 


ad, * That the ſeveral aſſemblies within the 
_ Colonies will not agree among —_——_— up- 
on ſuch a TO of 


Idly, « That conſequently i muſt be done 
in England, and that the only effectual way 
of doing it there, will be by an act of par- 
liament, in which I have great reaſon to think 
the people will readily acquieſce, and that the 


ſucceſs of any other method will be doubt- 
ful.” 


4thly, That the proper method of doing 
it by parliament, will be to aſſeſs each Co- 
lony in a ſum certain, proportioned to its 
abilities.“ = <thly, 
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5thly, “That the moſt equal and proper 
rule of computing the reſpeCtive abilities of 
the ſeveral Colonies, is the number of the 
rateable white male polls, and black male 
and female polls, within each government; 
and that the mixing any other rule with 


that, will greatly perplex the execution of 
the ſcheme,” 


6thly, ©. That however, for the general 
ſatisfaction of the people in each Colony, 
it would be aduiſcable to leave it to their 
cheice, to raiſe the ſum afſeſſed upon them 
according to their own diſcretion, whether 
that is done by a /amp duty, exciſe upon 
rum, or any other tax they ſhall judge 
molt for their own eaſe; and on failure of 
their raiſing the ſum in any other wey, that 
then the ſum aſleſſed ſhall be apportioned 
according to the number of the black and 
white polls each taxable perſon is poſſeſſed 
of, and collected by proper officers, who 
ſhall have power given them to do it by 
warrants of diſtreſs upon their ſeveral 
eſtates, or impriſonment of tbeir perſons for 

want of eſtate to be come at.“ 
Thus does it. appear, that too much ho- 
nour 
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nour has been done to Mr. Grenville, in 
imputing to him the origin of an opinion, 
that parliament had a right to impoſe taxes 
in the Colonies, or that a general fund for 
defraying the charge of military ſervices 
there ſhould be raiſed by act of parliament, 

in default of the Colonies raiſing it by their 
own aſſemblies. The one opinion is as an- 
tient as the Colonies, and the other was 
the reſult of the joint deliberations of the 
committees from almoſt all the Colonies. 
This might be made ſtill more evident, 
were the preſent a proper time to go more 
into particulars, or to publiſh American 
correſpondence. But it is plain, that the 
tranſaction reſpecting New-York, which 
has been ſo fully ſtated, afforded the prece- 
dent, by which his meaſure of the ſtamp 
act was chiefly directed, 


In the year 1764, the Colonies were 
made acquainted through their agents, 
that a revenue would be required from 
them, towards defraying the charge of 
the troops kept up among them, and 
to give this intimation the more effica- 
cy, a reſolution was propounded to, and 


adopted by the houſe of commons, that for 
the 


— 
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the purpoſe of raifing ſuch a general revenue, 
a ſtamp duty might be neceſſary. 


The Colonies by this, ſaw that govern- 
ment was in earneſt, and they could not 
doubt of the intimation given them from 
the king's miniſters ; that if they did not 
make grants in their own aſſemblies, par- 
liament would do it for them. Mr. Gren- 
ville, indeed, went ſo far as to deſire the 
agents to acquaint the Colonies, that if they 
could not agree among themſelves, upon 
raiſing a revenue by their own afſemblies, 
yet if they all or any of them diſliked ſtamp 
duties, and would propoſe any other ſort of 
tax which would carry the appearance of 
equal efficacy, he would adopt it. But he 

warmly recommended to them the making 
grants by their own afſemblies, as the moſt 
expedient method for themſelves on ſeveral 
accounts. The iſſue of this buſineſs is well 
known, The Colonies univerſally refuſed 
to raiſe a fund among themſelves, for thoſe 
who ſcemed inclined to do ſo, made no offer 
of any ſpecific ſum, nor made any grant in 
their aſſemblies, nor laid any tax for the 
purpoſe. They did not imitate the more 
prudent 
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prudent conduct of the New-York aſſem- 
bly, in the year 1715, and parliament there. 
fore did in 1765, what parliament would 
have done in that year, if the like refuſal 
had b made. 


1 ſhall here ſtop myreſearches into the po- 
litical hiſtory of the Colonies, and of the 


and miniſtry towards them. And let me 
now. aſk the advocates for their indepen- 
dency, upon which period of this hiſtory 
it is, that they would fix, as the epocha of 
the Colonies emancipation from the ſove- 
reign authority of the ſupreme legiſlature 
of the realm, or where will they carry us 
for thoſe pretended rights and privileges 
which exempt them from its juriſdiction ? 
We have ſought for them in the ſtatute 
books, but we found them not; we have 
looked for them in the conduct of a long 
ſeries of miniſters ; and in the opinions of 
the truly learned and great lawyers, that 
were of council to our kings, in the paſt 
ages, and lo, they are not there. Where 
then ſhall we hope to meet with them? In 

Extras 


11 
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extravagant declamations and unfounded ar. 
guments. In the weak artifices of party, 
and in the ſtudied miſrepreſentations of 
deſigning and intereſted men. * 
And, ** are theſe thy gods, O Tfrael?” 
Was it by ſuch miſerable ſophiſtry, and 


unintelligible jargon, that you my fellows 
ſubjects in the Colonies, have been de- 
luded into the abſurd and vain attempt 


of exchanging the mild and equal govern- 
ment of the laws of England, for preroga- 
tive mandates : of ſeeking to inlarge your 
liberties, by disfranchiſing yourſelves of the 
rights of Britiſh ſubjects. Where would 
your madneſs carry you ? or at what point 
will your frenzy ſuffer you to ſtop ? Will 
you renounce your claim to the title and 


privileges of Engliſhmen, and cut your- 


{elves off from the protection and benefits 
peculiar to the ſubjects of the Britiſh ſtate ? 


Will you relinquiſh the fiſhery, and reſtore | 


it to the inhabitants of the deſerted weſtern 


coaſts of England? Will you expoſe your 


trading ſhips to the depredations of the 
Barbary Corſairs, or ſubje& your products 
to the heavy and prohibitory impoſitions of 
rapacious miniſters in foreign countries? 


P Will 


« * 
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Will you exclude your ſhips from Britiſh 
ports, and throw away the lucrative employ- 
ment of tranſporting Britiſh merchandiſe, to 
the revival of. the expiring Engliſh trade 
of ſhip-building? Will you ſubject your- 
ſelves to the aliens duties on all your pro- 
ducts imported into Great Britain, and de- 
prive yourſelves of the moſt - advantageous 
market in Europe for the ſale of your com- 
modities, and from which you draw ſo large 
a balance, with which to improve your 
lands, build your houſes, and purchaſe 
ſlaves? * Will you debar yourſelves of that 
unbounded credit, which the generous ſpe- 
rited merchants of England have given you, 
even to the amount of. double your whole 
capital, and by the uſe of which you have 
arrived at your preſent opulent condition, 
inſomuch, that inſtead of your arrogant 
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* It is one of the impudent artifices of the Colony advo- 
cates, to endeavour to perſuade the people of England, 
that * get all the people in the Colonies can ſcrape to- 
gether by their labour and traffic with all the world, and 
that it all goes in payment of the balance due from the Co- 
lonies to Freak Britain, Whereas the truth is, that Great 
Britain imports to a much greater amount from the Colo 
1 nies, than ſhe exports to them, and the balance in favour 
43 | of the Colonies, in their trade with her, is that on which 
"nh moſt of them live and raiſe their fortunes. ; 
. | The exports to the Colonies in 1765, and 1766, and im- 
„ ports from them in thoſe years ſtand thus : | 
4 il | In 1705 Imports 3,549,070 Ex. 3,334,980 Bal. 2 * 

'H 176 230.987.675 3,320, 954 666,721 


— 1m. 
4 N f Balance in favour of the Colonies in thoſe two years 820,81! 
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lonies, it may hy be ſaid, that the Colo- 
nies have ſprung from the Royal Exchange 
of London ? If you be content to carry your 
paracidial deſigns at the hazard of theſe 
conſequences to yourſefves, be at leaſt ſo 
candid and grateful to your mother country, 
as to declare yourſelves in plain terms in- 
dependent of her, that her friends may in 
time provide for her ſafety, and make uſe 
of the preſent interval of war, to cicatriſe 
her amputated body, Or if you do not 
mean to puſh matters to this extremity, if 
regard for your own intereſt ſhall make you 
ſtill ſeek a union with her; be ſo fair as to 


ſay upon what terms you mean to live with 


her? Do you mean to ſhare in all the bene- 


fits of her people, and to beat none of their 


burdens? Is ſhe to pay all and you to enjoy 
al? Are your lands to be cultivated, be- 
cauſe their products are untaxed, and her's 
to lie deſerted from the exceſſive weight of 
taxes upon every ſpecies of vegitation ? Are 
your manufactures to rival her's in every 
market, from your manufacturers being ex- 
empt from taxes, whilſt Britiſh manufac- 
turers pay taxes upon every thing they con- 
ume? Is Britain to.impoveriſh her people, 


by ſubſiſting a vaſt military force at her ſole 


expence, to guard the ſeas for your ſhips to 
pals thereon in ſafety? Is ſhe to take every 


meaſure to compel her people to deſert her, 


nd ſeek an aſſylum from taxes in your hap- 
1 Pier 


boaſt, that London has riſen out of the Co- 
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pier climates, and thus raiſe your empire 
on the ruin of her own ? Surely you will 
not be fo unreaſonable, to expect theſe 
things at her hands? Say then, what is it 
you propoſe ? Which of her laws are to 
be abrogated, or muſt ſhe cancel them all? 
Will you acknowledge the authority of her 
legiſlature in any inſtance? Or will you allow 
her to be your ſovereign in nothing? Do 
not trifie with her, by ſtarting one objec- 
tion after another, till you prevail on her 
to whittle down her authority, ſo that it 
ſhall become neither of uſe to herſelf or 
vou; but tell her what it is you are willing 
to /uffer ber to retain, as well as what it iô 
vou cbocſe ſhe ſhould grve up? Name but 
the thing you will agree to, and you may 
then hope to find attention to your com- 
plaints? But do not flatter yourſelves, that 
ſhe is yet ſo deſpicable as to be terrified by 
your threats, or fo ignorant of your affairs, 
as to imagine you can carry them into exc- 
cution. There is a ſpirit riſing in this 
country, which will make you to know its 
ſtrength and your own weakneſs, that 
will convince you of its authority and d 
your dependence. | 
I have honeſtly endeavoured to call you 
back to your duty, by ſhewing you the 
weakneſs of the ground you ſtand upon, and 
the fatal conſequences which hang over you 


% 
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If you do not avail yourſelves of the in- 
formation I have given you, perhaps the 
people of England may be led by it to 
conceive more juſtly of their Rights, and 
of your Intentions, than they have hitherto 
done; and may compel you to ſubmit, if 
they unhappily find no argument, but 
force can induce you to obey. It is time 
indeed for my countrymen to beſtir them- 
ſelves, and to vindicate the honour of 
the ſtate, and the rights of its legiſlature 
—for will not poſterity learn with amaze- 
ment, that the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain, in the firſt parliament of George the 
Third, with this cloud of evidence before 
their eyes, ſeemed to doubt of the autho- 
rity of the legiſlature to bind the Colonies, 
and left it to their ſucceſſors to carry into 
execution thoſe rights of parliament, which 
they had ſcarcely ſufficient courageto declare. 


They will indeed find two proteſts in the 


Lords Journals, which will ſhew them, that 
there were then men in parliament who had 
ability to diſcern, and firmneſs to aſſert 
their own, and the people of England's 
rights, at that diſgraceful zra. But the hiſ- 
tory of thoſe times will inform them, how- 
ever unwillingly the feelings. of the hiſto- 
rian may ſuffer him to record the diſhonour 
of his country, that thoſe great ſtateſmen 
were not then the ſervants of the crown, 
and that thoſe tu whom the King had in- 
truſted his miniſtry, were directed, in their 
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meaſures, by the very men who had fo- 
mented and countenanced, by their public 
and private writings and diſcourſes, reſiſ- 
tance in the Colonies to acts of parliament. 
They will be told, perhaps, how truly po- 
ſterity muſt judge, that the majority of that 
Houle of Commons were the followers of 
every miniſter, and the tools of every fac- 
tion, that could poſſeſs themſelves of the 
power to diſpenſe places and penſions among 
their dependants ; that they were reproach- 
ed with their ſervility, even by thoſe whom 
they molt meanly flattered. They will hear, 
that the lawful authority of the fovereign, 
had been debaſed and inſulted by the ſworn 
ſervants of the crown, whoſe. immediate 
duty it was to ſupport it. If they can give 
credit to ſuch repreſentations, they will 
ceaſe to be aſtoniſhed at the repeal of alaw 
by the ſame parliament, which enacted it 
for no better a reaſon, than that the Colo- 
nies declared they would not obey it. But 
they will gladly turn from theſe gloomy re- 


dom and vigor of the new Houſe of Com- 
mons, which they will be told, was freely 
choſen by the people in 1768. They will 
flatter themſelves, that that Houſe of Com- 
mons eagerly ſeized the firſt fit occaſion for 
vindicating its honour, and reſtoring the 
ſinking dignity of parliament to its former 
luſtre. They will hope to find thoſe who 
had been miſled by the artful miſtepre- 
| ſentations 


1. 7 3 


ſentations of the Colony advocates, making 
haſte to repair to their country the cruel in- 
juries they had done her. They will expect 
to ſee a well conſidered plan propoſed, for 
healing the unhappy breach between Great 
Britain and her Colonies, and that ſuch tem- 
perate and effectual meaſures were adopt- 
ed, and ſo firmly purſued, that before the 
revolt became general, and giſcrimination 
impoſſible, the maſs of the people were re- 
ſtrained from rebellion, by the wiſdom and 
ſpirit of their councils. They will perſuade 
eie that the people of England, and 
the trading part eſpecially, whoſe property 
and commercial intereſts ſo much depend upon 
the power of parliament to bind the Colomes, 
ſet aſide every ſmaller conſideration, and pri- 
vate concern, and united as one man in 
ſupport of their common rights, and in the 
furtherance of meaſures for bringing back 
the Colonies to their duty. 
' The journals of parliament in the preſent 
ſeſſion will ſhew how well founded were 
their hopes. 
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APPENDIX. 


Extratls from the JOURNALS of the 
Houssz of CoMMoNs. 


12 James the Firſt, Anno 1 614. 
Tous 12 May. 


HE company for Virginia prefer 

a petition, which read, and Mon- 

ed for the counſel for the company of 
Virginia in this houſe. 


17 May, Mr. Martin, of counſel with - 


the company, cometh in before the lords. 
Mr. Martin's ſpeech. --Queen Elizabeth, 
of ever-grawing memory, compared by 
the king to Auguſtus, that ſhe, lady of 
the ſeas, whole fleets ſtopping. The 
red croſs in one of her ſhips; the diſ- 


a covery, 


. 
wad — — 


day Nine of the Clock appoint- 


AP: P BN-D 1 X. 


covery, by her ſubjects, of all the ſeas 
about- the world. Amadis, and after 
Whyte, employed by Sir W. Raleigh 
in thoſe diſcoveries—He termed a ſub- 
ject of envy in his greatneſs, now a mir- 
ror of the vanity of all earthly things. 

The plantation begun 1606—Reli- 
gion—Captain Newport, Sir Thomas 
Gates— Virginia a bridle for the Neapoli- 
tan courſer, if our youth of England able 
to ſit him; for which they will give 
them golden ſpurs. 

L. Delawar—That now a ſettled plan- 
tation—All things neceſſary for food 
That this conqueſt juſt The Spaniards 
courſe in the Indies Don John D'Aqui- 
la in Ireland Our uſage of the Indies 
ſo merciful and reſpective, that this coun- 
try never yet felt the yoke of the plow— 
Objection, That if this undertaken by 
this houſe and king, this might prove to 
a war, —Anſwer, That this no juſt 
cauſe of offence The name given by 
the queen.—The Spaniards defend the 
Weſt Indies, the Portugueſe the Eaſt, 
the French the river of... , the Hol- 


landers 


AN EFEL. it. 
landers the forts in the Molucco 
That the Spaniard, by our forces, drawn 
to that extremity, that they would 
That this city hath not three armorers— 
This time of relief for the king---That 
they require is but a few honeſt labourers 
burthened with children Moveth a com- 
mittee may conſider of the means for this 
for ſeven years, at which ſome of their 
company may be preſent---Columbus 
his offer to Henry VII. neglected be- 
cauſe no preſent profit- That this 
country giveth hope of all thoſe commo- 
dities which a ſouthern country can pro- 
miſe. ny | 

Sir Roger Owen moveth, That the 
treaſurer of Vitginia, and thoſe that be 
of that company, ſhall withdraw-them=--+ 
ſelves till the matter be debated---Mr. 
Brooke contra, For if a bill here. that 
concerneth Yorke, he not to be with- 
drawn, for that it concerneth the common 
wealth, Sir Edward Montagu, That 
the ſpeech of Mr. Martin the moſt un- 
fitting that ever was ſpoken in this houſe. 
dir Edward Hobby thinketh it fit he 


a 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be called to the bar for his 
ſpeech, wherein he hath taxed the laſt 
parliament. Several other members to 
the ſame purpoſe. Sir Edward Hobby, 
That the treaty of the king's re/ief may 
precede that of Virgimg---Sir George 
| Moore, That an extraordinary favour to 
admit counſel here upon a petition--- 
That the ſpeech ſtrange, &c. 

Ordered, He- ſhall come to the bar 
to-morrow, ftanding---Mr. Speaker to 
charge him; he to make his ſubmiſſion. 


Jovanar, 6 February, 18 Fames, 
I 620. 


Sir Samuel Sands ſheweth the cauſe. 
of Sir Edward Sands's abſence---Hig bu- 
-fineſs. about the Virginia buſineſs. A 
patent now drawing about it---Defireth 
to excuſe him till that buſineſs over. 
Sir Edward Gyles---Yirginga not. 14 
deep hum from England---The Serjeant to 
be ſent for all members now in town, as 
well lawyers as others. 


JoURNAL 
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| JourNar, 19 James, 1621. 

17 April. Sir Edward Sands deliver- 
ed from the ſub-committee to the grand- 
committee, five heads of the decay of 
trade dly, The importation of Spa- 
niſh tobacco, for which 60,0007. paid 
yearly, and 60, ooo J. loſs in commodity. 
80 as loſs of importing 120, ooo J. per 
Ann. of bullion; and reſolved 100;000/. 
yearly at leaſt---The remedy---To ſup- 
ply tobacco out of "I and the Sum- 
mer Iſlands, and to prohibit all other 
tobacco: that reſolved, this prohibition 
might be without breach of treaty--- 
That as great difficulty at firſt to plant 
tobacco whence now cometh, as in Vir- 
ginia, 

18 April. Sir William Stroude, To 
baniſh tobacco generally, and to allow 
Virginia à certain time for it. 

Mr. Cary---To baniſh tobacco gene- 
rally, and help Virginia by ſome other 


means. 


Mr. Sollicitor---loveth England þet- 
ter than Virginia---A great hurt to 4/ 
a 3 the 
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the flate of our kingdom. To contribute 


rather to Virginia otherwiſe. 

Sir Edward Sackvile---Not to baniſh 
all till order for ſipply of Virginia, elfe 
all the people there undone. 

Mr. Ferror---Fit to baniſh all, ye: 
no 4000 Engliſh there who Laue no 
means as yet to live on. 

Sir Harry - Poole--- Againſt al in ge- 
neral. To pull it up by the roots. To 
" help Virginia otherwiſe. © 

Sir Joſeph Jephſon beeilen The 


vi 


Virginia company never heard - Wine 


and drink hurt many, yet t to: nr con it 
will kill here. 

- "oe; Smyth-=-Hath his intereſt in Vir- 
ginia and Summer Iſlands- -The com- 
pany reſtraineth it by all means it can. 
To give it ſome time, elſe we overthrow 
the plantation Summer Iſlands and Vir- 

ginia holden of Eaſt Greenwich, 
23 April 1624. A petition read from 
two captains, Planters in Virginu, 
Raphe Hamor, William Tucker. 
Sir Edward Peyton---That he report- 
ed this buſineſs to the grand committee ; 
but 


A PP E ND IX. wv 
but Sir Edward Coke, i in his report, for- 
got it. 

Sir Edward Sands---The pretence of 
this patent (for tobacco) the ſtop of the 
great abuſe of tobacco---That the pa- 
tentees promiſed the king to do nothing 
to the prejudice of the plantation of Vir- 
ginia- het now labour utterly to over- 
throw it That the tobacco of Virginia 
now almoſt as good as Spaniſh, and, 
within a year, will be as good -The 
proclamation for, the forferture range, 
being without warning, and forfeited at 
the firſt ſhipping in Virginia. 


-JouRNAL, 25 Abril, 1621. 

An act for the free liberty of fiſhing, 
« and fiſhing voyages, to be made and 
«« performed on the ſea coaſts and places 
*« of Newfoundland, Virginia, and New- 
„England and other coaſts and of 
America.“ 

Sir Edward Sands That ide have 
gotten from the king, a grant of the 
land in Virginia — Two colonies firſt 
in Virginia: Northern and South- 
ward. The laſt hath proceeded with | 


a 4 100,000 J. 
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co, ooo J. charge, the Northern not. 


Now defired to proceed Which called now 
New England. That this fiſhing twice a 


year far better than that of Newfound- 
land—That the Northern colony have 
got a ſole fiſhing there &c. the company 
of Virginia, The king acquainted with 
it, ſtayed the delivery of the patent. 
That the colony of Virginia (i. e. the 
Southern) deſireth no approbation of this 
fiſhing to them. This will bring in 
100,000 J. per ann. hither in coin. The 
Engliſh, as yet, little frequent this, in 
reſpect of this prohibition, but the 
Dutch and French, moveth therefore, 
a free liberty for all the king's ſubjefts for 
Hung there—That the taking of timber und 
wood no prejudice to the colony The 
Northern colony of Virginia, viz. New 
England now prohubiteth timber and word 
where nothing worth, and tale away the 
ſalt the merchants leave there. 

Mr. Secretary—Doubteth the ſub- 
committee hath not heard the other part 
—Doubteth the fiſhermen the hinderers 
of the plantation That they burn great 


Aore 
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flore of wood, and choak the havens— 
Never - will flrain the king's prerogative 
againſt the good of the commonwealth— 
Not fit to make any laws here for thoſe coun- 
tries which not as yet annexed to the 


CLOWN. 


Mr. Neale—300 ſhips at leaſt gone to 
Newfoundland this year out of theſe 
parts—That this complained of hereto- 
fore to the lords of the council—London 
engroſſeth all trades and places That the 
patentees for this Northern plantation, 
intended the public good—Intend their 
private, which hurt to the common- 
wealth. 

2d. Edward VI. Free liberty for all 


the ſubjects to go to Newfoundland for 


fiſh. Now make men compound far 
places—Take away their ſalt The ad- 
miral taxed an hogſhead of train oil upon 
every maſter of ſhip that appeared not 
at his court—That the lords of the 


council gave an order againſt this, 


which theſe planters have diſobeyed— 
Exacted great ſums and ſhot off ordnance 
"_— the kings ſubjects —That London 


merchants, 
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merchants, by reſtraining trade and in- 
ping upon trade, undo all trade. 

Mr. Guy.—If this honſe have jurif- 
diftron to medile with this bill, would con- 
ſent to the proceeding thereof. — That there 
are divers patents e engaged for the 
plaritation of N ewfoundland—T hat the 
king hath already done by his great ſeal as 
-much as can be done here by this aft. 

Mr. Brooke. THAT WE MAY 
MAKE LAWS HERE FOR VIRGINIA, for 

if the hing give conſent to this bill paſſed 
here and by the lords, THis WILL CON- 
TROVE THE PATENT. The caſe divers 
for Gaſcoigne &c. which principalities 
of themſelves — To commit. 
Sir Edward Sands—That Virginia holden 
of the manor of Eaft Greenwich. + 
Committed to Sir Edward Sands, &c. 


JourRnaL, 24 May 1624. 
Mr. Earl reported the bill of fiſhing 
upon the coaſt of America. 

Mr. Guy.—That this bill pretendeth, 
but in truth taketh away, freedom of 
fiſhing from thoſe which planted in the 

Newfoundland 
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Newfoundland. Moveth, Theſe which 
planted there may have one place If this 
be denied, _ overthrow the — 
tron; 7 ' 

Mr. de Germ. 

Mr. Secretary. — That this ' bill not 
proper for this houſe, becauſe INE 
America. 

Mr. Delbridge.—Not to have: the 
plantation there hinder the free: trade of 
Jiſhing from this kingdom. 

Sir Edward Sands. — That fic late 
grants by miſinformation gotten;whereby 
our nation hindered from that freedom 
of fiſhing which other nations enjoy. 

Sir Edward Gyles.—Againſt the re- 
committing this bill, compareth it with 
the beſt bill, of _ houſe —Ez+ 
groſſetur. 


' * » JOURNAL, 1 December, 1624. 


Read the third time. An act for 
the freer liberty of fiſhing and fiſhing 
voyages to be made and performed in 
*« the ſea coaſts and places of Newfound- 
ff land, Virginia, New-England and 

« other 
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* other the ſea coaſts and parts of Ame- 


0 rica.” 


Mr. Guy. That this bill taketh away 
trade of fiſhing from thoſe which are 


inhabitants of Newfoundland. Tender- 


eth a proviſo, Mr. Neale - Againſt 


this proviſo That the choice of the 
firſt place in every harbour which deſired 
by it reſtraineth all liberty of free fiſhing 
13 Eliz. a ſtatute to encourage them. 
Another 23 Eliz. Another 1 James for 
fiſhermen here—That they may take the 


fr fs place now if they can get it ; but the 


thing defired is a choice place in every 
harbour, and not only for themſelves 
but for their company. 
Mr. Secretary, contra. +— That ela- 
tatlons fit to be cheriſhed, which over- 
thrown by this bill without the proviſo 
— That this bill giveth priority of the 
ſtage to thoſe that come, and na put 
out - theſe which plant and inhabit there 
= Doubteth wr? out hrs prove the bill 
will never paſs the royal aſſent. 
Dr. Gooch.—Againſt the bill be- 
cauſe. that, againſt the plantation. 
Sir 
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Sir Edward Gyles. To conſider whe» 
ther the fiflung or plantation * beneficial 
to the commonavealth. 

Mr. Shenvell againſt the provifa. Sa 
Mr. Glanville—T ke trade of fiſhing te be 
regarded before. the. plantation; we in poſ- 
an. brought in by the fiſhing, nothing 
but vidual carried aut That the prece- 
denge here required may make a mangre 
poly. for they may take in ſo mam into their 
compeny, and ſo by this proxiſo ſball have 
the priority of places, that the reſt will 
be in effect debarred. 

Upon queſtion the proviſo rejected 
The bill upon queſtion paſſed, | 


JournaAL, 17 March, 1624. 


Sir Edward Coke reported from the 
committee for grievause. Have con-; 
demned_ one, viz. Sir F. Gorge his patent 
for a plantation in New England — Their 
counſel heard the exceptions being firſt 
delivered them Reſolved by conſent 
The. charter dated 3 Nov. 18th James 
16 br That the clauſe in the patent, 


that 
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that no fubjef of England ſhall vift the 
coaſt upon pain of forfeiture of ſhip and 
goods---The patentees have yielded Eng- 
liſh fiſhermen ſhall viſit, and will not 
interrupt any fiſherman” to fiſh there, 
For he no new diſcoverer ; fiſhermen of 
this and other nations having fiſhed there 
before his patent. Drying of nets, ſalt- 
ing of their fiſh, &c. incident to their 
fiſhing. Whereunto he alſo agreed--- 
After he was gone After debate over- 
ruled, the fiſhermen might take timber for 
repair of their ſhips: firſt, quia, incident 
---2dly, Taken fo before his patent--- 
zdly, Fiſhermen never take any timber 
with them -Athly, Bring in great ftore 
of money for their fiſh Reſolved, 
Engliſh fiſhermen a have fiſhing, 
with all incidents of drying fiſh, nets, 
timber, &c.---Secondly, That the clauſe. 
of forfeiture being only by. patent, and not 
by att of parliament, voip. 

Reſolved upon queſtion, That the Jouſ 
thinketh fit the fiſhermen of England 
ſhall have vg cakes with all the in- 
| cidents 
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cidents neceſſary of drying nets, and 
lalting and packing. 9 5 

Upon the ſecond queſtion- In the 
opinion of this houſe, una voce, the 
clauſe of confiſcation vid, and * 
lam. 

Upon the ird queſtion---In the opi- | 
nion of this houſe, the fiſhermen of Eng- 
land may rale neceſſary. wood and timber 


for their ſhips and boats uſe of _—_ 
there. 


Jou RN AL, 26 April 1624. 

A Petition for Virginia read. | 

Sir Robert Phillipes—To reſpite the 
debate of this petition ' at this time— 
Moveth Thurſday next 70 hear them. 

Sir R. Phillipes, &c. and all that will 
come, to have voices; only thoſe of the 
company to be preſent to inform, but 
to have no voice Wedneſday next in 
the afternoon, at Two o'clock, in the 
Star-Chamber. Counſel on both ſicles, 
if deſired. 

3d May, 1624. The debate concern- 
ing the fiſhing in New England renewed. | 

Sir 
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Sir William Earl---for the planters, 
who more beneficial to the commonwealt/; 
than the fiſhers A proviſo in parch- 
ment tendered to this bill, which read. 

Sir Edward Coke---Sir F. Gorge his 
patent condemned, for the clauſe that 
none ſhould viſit with fiſhing upon the 
' ſea-coaſt; This to make a monopoly 
upon the ſea, which wont to be free 
A monopoly attempted of the wind and 
the ſun, by the ſole packing and drying 
of fiſh. 

Mr. Secretary---That free fiſhing 
prayed by this bill overthroweth all 
plantations in theſe countries. That li- 
berty by this b to cut down wood within 
one quarter of a mile of a diwellmg-twuſe ; 
which exceeding prejudicial to the plant- 
ers---So for Newfoundland. 

Mr. Glanville---The firſt ſtage worth 
ten of the reſt---The proviſion for tim- 
ber in Newfoundland omitted, becauſe 
that an iſland having no rivers---But 
New-England hath divers rivers into it. 
Both proviſos upon queſtion rejected. 
The 
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The bill upon queſtion paſſed. 

26 April, 1624. Mr. Jerar delivered 
in a petition from the treaſurer, council, 
and company of 33 
mitted. 

29 April, 1624. Mr. Wende; — 
This morning he received a letter from 
his Majeſty concerning a petition exhi- 
bited to this houſe about the Virgina bu- 
ſineſs——read. 


JouRNAL, Firſt Seffion of Charles the 
Fir, 14 February, 1625. 

« An Act for maintenance of and in- 
e creaſe of ſhipping and navigation, and 
« for the freer liberty of fiſhing and fiſn- 
ing voyages to be made and performed 
ein and upon the ſea coaſts and places 
« of Newfoundland, Virginia, New Eng- 
„land, and other the ſea coaſts and 
parts of America”—read the firſt time. 

28 February, 1625. Read the ſecond 
time and committed. 

4 March, 1625. Reported and order- 
ed to be ingroſſed. 


b 24 May, 


wu 
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24 May, 1625. Mr. Whitby report- 
ed the grievances. —3dly. That the ſub- 
je& may have liberty of free fiſhing in 
the parts of America, with the incidents 
of timber, &c. which being reſtrain- 
ed in the king's anſwer, to deſire it 
may be enlarged, and the reſtraint to be 
preſented as a grievance. 

17 April, 1628: * An Act for the 
* maintenance and increaſe of ſhipping 
© and navigation, &c.” Read the ſe- 
cond time and committed. 

23 April, Mr. Glanville reporteth the 
bill concerning freedom of fiſhing in the 
parts of America, without any amend- 

ments, 

Upon queſtion to be re-committed, 
and lord Baltimore to be heard by his 
council. 

16 May, The ſaid bill read the third 
time, and paſſed — and ſent up to the 
lords with ſeven others, the 26th May. 

4 June, 1628. A petition from the 
Planters in the Summer Ilands—referred 
to a committee. 
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Sans 0. 


Trade with the BARBA PDA's, VIIAGI-· 
NIA, BERMUDA Ss and ANTEGO, 
protubited. | 


LL 7 HEREAS in Virginia, and in 
the iſlands of Barbada's, Antego, 


St. Chriſtopher's, Mevias, Mountfirat, 


Bermuda's, and divers other iſlands and 
places in America, there hath been and 
are colonies and plantations, which were 
planted at the coſt, and ſettled by the 
people, and by authority of. this nation, 
which are and ought to be ſubordinate 
to, and dependant upon, England ; and 
hath ever ſince the planting thereof 
been, and ought to be, ſubje& to ſuch 
laws, orders, and regulations, as are 
or ſhall be made by the parliament of 
England. And whereas divers acts 
of rebellion have been committed by 
many perſons inhabiting in Barba- 
da's, Antego, Bermuda's, and Virginia, 
whereby they have moſt traiterouſly, by 

b 2 force 
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force and ſubtilty, uſurped a power of 
government, . and ſeized the eſtates of 
many well- affected perſons into their 


hands, and baniſhed others, and have 


ſet up themſelves in oppoſition to, and 
diſtant from, this ſtate and common- 
wealth; many of the chief actors in, and 
promoters of, theſe rebellions, having 
been tranſported and carried over to the 
faid plantations in foreign ſhips, without 


leave, licence or conſent of the parlia- 


ment of England; the parliament of 
England taking the premiſes into con- 
ſideration, and finding themſelves obliged 
to uſe all ſpeedy, lawful and juſt means 
for the ſuppreſſion of the ſaid rebellion 
in the plantations, and reducing the ſame 
to fidelity and due obedience, ſo as all 
peaceable and well- affected people, who 
have been robbed, ſpoiled, impriſoned 
or baniſhed through the ſaid treaſonable 
practices, may be reſtored to the freedom 
of their perſons, and poſſeſſion of their 
own lands and goods, and due puniſh- 
ment inflicted upon the delinquents, do 

| declare 
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declare all and every the ſaid perſons in 


Barbada's, Antego, Bermuda's and. Vir- 
ginia, that have contrived, abetted, aid- 


ed or aſſiſted thoſe horrid rebellions, or 


have ſince willingly joined with them, 
to be notorious robbers and traitors, and: 
ſuch as by the law of nations are not to 
be permitted any manner of commerce 
or traffic with any people whatſoever ; 
and do forbid to all manner of perſons, 
foreigners and others, all manner of 


commerce, traffic and confederacy what- 


ſoever, to be uſed or held with the ſaid 
rebels of Barbada's, Antego, Bermuda's 
and Virginia, or either of them. 

And be it enacted in this preſent par- 
liament, and by the authority of the 
fame, That after due publication of this 
act made, to the end that none may 
juſtly pretend ignorance, it ſhall and 
may be lawful for any of the fleet or 
ſhips ſent forth or employed by the par- 
liament, or any private men of war or 
ſhips, to be allowed or approved in that 
behalf by the immediate power of par- 

bz liament, 
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hament, or the council of ſtate eſta- 
bliſhed by parliament, to ſeize, ſurprize 
and take all and all manner of ſhips, 
veſſels and goods, of what nature or kind 
ſoever, belonging to all perſons whatever, 
whether foreigners or others, or of what 
nation ſoever, that ſhall be found or met 
withal trading or going to trade, or com- 
ing from trading with the ſaid rebels, 
or in or at the ſaid iſland of Barbada's, 
Bermuda's, Virginia or Antego afore- 
faid, or any part or parts thereof, or 


that ſhall hold any correſpondency with 


the ſaid rebels, or yield them any aſſiſt- 


ance or relief for the ſupporting the ſaid 


rebellion : and the ſame ſhips and goods 
fo ſurprized, to ſend in to be proceeded 
againſt in the court of admiralty by 
virtue of this act; and the judges of that 
court finding the ſame to be within the 


the tenor and true meaning of this act, 
to adjudge the ſame to be well taken, 


and to be good and lawful prize. 

And for the better information of the 
ſaid court, and to the end the proceed- 
ings therein may be acted and done ac- 

cording 
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cording to. the rules of law and juſtice, 
and that nothing irregular may therein, 


or by the takers, be acted or committed, 


be it further enacted, That none of the 
goods nor tackle, apparel or furniture of 
the ſaid ſhips ſo to be ſurprized by. vir- 


tue of this act, ſhall be embezzeled or 


purloined, but ſhall be preſerved ſafe and 
intire till judgment be firſt given in the 


ſaid court of admiralty, or other order or 
decree there made thereupon : and that 
all the commiſſions, conſignments, bills 


of lading, cocquets, letters, and all other 
inſtruments and writings whatſoever, 
that ſhall be found on board the ſaid 
ſhips and veſſels, ſhall be duly ſent up to 
the ſaid court of admiralty : and that 
alſo two or three of the officers or prin- 
cipal perſons of, or found in, every ſuch 
| ſhip or veſſel, ſhall be duly ſent up to 
the ſaid court of admiralty : and that alſo 
two or three of the officers or principal 


perſons of, or found in, every ſuch ſhip 
or veſſel, ſhall either be brought up to 
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be examined upon oath in the ſaid court, 
as well touching the ſaid writings found 
in the ſaid ſhip, and the proprietors, 
owners and maſters of the ſame ſhips, 
and the-goods therein, and the places 
from whence they come, and to 
whom conſigned, and whether bound, 


and ſuch other queſtions and interroga- 


tories as in each particular caſe ſhall be 
found meet; or otherwiſe, if they can- 
not with conveniency be ſent up, that 
then they be ſo examined duly up- 
on oath, before the chief officer of ſome 
port in England, or the next juſtice 
of the peace, concerning the premiſes 
before recited ; and their examinations, 
together with all the writings found on 
board the faid - ſhips or veſſels, to be 
duly tranſmitted to the ſaid court; 


and the judges of the ſaid court there- 


upon, and upon ſuch other proofs and 
evidences as ſhall be duly made, or ex- 
hibited before them, ſhall proceed to 


judgment, and give definitive ſentence 


by 
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by virtue of this act, according as the 
nature of the fact ſhall be proved before 
them, and according to the rules and 
grounds of juſtice: And if judgment 
ſhall be given for the ſame to be lawful 
prize, then it ſhall be diſpoſed in ſuch 
ſort and manner as in this preſent act 
afterwards limited and appointed. 

And to prevent for the time to come, 
and to hinder the carrying over of any 
ſuch perſons as are enemies to this com- 
monwealth, or-that may prove *danger- 
ous to any of the Engliſh Plantations in 
America, the parliament doth forbid and 
prohihit all ſhips of any foreign nation 
whatſoever, to come to, or trade in, or 
traffic with, any of the Engliſh Planta- 
tions in America, or any iſlands, ports, 
or places thereof, which are planted by, 
and in poſſeſſion of, the people of this 
commonwealth, without licence firſt 
had and obtained from the parliament or 
council of ſtate. 

And be it further enected, ordained, 
and declared, by the authority aforeſaid, 

That 
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That from and after the twentieth day 
of November, one thouſand fix hun- 
dred and fifty, it ſhall and may be law- 
ful for any ſhip or ſhips ſet forth by the 
parliament, or allowed of by the par- 
Hament or council of ſtate, to ſeize, 
take and ſurprize any ſhip or ſhips of 
any foreign nation whatſoever, that ſhall 
be outward-bound to any of the faid 
plantations, ports or places, without ſuch 
licence as aforeſaid ; and from and after 
the firſt of January, one thouſand fix 
hundred and fifty, it ſhall and may be 
lawful for ſuch ſhips ſet forth and allow- 


ed as aforeſaid, to feize, take and ſur- 


prize any foreign ſhips that ſhall. be 
found trading at any of the plantations, 
iſtands and places aforefaid, with ſuch 
licence as aforefaid ; and from and after 


the twentieth day of March, one thou- 
fand fix hundred and fifty, it ſhall and 


may be lawful for any of the parliament's 


ſhips, or private men of war allowed of 
by the parliament or council of ſtate for 


the time being, to ſeize, take and fur- 


prize 
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prize any ſhip or ſhips that are coming 
from, or have traded at any of the plan- 


tations as aforeſaid, without ſuch licence 
as aforeſaid : And all ſuch ſhips fo taken, 


with all goods, tackle, apparel and fur- 


niture, to ſend into ſome port of this 
commonwealth, to be proceeded againſt 
in the court of admiralty, as in this a& 
is ordered, limited and appointed, in caſe 
of trading to Barbada's, Antego, Ber- 
muda's and Virginia, or any of them. 
All ſuch prizes ſo to be taken and ad- 
judged by virtue of this act, ſhall be 
diſpoſed of as followeth ; that is to ſay, 


of what ſhall be taken of the ſhips ſet 


forth by the parliament, two thirds 
thereof to the uſe of the commonwealth, 
for the ſervice of the navy, as the par- 
liament ſhall direct; and one other third 
part to be to the commanders, ofhcers 
and company of- thoſe ſhips by whom 
the ſame ſhall be taken reſpectively, 
according to the uſual rules of diviſion 
amongſt them : And for what ſhall be 


taken by private men of war allowed as 
aforeſaid 
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aforeſaid, to be to the uſe of the owners 
or ſetters- forth of the ſaid ſhips, as they 
themſelves ſhall agree; one tenth part of 
the whole, heretofore allowable to the 
lord admiral, being firſt taken out, to 
be difpoſed by the council of ſtate, for 
ſuch uſes as the parliament ſhall direct 
and appoint. 

Provided always, That if any prize or 
prizes fo taken, or any part thereof, ſhall 
appear, and be proved in the faid court 
of admiralty, to be any ſhip or goods 
belonging to any of the well- affected 
and good people of this commonwealth, 
remaining and continuing under the 
obedience and protection of the parlia- 
ment, and before taken and ſurprized 
from them by any enemy or rebel, 


or diſaffected perſon, and afterwards 


again ſurprized and retaken ' by any 
of the' fleets or ſhips employed in 
the ſervice of the parliament, or any 
private man of war, allowed as afore- 
faid, that then ſuch ſhips and goods, 


and every ſuch part and parts belonging 
to 
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to the ſaid good people aforeſaid, ſhall 
be adjudged to be reſtored, and ſhall be, 
by decree of the ſaid court of admiralty 
according reſtored to ſuch former owner 
or owners, paying for, and in lieu of ſal- 


vage, only one eighth part of the true 


value thereof; unleſs ſuch ſhips ſo re- 
taken ſhall appear to have been after 
their taking by the enemy, or rebels, or 


diſaffected, furniſhed and ſet forth by 


them as men of war on their behalf: In 
which caſe the true and firſt owners to 
whom the ſame ſhall be reſtored, ſhall 
be adjudged to pay, and ſhall pay for 
ſalvage, the full moiety of the true value 


of the ſaid ſhips ſo retaken and reſtored. 


Provided nevertheleſs, and it is fur- 
ther, enacted, That the council of ſtate 
for the time being, have hereby power 
to grant licence and leave to any of the 
ſhips of this nation to go to, and trade 
to, Barbada's, Antego, Bermuda's, Vir- 
ginia, or any of them, without prejudice 
or damage, any thing in this act to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 


And 
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And it is further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That the ſaid council 
of ſtate have hereby power and autho- 
rity to ſend ſhips to any of the planta- 
tions aforeſaid, and to grant commiſſion 
or commiſſions to ſuch perſon or per- 
ſons as they ſhall think fit, with power 
to enforce all ſuch to obedience, as do or 
ſhall ſtand in oppoſition to the parlia- 
ment or their authority; and to grant 
pardons, and to ſettle governors in all or 
any of the ſaid iſlands, plantations and 
places, and to do all juſt things, and uſe 
all lawful means, to ſettle and preſerve 
them in peace and ſafety, until the par- 
liament ſhall take further or other order 
therein, any letters patents, or other 
authority formerly granted or given, to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. 

And to the end that due intimation 
and publication of this act be made 
and public notice thereof be taken, fo 
that none may juſtly plead exculc 
through ignorance of the fame, be it 
ordered and enacted, That this preſent 

— 


act ſhall be publiſhed by the ſerjeant 
at arms attending the parliament, three 
ſeveral days upon the Exchange, Lon- 
don, at- the time of the concourſe of 
merchants thither. 


Paſſed 3 October, 1650. 
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Refolutrons of the Hous of Bun ESSES 
n VIRGINIA, 9 May, 1765. 


E 
HAT the firſt ch and 
ſettlers of this his majeſty's colony 
and dominion of Virginia, brought with 
them and tranſmitted to their poſterity, 
and all other his majeſty's ſubjects ſince 


inhabiting in this his majeſty's ſaid 


colony, all the liberties, privileges, fran- 
chiſes and immunities, that have at any 
time been held and enjoyed, and poſ- 
ſeſſed by the people of Great-Britain. 
Reſolved, That by two royal charters 
granted by king James the Firſt, the 


colonies 
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colonies aforeſaid are delared entitled to 
all liberties, privileges and immunities, 
of denizens and natural- born ſubjects to 
all intents and purpoſes, as if they had 
been * abiding and born within the realm 
of England. | 

Reſolved, That the taxation of the 
people by themſelves, or by perſons 
choſen by themſelves to repreſent them, 
who can only know what taxes the 
people are able to bear, or the eaſieſt 
method of raiſing them, and muſt them- 
ſelves be affected by every tax laid on 
the people, is the only ſecurity againſt a 
burthenſome taxation, and the + d:/trn- 
guiſhing characteriſtic of Britiſh freedom, 
without which the ancient conſtitution 
cannot exiſt. 

Reſolved, That his majeſty's liege 


people of this his moſt ancient and loyal 


colony, 


Quere, If they had been abiding and born with- 
in the realm of England, would they not have been 
bound by acts of parliament ? | 
+ If theſe be the di/linguiſhing characteriſtics of 
Britiſh freedom, they are not then it ſeems the com- 
= rights of mankind, as the Penſylvania afſembly 
erts. 


colony, have without interruptiont en- 
joyed the ineſtimable right of being go- 
verned by ſuch /aws reſpęcting their in- 
ternal polity and taxation; as are derived 
from their own conſent, with the ap- 
probation of their ſovereign or his ſub- 
ſtitutes, and that the ſame hath been 
conſtantly recognized by the king and 
people of Great-Britgin. 
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Refolutions of the ASSEMBLY of PENN-= 
SYLVANIA, 21 September, 1765. 


13 H E houſe taking into conſidera- 


tion, that an act of parliament has 
lately paſſed in England, for impoſing 


certain ſtamp- duties and other duties on 


t No act of parliament it ſhould then ſeem has 


ever been of force in Virginia, which reſpected the 
internal polity of the people. The act of king 
William which alters the ſucceſſion to the crown. 
That which abrogates reſolutions, acts or proceed- 
ings of the colony aſſemblies, if repugnant to acts 
of parliament, and the act of George the Second, 
which makes the lands in America aſſets, have 
therefore never been carried into execution in Vir- 
giuia, if we take the aſſembly's word for it. 


c his 
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WO his majeſty's ſubjects in America, where- 
| by they conceive ſome of their moſt eſ- 
[ 
; 


ſential and valuable rights, as Britiſh ſub- 
jects, to be deeply affected, think it a 
duty they owe to themſelves and their 
poſterity, to come to the following re- 
ſolutions. 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That the aſſembly 
of this province have from time to time, 
whenever requiſitions have been made 
| by his majeſty, for carrying on military 
x operations for the defence of America, 
4 moſt chearfully and liberally + contributed 
4 their full proportion of men and money 
3 for thoſe ſervices. 
1 Reſolved, That whenever his majeſty's | 
43 ſervice ſhall for the future require the 
aids of the inhabitants of this province, 
| and they ſhall be called upon for that 
a purpoſe in a conſtitutional way, it will 
be their indiſpenſible duty moſt chear- 
fully and liberally to grant to his majeſty 


« + Though Pennſylyania is, without contradic- 

J « tion, the richeſt and the moſt concerned in this 
bp! expedition, yet it has ſupplied nothing hitherto.” 
P Gen, Braddock's Letter to Sir Thomas Robinſon, 
1 | 18 Mar. 1755. 


their 
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their proportion of tnen and money, for 
the defence, ſecurity, and other public 
ſervices of the Britiſh American colonies. 

Reſolved, That the inhabitants of this 
province, are intitled to all the liberties, 
rights and privileges of his majeſty's 
ſubjects in Great-Britain or elſewhere, 
and that the conſtitution of government 
in this province is founded on the na- 
tural rights of mankind, and the noble 
principles of Engliſh liberty, and there- 
fore is or ought to be perfectly free. 

Reſolved, That it is the intereſt, birth- 
right, and indubitable privilege of every 
Britiſh ſubject, to be taxed only by his 
own conſent, or that of his legal repre- 
fentatives, in conjunction with his ma- 
jeſty or his ſubſtitutes, 

Reſolved, That the only legal repre- 


ſentatives of the inhabitants of this pro- 


vince, are the perſons they annually 
elect to ſerve as members of aſſembly. 

| Reſolved therefore, That the taxation 
of the people of this province by any 
other perſons whatſoever, than ſuch 
their repreſentatives in aſſembly, is un- 
C 2 conſti- 
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per juriſdiction, is highly dangerous to 


the moſt fatal conſequences, not only to 
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conſtitutional, and ſubverſive of their 
moſt valuable rights. "i 

Reſolved, That the laying taxes upon 
the, inhabitants of this province in any 
other manner, being manifeſtly ſubver- 
ſive of public liberty, muſt of neceſſary 
conſequence be utterly deſtructive of 
public happineſs. 

Reſolved, That the reſting an autho- 
rity in the courts of admiralty, to de- 
cide in ſuits relating to the ſtamp-duties 
and other matters foreign to their pro- 


the liberties of his majeſty's American 
ſubjects, contrary to Magna Charta, the 
great charter and fountain of Engliſh 
liberty, and deſtructive of one of their 
moſt darling and acknowledged rights, 
that of trial by juries. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of 
this houſe, that the reſtraints impoſed 
by ſeveral late acts of parliament on the 
trade of this province, at a time when 
the people labour under an enormous 
debt, muſt of neceſſity be attended with 


this 
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this province, but to the trade of our 
mother- country. 
Reſolved, That this houſe think it 
their duty, thus firmly to aſſert, with 
modeſty and decency, their inherent 
rights, that their poſterity may learn 
and know, that it is not with their con- 

ſent and acquieſcence, that any taxes 

ſhould be levied on them by any perſon but 
their own repreſentatives, and are deſirous 
that theſe their reſolves ſhould remain 
on their minutes, as a teſtimony of the 
zeal and ardent deſires of the preſent 
houſe of aſſembly, to preſerve their in- 
eſtimable rights, which as Engliſhmen 
they have poſſeſſed ever fince this pro- 
vince was ſettled,* and to tranſmit them 
to their lateſt poſterity, 


* What a ſtrange miſtake have the parliament 
and people, of England been under for a century 
paſt ? They always imagined, that the acts of parlia- 
ment impoſing taxes on certain commodities carried 
into, and out of the colonies, had extended to Penn- 
ſylvania; whereas from this laſt reſolution it ap- 

pears, That no taxes have ever been leuyed there, ever 
fince the province was ſettled, by any Hoſes but their 
own repreſentatives. 


+ Extratt | 
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Extract from the printed JOURNAL of the 
Howujeof Repreſentatives of the MAs 8 A- 
CHUSETs Bay. Odtober 29, 1765. 


* H E houſe, agreeable to the order 
of the day, (there being a full 
houſe) entered into the conſideration of 
ſundry reſolves, which were particularly 
conſidered, and paſſed, as follows, viz. 

WHERAs the juſt rights of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects of this province, derived 
to them from the Britiſh conſtitution, 
as well as the royal charter, have been 
lately drawn into queſtion. In order to 
aſcertain the ſame, this houſe do unani- 
mouſly come into the following re- 
ſolves. 

I. Reſolved, That there are certain 
eſſential rights of the Britiſh conſtitution 
of government, which are founded in 
the law of God and Nature, and are the 
common rights of mankind ;—there- 
fore. | 

IT. Reſalved, That the inhabitants of 
this province are unalienably entitled to 

thoſe eſſential rights in common with all 
| men: 
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men: and that no law of ſociety can, 
conſiſtent with the law of God and Na- 
ture, diveſt them of thoſe rights. 

IH. Re/olved, That no man can juſtly 
take the property of another without his 
conſent: and that upon this original 
principle the right of repreſentation in 
the ſame body, which exerciſes the 
power of making laws for levying taxes, 
which is one of the main pillars of the 
Britiſh conſtitution, is evidently found- 
ed. 

IV. Reſolved, That this inherent right, 
together with all other eſſential rights, 
liberties, privileges, and immunities of 
the people of Great-Britain, have been 
fully confirmed to them by Magna Char- 
ta, and by former and later acts of par- 
liament. 

V. Reſolued, That his majeſty's ſub- 
jects in America are, in reaſon and com- 
mon ſenſe, intitled to the ſame extent 
of liberty, with his majeſty's ſubjects 
in Britain. | 
VI. Reſolved, 
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VI. Reſolved, That by the declaration 
of the royal charter of this province, the 
inhabitants are entitled to all the rights, 
liberties and immunities-of free and na- 
tural ſubjects of Great-Britain, to all 
intents, purpoſesand conſtructions what- 
ever. | 50 

VII. Reſolved, That the inhabitants 
of this province appear to be entitled to 
all the rights aforementioned, by an act 
of parliament, 1 3th of Geo. II. 

VIII. Refſofved, That thoſe rights do 
belong to the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince, upon principles of common juſ- 
tice; their anceſtors having ſettled this 
country at their ſole expence ; and their 
poſterity having conftantly approved 
themſelves moſt loyal and faiehful ſub- 
jets of Great-Britain. 

IX. Reſolved, That every individual in 
the colonies is as advantageous to Great- 
Britain, as if he were in Great-Britain, 
and. held to pay his full proportion of 
taxes there; and as the inhabitants of 
this province pay their full proportion 

77 of 
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of taxes, for the ſupport of his Majeſty's 


government here, it is unreaſonable for 
them to be called upon to pay any part 
of the charges of the government there. 

X. Reſolved, That the inhabitants of 
this province are not, and never have 
been, repreſented in the parliament of 
Great-Britain : and that ſuch a repreſen- 
tation there, as the ſubjects in Britain 
do actually and rightfully enjoy, is im- 
practicable for the ſubjects in America: 
—and further, that, in the opinion of 
this houſe, the ſeveral ſubordinate powers 

of legiſlation in America, were con- 
ſtituted upon the apprehenſions of this 
impracticability. 

XI. Reſolved, That the only method, 
whereby the conſtitutional rights of the 
ſubjects of this province can be ſecure, 
conſiſtent with a ſubordination to the 
ſupreme power of Great-Britain, is by 
the continued exerciſe of ſuch powers of 
government as are granted in the royal 
charter, and firm adherence to the pri- 
yileges of the ſame. T 

| XII. Re/olved, 
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XII. Rev, as a juſt concluſion from 
ſome of the foregoing reſolves, That all 
acts made by any power whatever, other 
than the general aſſembly of this pro- 
vince, impoſing taxes on the inhabitants, 
are infringements of our inherent and 
unalienable rights, as men and Britiſh 
ſubjects, and render void the moſt va- 
luable declarations of our charter. 

XIII. Reſofved, That the extenſion of 
the powers of the court of admiralty 
within this province, is a moſt violent 
infraction of the right of trials by juries. 
A right, which this houſe, upon the 
principles of their Britiſh anceſtors, hold 
moſt dear and facred ; it being the only 
ſecurity of the lives, liberties and pro- 
perties of his Majeſty's ſubjects here. 

1 XIV. Reſolved, That this houſe owe 
' the ſtricteſt allegiance to his moſt facred 
1 | Majeſty king George the Third : that 

they have the greateſt veneration for the 

parliament ; and that they will, after 
the example of all their predeceſſors, 
from the ſettlement of this country, ex- 
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ert themſelves to their utmoſt, in ſup- 
porting his Majeſty's authority in the 
province, in promoting the true 
happineſs of his ſubjects; and in en- 
larging the extent of his dominion. 
Ordered, That all the foregoing re- 
ſolves be kept in the records of this 
houſe; that a juſt ſenſe of liberty, and 


the firm ſentiments of loyalty, may be 


tranſmitted to poſterity. 


Extract from the printed JOURNAL of the 
ASSEMBLY of NEw-YoORK, 18 De- 
cember, 1705. | 


L of New-York, taking into their 
molt ſerious conſideration ſeveral acts of 
parliament lately paſſed, granting ſtamp 
and- other duties to his majeſty, and re- 
ſtricting the trade of this colony, ap- 
prehending an abolition of that conſti- 
tution under which they have ſo long 
and happily enjoyed the rights and liber- 
ties 


$444-4-4-4-4-4-44- 


HE general-afſembly of the colony 


xliv KEPEFNDIEF 


ties of Engliſhmen, and being clearly 
of opinion, that it is the intereſt of 
Great-Britain, a dependence on which 
they eſteem their felicity, to confirm 
them in the enjoyment of thoſe rights; 
think it their indiſpenſible duty to make 
a declaration of their faith and alle- 
giance to his majeſty king George the 
Third, of their ſubmiſſion to the ſu- 
preme legiſlative power ; and at the ſame 
time to ſhew, that the rights claimed by 
them are in no manner inconſiſtent with 
£ither : for which purpoſe they are come 
to the * reſolutions, that is to 
ſay, 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That the people 
of this colony owe the ſame faith and 
allegiance to his majeſty king George 
the Third, that are due to him from his 
ſubjects in Great-Britain. 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That they owe 
obedience to all acts of parliament, not 
inconſiſtent with the eſſential rights and 
liberties of Engliſhmen, and are intituled 
to the ſame rights and liberties, which 
23> x3" Dean 
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his majeſty's Engliſh ſubje&s, both with- 
in and without the realm, have ever en- 
joyed. SIS 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That his maje- 
ſty's ſubjects in England are ſecured in 
the ſuperior advantages they enjoy, prin- 
cipally by the privilege of an exemption 
from taxes not of their own grant, and 
their right to trials by their peers. 
The firſt ſecures the people collectively 
from unreaſonable impoſitions ; and, 
without the ſecond, individuals are at 
the arbitrary diſpoſition of the executive 
powers. | | | 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That the colo- 

niſts did not forfeit theſe eſſential rights 

by their emigration ; becauſe this was 
by the permiſſion and encouragement of 
the crown ; and that they rather merit 
favour, than a deprivation of thoſe rights, 
by giving an almoſt boundleſs extent to 
the Britiſh empire, expanding its trade, 
increaſing its wealth, and augmenting - 
that power which renders it ſo formi- 


dable to all Europe. 
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Ręſolved, Nem. Con. That the acts of 
trade giving the right of juriſdiction to 
the admiralty courts, in proſecutions for 
penalties and forfeitures, manifeſtly in- 
fringes the right of trials by jury; and 
that the late act for granting ſtamp- 
duties, not only expoſes the American 
ſubjects to an intolerable inconvenience 
and expence, by compelling them to a 
defence at a great diſtance from home; 
but, by impoſing a tax, utterly deprives 
them of the eſſential right of being the 
ſole diſpoſers of their own property. 

Reęſolved, Nem. Con. That all aids to 
the crown, in Great-Britain, are gifts of 
the people by their repreſentatives in 
parliament, as appears from the pre- 
amble of every money-bill, in which 
the Commons are ſaid to give and grant 
to his majeſty. 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That it involves 
the greateſt inconſiſtency with the known 
principles of the Engliſh conſtitution, to 
ſuppoſe, that the honorable houſe of 
Commons of Great-Britain, can, without 

diveſting 
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diveſting the inhabitants of this colony 
of their moſt eſſential rights, grant to 
the crown their, or any part of their, 
eſtates for any purpoſe whatſoever. 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That from the 
firſt ſettlement of the colonies, it has 
been the ſenſe of the government at 
home, that ſuch grants could not be 
conſtitutionally made; and therefore 
applications for the ſupport of govern- 
ment, and other publick exigencies, have 
always been made to the repreſentatives 
of the people of this colony; and fre- 
quently during the late war by imme- 
diate orders from the crown, upon which 
they exerted themſelves with ſo much 
liberality, that the parliament thought 
proper to contribute to their reimburſe- 
ment. 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That if the people 
of this colony ſhould be deprived of the 
ſole right of taxing themſelves, or pre- 
ſenting ſuch ſums as the publick exi- 
gencies require, they would be laid un- 
der the greateſt diſadvantages, as the 

united 
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united intereſt of the electors, or elected, 
which conſtitute the ſecurity of his ma- 


jeſty's ſubjects in Great- Britain, will 


operate ſtrongly againſt them. 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That the im- 
practicability of inducing the colonies to 
grant aids in an equal manner, propor- 
tioned to their ſeveral abilities, does by 
no means induce a neceſſity of diveſting 
the colonics of their ſſential rights. | 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That it is the 
duty of every friend to Great-Britain 
and this colony, to cultivate a hearty 
union between them. 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That if the ho- 
norable houſe of Commons inſiſt on their 
power of taxing this colony, and by 
that means deprive its inhabitants of 
what they have always looked upon as 
an undoubted right, though this power 
ſhould be exerted in the mildeſt man- 
ner, it will teach them to conſider the 
people of Great-Britain as veſted with 
abſolute power to diſpoſe of all their 


property, and tend to weaken that af- 
fection 
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fection for the mother- country, which 
this colony ever had, and is extremely 
deſirous of retaining. 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That in order 
to keep the colonies in due ſubjection 
to, and dependence upon Great-Britain, 
it is not neceſſary to deprive them of the 
right they have long enjoyed of taxing 
themſelves; ſince the ſame right has 
been enjoyed by the clergy within the 
realm, and by all the ſubjects of Great- 
Britain without the realm, until the late 
innovation. | 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That the duties 
lately impoſed by act of parliament on 
the trade of this colony are very griev- 
ous and burthenſome, and, in the appre- 
henſion of this houſe, impoſſible to be 
paid; have already greatly diminiſhed 
the advantageous traffick heretofore car- 
ried on with the foreign iſlands in the 
Weſt-Indies ; and in conſequence, muſt 
render us unable to purchaſe the manu- 
factures of Great- Britain. 
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Reſolutions of the Concress af New 
 YoRx, 19th October, 1765. 


HE members of this congreſs, fin- 

LK cerely devoted with the warmeſt 
ſentiments of affection and duty to his 
majeſty's perſon and government, inviol- 
ably attached to the prefent happy eſta- 
bliſhment of the proteſtant ſucceſſion ; 
and with minds deeply impreſſed by a 
ſenſe of the preſent and impending mis- 
fortunes of the Britiſh colonies on this 
continent, having conſidered as maturely 
as time will permit the circumſtances cf 
the ſaid colonies, eſteem it our indiſpen- 
ible duty to make the following decla- 
rations of our humble opinion feſpecting 
the moſt eſſential rights and liberties of 
the coloniſts, and of the grievances under 
which they labour, by reaſon of ſeveral 
acts of parliament. _ 
Firſt, That his majeſty” s liege ſub- 
jects in theſe colonies, owe the ſame al- 
legiance to the crown of Great- Britain, 
that 
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that is owing from his ſubjects born 
within the realm ; and all due ſubordi- 
nation to that auguſt body, the parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain. 
Secondly. That his majeſty's liege ſub- 
jects in theſe colonies are intitled to all 
the inherent rights and liberties of his 
natural- born ſubjects within the king- 
dom of Great-Britain. | 
Thirdly. That it is “ inſeparably eſſen- 
tial to the freedom of a people, and the un- 
| doubted right of Engliſhmen, that no 
taxes be impoſed on them but with their 
own conſent, given perſonally, or by their 
repreſentatives. | 
 Fourthly. That the ks of theſe. 
colonies are not, and from their local 
circumſtances cannot, be repreſented in 
the houſe of Commons in Great-Britain. 
Fifthly. That' the only repreſenta- 
tives of the people of theſe colonies are 
perſons choſen therein by themſelves, 
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It ſeems there is no free people in the world 
but the ſubjects of England, for there is none other 
who chuſe repreſentatives. 
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and that na ＋ taxes ever have been or can 
be, conſtitutionally . impoſed on them, 
but by their reſpective legiſlatures. 
_ Sixthly. That all ſupplies to the crown, 
being free gifts of the people, it is unrea- 
ſonable and inconſiſtent with the ſpirit 
and principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
for the people of Great-Britain to grant 
to his majeſty the property of the colo- 
nies, 

Seventhly. That trial by jury is the 
inherent and valuable right of every Bri- 
tiſh ſubject in theſe colonies. 
Eighthly. That the late a of parlia- 
ment, intitled, An A for granting and 
applying certain ſtamp duties and other du- 
ties in the Britiſh colonies and plantations 
in America, &c. by impoſing taxes on 
the inhabitants of theſe colonies; and 
the ſaid act, and ſeveral other acts, by 
extended the juriſdiction of the courts of 


+ Here is no diſtinction of taxes internal or ex- 
ternal, regulation cr revenue; all ſorts (if indeed 
there can be more than one ſort) are alike unconſti- 
tutional, old ones as well as new. 


admiralty 
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admiralty beyond its antient limits, have 


a manifeſt tendency to ſubvert the rights | 


and liberties of the coloniſts. _ 

Ninthly. That the duties impoſed by 
ſeveral late acts of parliament, from the 
peculiar circumſtances of theſe colonies, 
will be extremely burthenſome and 
grievous ; and from the ſcarcity of ſpe- 
cie, the payment of them abſolutely im- 
practicable. 

Tenthly, That as the profits of the 
trade of theſe colonies ultimately center 
in Great-Britain, to pay for the manu- 
factures which they are obliged to take 
from thence, they S eventually contribute 
very largely to all ſupplies granted there 
to the crown. | 

Tweljthly. That the increaſe, proſpe- 
perity, and happineſs of theſe colonies, 


§ Their doing fo, Mr Dickenſon ſays, is a 
great grievance, and theſe eventual taxes are equally 
taxes with the ſtamp act, and conſequently they 
ought all to be remitted, or the colonics left at 
liberty to purchaſe the taxed goods elſewhere. 
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of their rights and liberties; and an in- 
tercourſe with Great- Britain, mutually 
affectionate and advantageous. 

Thirteenthly. That it is the right of 
the Britiſh ſubjects in theſe colonies, to 
petition the king, or eicher houſe of 
parliament. 

Laſtly. That it is "che indiſpenſible 
duty of theſe colonies to the belt of ſove- 
reigns, to the mother country, and to 
themſelves, to endeavour, by a loyal and 
dutiful addreſs to his majeſty, and 
humble applications to both houſes of 
parliament, to procure the repeal of the 
act for granting and applying certain 
ſtamp duties, of all clauſes of any other 

s of parliament whereby the juriſdic- 
tion of the admiralty is extended as 
aforeſaid; and of the other late as for 
the reſtriction of American commerce ||. 


Here we bee the purpoſe of the colonies fairly 
ſet forth. An exemption from all duties and taxes, 
except ſuch as may be impoſed by their own aſſem- 

blies. 
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blies. Exemption from the judicature of the court 


of admiralty, which is the only Britiſh court which 


. exerciſes judicature over the colonies, and removal 
of the reſtrictions on American commerce, which in- 
cludes the ſhips of war, cuſtom-houſe officers, and 
acts of trade. 

When they ſhall have carried theſe ſeveral points, 
one after another, they will probably be content, 
whatever the people of England may be. 
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A Lift of Books and PAMPHLETS printed for J. ALMON, 

| oppoſite Burlington-Houſe, in Piccadilly, ( Y 

n the Preſs. | 2 
HE Hiſtory and Proceedings of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons; containing 
the moſt remarkable Specches, Motions, Reſolves, &c. &c, from 1746, to 
the En of the laſt Parliament in March, 1768. Printed in the ſame Size and Man- 
ner as the former Editions of Parliamentary Hiſtories and Debates, to which this 
new Work is a complete and final Continuation, In 3 vols. 8vo. 

2. Private Letters from an American in O4 England, to his Friend in New 
England. Price 3s. Tuft Publiſhed. 

I. imitations of Horace. Addreſſed to ſeveral Perſons. With a Speech on the 
Inauguration of Mr, Alder. Wilkes. By the Author of Makarony Fables. 25. 6d. 

2. The Preſent State of the Nation, particularly with reſpe& to its Trade, 
Finances, &c. The fourth Edition, corrected. 28. 

3. An Appendix to the Preſent State of the Nation; containing a Reply to 
the Obſervations on that Pamphlet. Price 1s. 

4. THE Controverſy between Great-Britain and her Colonies reviewed, The 
ſeveral Pleas of the Colonies in Support of their Rights to all the Liberties and 
Privileges of Britiſh Subjects, and to Exemption from the Legiſlative Authority of 
Parliament, ſtated and conſidered. And the Nature of their Connection with, 
and Dependance on Great-Britain, ſhewn from the Evidence of hittorical Facts 
and authentic Records. Price 4s. ſewed. | 

| +4+ The above three are by the ſame Author. | 

5. A Sermon. By the Rev. John Horne, Miniſter of New Brentford. 1s. 

6. The Freeholders Catechiſm. 6d. ; | 5 

7. Conſiderations on the Dependencies of Great-Britain; with Obſervations 
on the Pamphlet entitled The Preſent State of the Nation. Price 28. 

8. A Vindication of the Britiſh Colonies. By James Otis, Eſq. of Boſton. 18. 
9. An Enquiry into the Rights of the Britith Colonies. . By Richard Bland, 
Eſq; of Virginia. Gd. | | 
10. A New Baronetage of z or, a genealogical and hiſtorical Account 
of the preſent Engliſh Baronets, with all their Arms engraved and blazoned. To 
which is added, a complete Liit of all the Perſons advanced to this Dignity, from 
the Inftitution of it to the preſent Time; with the Dates of their reſpective 

Patents, In 3 vols. Price 10s 6d. bound. 

11. An Extinct Peerage of England; containing an Account of all thoſe noble 
Families whoſe Titles are extin& ; from the earlieſt Accounts to the preſent 
Time. In one vol. Price 3s. 6d. bound. | 3 
12. The Pocket Herald; or a complete View of the preſent Peerage of the three 
Kingdoms; giving an accurate Account of their Births, Marriages, and Iſſue; 
their ſeveral Employments, Titles, Creations and Reſidences ; including all the 
late Alterations and Additions, to the preſent Time. Adorned with the Arms, 
dupporters, Creſts, and Mottos, of all the Peers, (together with all the Biſhops 
and Peereſſes) of England, Scotland, and Ireland, engraved and blazoned. Ia 
Wo neat Pocket vols. Price 78. bouyd. | | 

he careful to aſk for the Pocket Herald; it being not only the cheapeſt, | 
but the moſt correct Book of the Kind. 

. The above three Books being printed in an uniform Size and Manner, 
in. whole fix vols. may be had, neatly bound. Price One Guinea. | 
13. An Ode on the preſent Period of Time ; with a Letter addreſſed to the 
Right Hon, George Grenville, Price 6d | LEA 
14. The New Foundling Hoſpital for Wit. Conſiſting of a great Va- 

559 of Satirical and Humorous Pieces. By ſeveral eminent Perſons. 
t the Firſt, En, belliſhed with a curious Frontiſpiece. 28. 6d. | 

15. The Second Part of the ſame Work. By the ſame Hands, Likc« 
Viſe embelliſhed with a curious Frontiſpiece. 28. 6d. 

16. The Third Part of the ſame Work, ep ary curious ana 
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fine Frontiſpiece. 2s 64—Each Part may be had ſeparate; or the whole 
bound in three Volums ; Price 9s. | 3-4 WO 
' 17. A Companion for a Leiſure Hour. With a fine Frontiſpiece. 28. 6d. 

16. A Letter to his Grace the Duke of Grafton, on the preſent Situa- 
tion of Public Affairs. Is. | 

19. The True Sentiments of America; contained in-a. Collection of 
Letters ſent from the Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Province of Maſſa. 
chuſetts Bay, to ſeveral Perſons of high Rank in this Kingdom. Foge- 
ther with certain Papers relating to a ſuppoſed Libel on the Governor of 
that Province ; and i Diſſertation on the Egon and the Feudal Law. 28. 6d. 

20. Letters from a Farmer in Pennſylvania, to the Inhabitants of the 
Britiſh Colonies, by John Dickenſon, Eſq; of Philadelphia. 28. 

21. Memoirs of Corſica. Containing the Natural and Political Hiſtory 
of that important Iſland; the principal Events, Revolutions, &c. from 
the remoteſt Period to the preſent Time. An Account of its Products, 
advantageous Situation, and Strength, by Sea and Land. Together with 
a Variety of intereſting Particulars, which have been hitherto unknown, 
By Frederic, Son of Theodore late King of Corſica. IHuſtrated with an 
accurate Map of Corſica. 38. ſewed. | 

22. The Original French of the above Work. 38. ſewed. 

23. The Caſe of his Grace the D. of Portland, reſpecting two Leaſes, 

lately granted by the Lords of the Treaſury to Sir J. Lowther, Bart. with 
Obſervations on the Motion for a Remedial Bill, for quieting the Poſſeſſion 
of the Subject. And an Appendix, conſiſting” of authentic Documents. 15. 

24. Obſervations on the Power of Alienation in the Crown before the 
Firſt of Queen Anne, ſupported by Precedents, and the Opinion of 
many learned Judges, Together with ſome Remarks on the Conduct of 
A7minifſtration reſpecting the Caſe of the Duke of Portland. xs. 

25. A Caveat on the Part of Public Credit. 1s. 

26. Makarony Fables: with the new Fable of the Bees. 28. 6d, 

27. The F irſt Part of the Hiſtory of England. Containing the Intro- 
duction. By John Wilkes, Eſq; 28. 6d. 

28. Reflections on the Caſe of Mr. Wilkes. 18. 

29. Three intereſting Traftts. By John Wilkes, Eſq; viz. Obfer- 
vations on the Spaniſh Papers.—A Letter to the Electors of Ayleſbury.— 
A Letter to the Duke of Grafton. 25. 6d. 

30. Every Man his own Brewer; or, a Compendium of the Engliſh 
Brewery. Containing the beſt Inſtructions for the Choice of Hops, 
Malt, and Water, and for the right Management af the Brewing Utenſils, 
Likewiſe the moſt approved Methods of brewing London Porter and Ale, 
Of brewing Amber, Barton, Weſtern and Oat Ales. Of good Table 

eer, and Marlborough, Dorcheſter, ' Nottingham and Briſtol Beers. 
And of manufacturing pure Malt Wines. Of Fermentation; caſual 
Diſtemperature in Brewing, with; the Cauſe and Remedy. The T heory 
of Britiſh Fruits, as applied to the Improvement of. Malt Liquors. Of 
the Thermometer, its Ute and Application in Brewery. Of Fire, and 
its Action on Malt and vinous Extracts. Together with a Variety 0 
ki: xims and Obſervations deduced from Theory and Practice. And ome 
nieful Hints to the Diſtillery, for extracting a fine Spirit from Malt, and 
other Ingredients. The whole illuſtrated by ſeveral Experiments. By 
Gentleman lately retired from. the Brewing Buſineſs. 38s. bound. ö 

31. A Collection of the Loris Proteſts, from the Firit upon Record, in 
the Reign of Henry III. to the preſent Time. In 2 Vols. Odtavo 128. bound 
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\ in the Origin of both Houſes of Parliament, their antient Conſtitution, 


to recommend this Work, becaule it ſufficiently ſpeaks for itſelf, yet it 
may be requilite, for the Reader's Satisfaction, to ſhew in what Reſpects 
it differs from thoſe which have gone before it. The firſt Collectiorr of 
Proteſts was publiſhed in 1725 ; the ſecond in 1743; and the third in 
1747; all of them N with the ycar 1641, and ending with the 
Dates of their reſpc&tive Publications. The Collection which is here 
offered to the Public, aſcends to the Firſt upon Record in the Year 1242, # 
and is continued to the End of June 1767, thereby including ſeveral not /q 
made public before. Thoſe of the laſt twenty Years will, in all Proba- 
biliry, be eſteemed the moſt intereſting, as the Subjects which gave Oc- 
caſion to them are allowed to be of the utmoſt Importance. This Work 
is accompanied with an accurate and copious Index, which the other Col- 
jections want. And to the whole is ſubjoined, the very ſcarce and val 
able Tract of St. Amand, on the Legiſlative Power of England: Where- _ 


and the Changes that happened in the Perſons that compoſed them, with 
the Occaſion thereof, are related in chronological Order; and many 
Things concerning the Engliſh Government, the Antiquity of the Laws 
of England, and the feudal Law, are occaſionally i}luſtrated and explained, 
32. A New and Impartial Collection of Intereſting Letters from the 
public Papers; many of them written by Perſons of Eminence, on a 
reat Variety of important Subjects, which have occaſionally engaged the 
public Attention; from the Acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty, in OQober 
| 1760, to May 1767; particular] on Mr. Pitt's Reſignation in 17613 | 
Lord Bute's Acceſſion in 1762; the Peace, and other Meaſures of that 
. Adminiſtration 3 Lord Bute's Reſignation in 1763 ; all the original Let- ? 
ters, Papers, &c. &c. relative to the North Briton, and every Branch 
of Mr. Wilkes's Caſe; with a careful Selection of all the conflicurianal {| 
Eſſays, and judicious Obſervations on the various intereſting Points of 
that celebrated public Cauſe; the whole of which were never before col- | 
lected together: Several valuable Papers on Trials by Juries; Parodys on 
Chevy Chace; the remarkable Letters on the Change of Adminiſtration 
in 1765, by Anti-Sejanus, the Occaſional Writer, J. J. &c. &c. A A 
great Number on the Taxation of the Colonies ; Mr. Pitt's Acceptance | 
of a Peerage in 1766; the Meaſures of his Adminiſtration ; Dearneſs of 
Proviſions ; Letters of Tranquillus; the ſuppoſed Correſpondence with : 
Buckhorſe ; and above one Hundred others, on a great Variety of im- 
portant Subjects. In two Volumes, Octavo, 108 bound. ſ 
Ihe Merit and Importance which the News-Papers have, of late Years, 
. acquired from the f 


iberal Communications of Gentlemen of the * firſt 
Rank, both in Politicks and Literature, have excited an univerſal Regret, 
at ſeeing the valuable Productions of ſuch Writers doomed indiſerimi- 
nately to Oblivion with the fugitive Pieces of the Day. It was the 
Want of a proper Publication, wherein to diſtinguiſh the Writings of 
ſuch Authors, that ſuggeſted the Idea of this Collection, the Intention 
of which is to preſerve and tranſmit to Poſterity, ſuch ſenſible and well- 
written Papers as appeared during the Years 1960, 1761, 1762, 1763 
1764, 1765, 1766, and 1767, on both Sides of eyery Queſtion which 

aroſe from the Circumſtances of the Times, the Neceſſities of the State, 
or the Humours of the Age. | | j 

33. The Political Regiſter. In two Volumes, Price 16s. half bound and 
lettered. This Work conſiſts of original Eſſays and intereſting Papers. 
many of them written and communicated by Perſons of Eminence; ang 
embelliſhed with curious ſatirical Prints. 4 


if 
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24. A new Edition of Collins's Engliſh Peerage, continued to the 

reſent Time, and enriched with many valuable Additions. In ſeven 

olumes Octavo, 21. 12s. 6d. bound. VV 

35. The Peerage of Scotland; a genealogical and hiſtorical Account 
of fy the Peers of that antient Kingdom; their Deſcents, collateral 
Pranches, Births, Marriages, and Iflue. Together with a like Account 
of all the attainted Peers; and a compleat alphabetical Liſt of all thoſe 
Nobles of Scotlend whoſe Titles are extin&t; which was never before 
printed, Collected from Parliament Rolls, Family Documents, and 
perſonal Information of many noble Peers. With he paternal Coat of 
Arms, Creſts, Supporters, and Motto's, moſt beautifully and accurately 
engraved. In one Volume Octavo, 6s bound. | 

26. The Peerage of the Kingdom of Ireland, upon the. fame Plan 
with that of Scotland, and the Arms executed in the ſame maſterly Man. 
ner. In two Volumes Octavo, 12s bound. , 

+4+ The Authors. profeſs to have given in theſe. three Volumes the 
cleareft, moſt authentic, and the beſt digeſted Account of the noble Fa. 
milies of Scotland and Ireland, hitherto publiſhed ; and, by omitti 
unneceſſaty Digreſſions, and oſtentatious S from Hiſtories an 
biographical Memoirs, which only ſerve to increaſe the Price, have ex- 
hivited their Genealogies clear and explicit, ſo that every collateral 
Branch is ſeen with great Facility and Exactneſs, and few even of the 
Gentry of Scotland and Ireland, who have intermarried with the Nobility 
of thoſe Kingdoms, but may here diſcover by what Degree of Conſan- 
guinity they are allied, _ | | | * 

37. Debates in the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, during the 'Years 
1763 and 1764. Taken by a Military Officer. To which is added, An 
Enquiry how far the Reſtrictions laid. upon the Trade of Ireland, by 
Britiſh Acts of Parliament, are a Benefit to the Britiſh Dominions in 
general, and to the Engliſh in particular, for whoſe ſeparate Advantage 
they were intended. Dedicated, by Permiſſion, to the Earl of Chatham. 

+4+ As Ireland is become of late Years much more an Object of 
public Attention than formerly, the Parliamentary Debates in that King- 
dom muſt become proportionably more jntereſting and important. In the 
Debates of the above Period, are many Particulars which diſtinguiſh them 
from thoſe. of all preceding Years; and many Queſtions are diſcuſſed, 
which muſt be the Subject of Debate in all Times to come. Among 
thoſe now offered to the Public are the following: On the Peace. On Pen- 
ſions, in which both the Legality and Policy of thoſe Grants are fully con- 
ſidered. On Inland Navigation. The Limitation of Parliaments. The 
Place-Bill. The State of the Nation. Libels, and the North-Briton. 
Jobs and their Tendency. Power of Grand Juries. Faction. A Tax 


on Dogs. Privilege of Parliament. Falſe Patriotiſm miſtaken ſor Liberty. 


Licentiouſneſs. Recovery of Tythes. Power of Magiſtrates. And on a 
great Variety of other Subjects equally curious . important. It = 
not be improper to mention, that theſe are the firſt Speeches of the Iri 
Parliament which have ever been publiſhed, The Enquiry became ne- 
ceſſary by the frequent Mention of the Reſtrictions on Trade in the De- 


m bates: It is not, however, canfined to the Trade of Ireland, as it ſhews 
the Riſe of Trade in general, what is its Uſe, when it attains Perfection, 


and when it degenerates into Exceſs, In Two Vols. 8vo, . 12s hound. 
238. The Speeches, Arguments, and Determinations of the Rigit 
1 Hunourable the Lords of Council and Seſſion in Scotland, upon that - 


* 
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- MS Ie | | 
important Cauſe wherein his Grace the Duke of Hamilton and others 
were Plaintiffs, and Archibald Douglas, of Douglas, Eſq; Defendant. 
Together with an introduQtory Preface, giving an impartial and diſtinct 
Account of this Suit, By a Barriſter at Law, 5s bound, 4s ſewed. 

29. The complete Grazier, or Gentleman and Farmer's Directory; 
containing the beſt Inſtructions for buying, breeding, and feeding of 
Cattle, Sheep, and Hogs, and for ſuckling Lambs; a Deſcription of 
the particular Symptoms commonly attending the various Diſtempers to 
which Cattle, Sheep, and Hogs, are ſubject; with the moſt approved 
Remedies : Directions for making the beſt Butter, ſeveral Sorts of 
Cheeſe and Rennet 3 different Methods of ſtocking a Graſs Farm, with 
the particular Expence and Profits of each; how to prepare the Land, 


and ſeveral Sorts of Graſs Seed to Adyantage : Directions for raiſing 
proper Fodder for Cattle and Sheep; particular Inſtructions for ordering, 


breeding and feeding Poultry, Turkeys, Pigeons, Geeſe, Ducks, Buſ- 
tards, Pea-F owls, Pheafants, Partridges, and tame Rabbits ; alſo Di- 
tections for making Fiſh-Ponds, or Canals, and for ſtoring them, and 
ordering the Fiſh-in the beſt Manner. With ſeveral other uſeful and 
curious Particulars. bound, | 0 

40, The Royal Kalender for England, Scotland, and Ireland, a new 
Edition corrected to the preſent Time; containing accurate Liſts of the 
complete Eſtabliſhments of Great- Britain and Ireland, the four Houſes 
of Parliament, all the Officers of State, Revenue, Law, &c. in the 


three Kingdoms, Army, Navy, &c. all with the laſt Corrections, and 


including above five thouſand Names not in the other Books of this 
Kind, Together with the Arms, Supporters, Creſts, and Motto's of 
the Nobility, engraved. 2s bound, and 2s gd with an Almanack. 

41. A new Edition, carefully corrected throughout, of "The Military 
Regiſter : or new and complete Lifts of all his Majeſty's Land Forces 


and Marines. With accurate and uſeful Tables of their full Pay, 


Allowances and Deductions. Alſo Tables of the Arrears, calculated 
to ſhew, in the moſt eaſy and expeditious Manner, the Amount of 
Arrears for Officers of all Ranks in the Dragoons and Foot, for any 
Number of Days. Theſe Tables will be found to be particularly uſeful 
to every Officer, who will thereby be enabled to form an exact Knowledge 
of the Accounts between him and his Agent. This Work contains an 
Alphabetical Liſt of the Officers Names, with References to their reſpective 
Commiſſions. - A Lift of the military Garriſons, with the Officers, And 


an Alphabetical Liſt of all the Officers on Half-pay. Printed and publiſhed 


by Permiſſion of his Majeſty. 2s 6d bound, and as ſewed. 

42. The Britiſh Palladium for the Year 1769, containing a Variety 
of curious Articles in Literature and Science. is. 
43. The Hiſtory of the Minority, during the Years 1762, 1763, 1764, 
and 17 755 Exhibiting the Conduct, Principles and Views of that Party. 
new Edit. being the 4th. with ſeveral Additions. 58 bound, or 48. ſewed. 

„% The very extraordinary, and almoſt ſingular Succeſs which this 

Book has met with, is the ſtrongeſt and beſt Teſtimony of its Merit. It 
bas morcover been tranſlated in Holland, France, and other foreign Na- 
tons; in which, as well as in England, it is much read. 

44. Mr, Phillips's Hiſtory of the Life of Cardinal Pole. A new 
© Edition. In 2 vols. 8vo. 108 bound. — 

45. Hiſtorical Memoirs of his late Royal Highneſs William Duke of 
Cumberland. Inferibed to the E. of Albermarle. In x vol. 8vo, bs bound 
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46. The- Trade ind Navigatiolt of Great-Britain confidered; by Joſhi 
Gee. To which are now added, ſeverul intereſting Notes, and an 4 
pendix concerning the Trade with Portugal. The whole carefully rity 
by a Merchant. 3s bound. | „ | 2 
47. The London Merchant, a Tale, tranſlated from the French cf 
Madame Gomez. is | 
48. The Conduct of the late Adminſtration examined, relative to the 
late American Stamp-Act. Containing a great Number of Oxieina 
Papers, extremely intereſting to the Public; particularly he Letters of 
Mr. Conway to the Governors in America; the Anſwers, Kepreſentation; 
zof the Board of Trade to the King, &c. &c. A new Edition, 38 
49. A Letter upon Libels, Warrants, Seizure of Papers, Ke. &, 
With the Poſtſcript, and an Appendix. $ixth Edition, Including the 
.Author's laſt Corrections and Additions. 2s bd _ 
Fo. The Security of Engliſhmen's Lives ; or the Duty, Truſt, and 
Power of the Grand Juries of England. By Lord Somers. 1s 6d 
51. A Speech _ the Suſpendin ind. Diſpenſing Prerogative, «]t 
is but forty Days Tyranny at the. Outkde.” Per legem terræ. The ſixth 
Edition, corrected. 1s d IA +364 811 
52. Debates and Proceedings of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, during 
— third, fourth, = fifth deſſions of the third e his late 
ajeſty, held in the Years 1742, 1744, 1745, and 1746. In two vol. 
7 10s 6d Boards, . — 75 A: | 
53. Traveller's Pocket-Book; or Ogilby and Morgan's Book of the 
Kuuus improved. With many additional croſs Roads. 15 6d-bound, 
54. An Account of Denmark. Antient and Modern, containing its 
Eittory, from Swain the firſt Chriſtian King to the preſent Time; in- 
* cluding a particular Narrative of the great Revolution in the Daniſh 
Government in 1660; when the People, no longer able to bear the Ty- 
ranny and Oppreſſion of their Nobles, ſurrendered their Liberties to the 
Crown, and thereby made their King abſolute. Alſo the Geography o 
enmark ; including an accurate Defeription of the Cities, Palaces, 2 
r:ofities, &c. An Account of his Daniſh Majeſty's Revenues, Coin, 
Royal Navy, and Army. Treaties with Foreign Powers, particulal 
veich Great-Britain. The Trade and Commerce of the Kingdom. Poli 
tical Intereſts and Views of the State, Temper. and Manners of tht 
i-- ople, &c. &c. Ornamented with a fine Print of the preſent King anc 
Queen of Denmark. 3s ſewed. . | 
J,. The Foreigner's Guide, in French. and Engliſh; being a de 
proper Companion for every Stranger on his coming to London; contail 
ing a Deſcription of every Thing in that City, and its Neighbour: 
worthy his Obſervation. 2s 6d bound. 
56. The Double Miſtake, a Comedy, as it is acted at the T heatre 
Royal in Covent-Garden, 1s 6d | 3 
5.7. The Dramatic Time-Piece. Being an exact Calculation of tl 
Length of the Time each Act (in all the ating Plays) takes in peri 
| ing at the Theatres-Royal in Drury-Lane, Covent-Garden, and 
Hay-Market. By J. Brownſmith, Prompter. 1. 
Iii of the moſt ejieemed Pampl.lets lately publiſhed in England and Ana 
on the Subject of taxing the Britiſh Colonies, and regulating their Traci. 
58. A Detence of the Colony Charters. By wh Drummer, 15 
59. The Right of the Colonies aſſerted. By Mr. Otis, of Boſton. 
| bo. Conſiderations on the Propricty of taxing the Colonies. Ny! 
Deelanv of Marvland. 1s. 6d. ._£ _ "if 


+61. The R lations reſp6R honing the Colonies end ., 
Dickenſon of Philadelphia. rs 
62. An Account of a Conference on the Subject of Re reſentation. 19. 
6 . Late Occurrences in America, and Policy of Gr. Br. conſidered. Is 
64. The Grievances of the American RO examined. 18. 
324 Rights of Parliament vindicated. 
66. N Application of certain Political "Rules to the prune State of 
Great- Britain, Ireland and America. Is. 6d. 
67. A ſhort Hiſtory of the Conduct of the Miniftry, with regard to the 
as Stamp-Act. 6d. 
68. Two Proteſts againſt the Repeal of the American Stamp-AR J 
with Liſts of the ety in both Houſes. 18s. 
— Conſiderations on behalf of the Colonies. ts. 
and 70: Jo uſtice and Neceſſity of taxing the Colonies. 1s. 
he Privileges of the Iand of Jamaica vindicated, With an 

*It anti Narrative of the Diſpute between the Houſe of Repreſentatives 

xth and a late Governor of that Iſland. 2s, 6d. 

| 72. Two Papers on the Subject of taxing the Colonies, Written in 

1 i — by Sir W. Keith, Mr. Bar. Gee, Le. Price 6d 

? The Examination of Franklin, on the Subject of Repealing 

0. the Ln Stamp- Act, &c. Price 18. 

4. Authentic Account of the Proceedings of the Congreſs held at 
the New-York, Price Is. 

75. The moſt 8 of the above, together with The Conduct 
of the Miniſtry examined,” on the ſame Subject, may be had in three 
Volumes half bound and lettered. Price 18s, 

A Lift of Political Pam 7 rr &c. di Be the 7 go Year of their 
ublication, and Prices, In 1 
76. A Lift of all the Changes made in the Admini ration of Govern- + 
meat ſince his preſent Majeſty s Acceſſion. 1s, | 
77. Dr. Williamſon's Narrative of the extraordinary Caſe of a late 
Commoner. 6d. 
78. Letter to the E. of Bute upon his Union with the E. of Chatham. 6d 
9. ALetter to a Miniſter on the Subject of the Eaſt-India Dividend. 6d 
95 Proteſt againſt the Bill for — the Eaſt-India Dividend. 6d. 
81. Eaſt-India Obſerver Extraordinary. By J. Z. Holwell, Eſq; Two- 
pence Half-penny, 
82. A Letter from Mr. Wilkes to the D. of Grafton. 8th Edit. 15s. 
83. An Ode ta the Earl of Ch——m. 6d. 
84. The Honeſt Elector's Propoſal for rendering the Votes of all Britzſh 
Conſtituents, free and * IS. | 
| n 1766. 
35. A Free Appeal to. the People on the Conduct af the preſent Ad- 
winiſtration. 1s. 
85. Conſiderations on the Dearneſs of Corn and Proviſions. Is. 6d. 
87. Obſervations on the Farmer's Fhree Letters. 6d. 
88. Palitical Speculations on the high Price of Labour and Dearneſs 
of Proviſions. In two Parts, 2s. Either Part may be had ſeparate. 18. 
69. Enquiry into the Conduct of a late Rt. H. Commoner. 5th Edit. 18 6d 
90. An Examination of the Principles and Diſintereſtodieſs of the ſame. 
Gentleman. 18. 85 
21. The E—lof Ch——m's Apology. A Poem. 18. 
2 Short Conſiderations upon ſome extraordinary Grants. 6d. 
A true Hiſtory of a late ſhort Adminiſtration. hd. 
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= . An enn ſhewing the Advantages arifi vg * 
| the frequent Ching of Mini _ Price 18. on Es A from | 
95. A Parallel between the Four laſt Years veen Anne, anc 
Fob firſt of George III. is. 8 | W 85 * 
96. The Scourge. A Poem. 18. 6d. 
97. The Precipice. A e Print. 18 
| —* In 17655. | | 
98. The Principles of the Changes i2 1765, impartially examined, and 
the Reaſons of ſome Great Men for the refuſing, and others accepting the 
Offers of the Court at that Time, explained. Fourth Edition. 18 64 
99. The State of the Nation, with regard to its Income, Expenditure, 
and unfunded Debt. Fifth Edit, 18s. = 
100. Thoughts on the Diſmiſſion of Officers for their Conduct in Parl. 1s 
101. A Letter from Candor to the Public Advertiſer, on the Subjects oſ 
General Wactants, and ſome Proceedings in the Courts of Juſtice. 1s, 
102, A Collection of remarkablePatizgesfrom the Briton, North-Briton, 
and Auditor. 15s In 1764. oY | 
103. A Letter from Albermarle-Streer, to the Cocoa-Tree, 28. 
104. The Budget, Eleventh Edition. 1s 
105. Account of the late Mr, Legge. With the Letters which p:{c4 
between him and Mr. Martin, relative to the Hainpſhire Election, and 
his Diſmiſſion. 18 | be; 5 -<® 
106, The Conteſt. A Poem. rs | | 
10%. A Defence of the Minority of the Houſe of Commons, on the 
Queitions relating to Generat Warrants. 1s | 
108. Reply to the Defence of the Majority, on the ſame Queſtion. 18 
109. The Right of Appeal to Juries in Cauſes” of Exciſe, aſierted. 15 
110. Counter Addreſs to the Public on the Diſmiſſion of Gen. Conway. 18 
111. The remarkable Trials of J. P. Zenger of New-York, and 
W. Owen, of London, far the Publication of Libels. 1s "x 
112. Fragments and Anecdotes. 1s 
113. An Appendix to the Review of Mr. Pitt's Adminiſtration. 1s 
114. A Letter to the Right Honourable George Grenville. 1s 6d 
115. A Sentimental Dialogue. 15s. | | bs 
116. A Letter to the Earl of Hillſborough. By G. Canning, Eſq; 1s 
117. Salivation not Neceſſary, &c. by Charles Hales, Surgeon. 15. 
118. Medical Advice to the Conſumptive People of Eng. By P. Stern. 18 
119. The moſt material of the above Political Pamphlets, together with 
« The Letters on Libels, and Lord Somers's T reatiſe on Grand Juries,” 
may be had in five Volumes, half bound and lettered, Price 11 6s 
120. There are a few Copies left of the Fourth Vol. of the Edition of 
the Collection of Letters from the Public (Cry the Years 1762; 1703» 
1764, and Part of 1765) a duodecimo Volume, which the Purchaſers of 
the other 3 Vols in that Size, may have to compleat their Sets. 256d bound 
J. ALMoN has always a choice Collection of the moſt valuable Modern 
Peoks, large and ſmall Editions, many of which are in elegant Bindings. 
Likewiſe all New Publications as ſoon as they appear; and a Collection of 
the moſt eſteemed Plays. The beſt of all Kinds of Stationary, ſuch as the 
thick Dutch Poſt Paper, gilt and plain; beſt Dutch Wax, good Pens, 
beſt Ink, &c. &c. Noblemen and Gentlemen may always have any 
Quantity on the ſhorteſt Notice; and any Book that happens not to be 
in thc Shep, will, if in Print, always be got, when defied. 


